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A PLEADER TO THE NEEDER WHEN A READER, 
_—O— —_—— 

AS all, my friend, through wily knaves, full often suffer wrongs, 

not, pray, when It you 've read, to whom this book belongs. 
Than one CHarLEs CLAark, of Totham Hall, none to 't a right hath better, 
A wizkt, that same, more read than some in the lore of old black-letter. 
And as C. C. in Ezeex dwelis—a shire at which all laugh— 
His books must, sure, less fit scem drest, if they 're not bound in calf? 
my friend, this book you ne'er with grease or dirt beamear it ; 

but awkward puppies will continue to * dog'e-car” it ! 

And o'er my books when book-cwormes * grub,” I 'd have them understand, 
No marks the margins must de-face from any busy © hand /"* 
Marks, as re-marks, in books of CLazxx's, when e'er some critic spy leaves, 
It always him ao wasp-ish makes, though they 're but on the fly-leaves! 

80 they 're used, he 'd not de-fer to deal a fate most meet— 
He 'd have the z2oller of his guires do penance in a aheet/ 
The Ettrick Hogg —ne'er deemed a bore—his candid mind revealing, 
Dediares, to beg *a copy” now's a mere pre-text for stealing! _ 
80, as zome knave to grant the loan of this my book may wish me, 
I thas my book-plate here display, lest some snch *fry”” should dizh mel! 

,—though I again declare witH-holding I'll not brook, 

And *a a of trouble” still hall take to bring book-worms *to book /”" 


hn or ennÞ hr hel P. 19%) Haq 


| fo Owl 7 4 40 


c 


Ap fer 


- 


: ry 703 [0 > | 


A TRACT of MEDITATION 
upon pa SECTIONS (the 


ONE Thing ee Ret D,] 

and jh> 5 as ER) | 
LOOK 

| 


gt = 
By RV DE EGaD \ 


| 


. Bſa. 104 34- i 
My Meditation upon him ſhall be ſiveet. 


———) 
1. Tim. 4. I5. | 
Tarr mertTa. \ | 


Meditatio Sapiemtie eſt Gentta , & Genz- 


trix. Cary, | 
Lnime Kiaticum ef Meditatio. Bernard, 


— 


Dee 


The FiRsT PART. 


y 


Printed for ]. PHILLIPS, at the ſeven | 


LONDON, 


— Oc 


_ — — ali. amet 


> — 


Scars, in S.Pauls Church Yard, 1682, | / 


qbedehcdebchebhibeh 


PI PPRERERSEPY: 


To the right Honourable, 


NTHONY 


1: A. R. ; 7 
of SHABTSBURCY. 


{yr LoRv, 


Our HONOUR may wonder at this 
ESSAY, that ſuch a Pigmy (who de- 
ſpairs of adding sCUBIT —_ your Lord- 
ihips STATURE) ſhduld he arrived 
1s Degree of Confidence i tbe Dedication of 
T RA CT: .But this Refleftion (that the 
are often rhe humbleſt , reſembling the 
+ GOD, and the bighe® GQ OD, who 

blerh himſelf to behold the things (Pla. 113. 
that are in heaven, and in the earth : Or 
rding te the Hebrew ) Hammaſhpih lrot;. 
{3 bathamapm 


baſhamajim uba-aretz : ho bumbleth himſelf 
ſee ; mm the -beavens, and in the earth:) hath at 
mared wnto. this ATRONAGE f 
bly beegging the PATRONAGE 
HONOUR 'Þ 
Jerome ſaith, Summa (apud Deum) nobilup 
eſt clarum eſſe Virtutibuss CHRISTI 
NITY, &« trze CORES 'Tzs 
Blood, xs a great thing with high Spirits, 
one grand Recuiey is, 7 what Blood and E 
ere they? Are they nobly deſcended? Of what He 
are they? A Perfen (of alate EDITIO 
approved (as be ſaid) the diftiniiion b 
Nobleman', Gentleman , and Yeoman ; and 
this Diſtinction (between Nobility , Gentry, 
Commonalty) if made by GOD, fbould be nf 
red by MAN, I ſee zot. But, Ah Lord, 
Honour. knoweth , that ther's no Stock 
CHRIS T, whozs of the Houſe of God , 
the Firſt of that Houſe. The nobleſs Blood mn 
world {if the Hiſtorian doth not hyperbolize 
71m (by a Confluence )- # the Veins of the 
PAULA: But, Romanus che MART 
(born of noble Parentage)mtreated his Perſecu 
not to fawvorr bim becauſe of his NOBILI 
for ( [aid be?) "tis not the Blood of my Anceſii«#» 
but Faith in the Blood ff JESUS, Fr 
makes me truly noble. Noble Birth , without p'* 
Birth , 4s but a terrene Vanity, NOBILITE 


ds rather im our ASCENT than DESCENT. 
af y that Greatneſs ſhould be'any time out of 
ar ap tryarrp Fe SOCRATES 
a hough ſbould curſe him , that firft ſeperated 
Life and. boneft. That Greatneſs X45 not 
nded in Coodneli)muſ need: fall. Let there ne- 
be a Reſurrection grven to the days of SAL- 
» when the com was, that great men 
re forced to be more {inful that they might nar be 
nted to be leſs honourable. Such , as (by any 
aus) ſtudy to be great , mult ( by all means) 
et to be . Sed quid moror i(tis? 
My Lord; as 1 ( was) one, W490 (thorough prace) 
wde that GOD (who bath Bowels of Mercy, as 
ll as Beams of Glory):he Object of PRAYER, 
t be wox/d bring forch(Pla, $37-6. >.)yous righte- 
Þ ack as the light, and your judgment as the 
don ek ; ſo f (am) one, who (thoraugh the ſame 
do make the ſame GOD the Object of 
; AISE, that your Soul is eſcaped (Pla. 12.4. 7.) 
ll 2 bird; out of the-fare of the. Fowlers. 
:8 Two ſons of Belial , were. fuborned againſt NA- 
OTH, and he was ftoned to ye : Men alſo 
* here ſuborned « gainſ} STEPHEN, and he 1s ſent 
Heaven # @ fform of Stones: But the BELIA- 
ISTS were not of ſuch Credit and Succeſs, 
W<725} your Honour, to ſend your Lordſhip into an 
ernity.T he is (primarily) the doing of the Lord 
bo bath been on your Lordſbips ſide)and let it be 


TI mar- 


4 


marvellous in your Lordſhips eyes. The C RO 
is the way to the CROW N. Todogood, an: 
ſuffer evil,bath ever been the Poeſy of the Chu 
of the firft born , whoſe names are written 
heaven. The CROSS,, is the Arms 
the Church , and ſhe glories. m bearing it for | 
CREST. / can ſea! what Luther jaid, Q 
non et Crucianus,non eſt Chriſtianus. He bath 
s CHRIST, rhat hath wt a CROS 
Though many men may have a Croſs, that by 
nt a Chiiſt, yet where xs the man that bath 
Chriſt, :hat hath not alfo. 2 Croſs? Tour H 
N OUR bath had a Crofs, and if your Honc 
hath a Chriſt,who (Col. 9.1 1.) 7 nirmz %; Wh 
FEAST # FAMINE, your Honc 
will not mifs of « Crown.' A Priton could not ke 
the Antitipe from the Tipe;could not Reep' JES 
from JOSEPH. f hope the God of Gods bath ma 
@ Priſon & Palace ; a Prifon a Paradiſe unto 70 
Lorafbip. ie nl 
Now , that your HONOUR (thorough pra 
may experimentally ſay(Dia nottuque ) living « 
dymg ,' Nobilitas mea, Chriftus meus; i the c: 
dial Cry of k $4 | 
ans ny Lord 5 


wi 1 |) \. The leaſt , and the | 
VE of your Honours Servan: 
Rh MM 


TW: 


THE 


PREFACE 
| to the 
ELEADEM 


Ivines, Phi ers and Statiſts 
agree in this , that ( in this Life) 

there are = three kindsof life,aFtve, 
contemplative, wvoluptuons : But true 
Contemplation hateth idle Speculation, 
and want of MEDITA TION 
taketh away the uſe of Knowledg. To 


'be (ever) alone, or (never) alone , is 


Idleneſs. We meditate to know God; ;we 
contemplate to love God. 

Ariſtotle, Porphyry (and other Greek 
Philoſopbers) Aked the HEAVENS 
to ſearth out their natural cauſes, arid 
production of Bodzes. The wifer Afſj- 
rians and Chaldees ſtudied the ſame 
things ,, that they might learn ther 
INFLUENCES: upn us, and 
make predictions of Contngencies. The 
more moral /Zgyprian. deſcribed his 
Theorems m HIE ROG LYPHICSE S, 
f 4 and 
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the Church , and ſhe'glories. m bearing it for | 
CREST. / can ſea! what Luther ſaid, Q 
non eſt Crucianus,non eſt Chriſtianus, He bath 
a CHRIST, that hath wot a CROS 
Though many men may have a Croſs, that b, 
nt a Chiiſt, yet where s the man that hath 
Chriſt, :hat hath not alſo. 2 Croſs? Your H 
NOUR hath had a Crofs, and if your Hone 
hath s Chriſt, who zs(Col. 3.1 1.) rt mir x; 

sFEAST # FAMINE, your Hone 
will not miſs of « Crown.” A Prifon could not ke 
the Anutipe from the Tipezcould not Reep' JES 
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7, xy Lord , 


ACRE  The-leaſt, and the | 
. of your Honours Servan! 
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Ivines, Phil ers and Statiſts 


in this , that ( in this Life) 72%" 


there are but three kindsof life,aF+ve, 
contemplative, woluptuons : But true 
Contemplation hateth idle Speculation, 
and want of MEDITA TION 
taketh away the uſe of Knowledg. To 


'be (ever) alone, or (never) alone , is 


Idleneſs. We meditate to know God;we 
contemplate to love God. 

Ariſtotle, Porphyry (and other Greek 
Philoſophers) frudied the HEAVENS 
to ſearch out their natural cauſes, and 
production of Bodtes. The wifer Afſy- 
rians and Chaldees ſtudied the ſame 
things ,, that they might learn their 
INFLUENCES: upon us, and 
make predictions of Contmgencies. The 
more moral <Zgyprian. deſcribed his 
Theorems m HIE ROG LYPHICSE 5, 
f 4 and 


The PREFACE. 


and fantaſtick Repreſentments, to teach 
Principles of Policy , Oeconomy , with 
other prudences of Morality, and ſecu- 
lar Negotiation. ; 
Reader , *tis divine MEDIT A- 
TION, upon divine OBJECTS, 
that is the SubzecÞ of this Epiſtle. Now, 
that this 15*univerſally impoſed , and 
conſequentially univerſally incumbent 
upon cordial CONVERTS, is 
written/as it were)with 2 Beam of the 


Sun, and eafily evinced beyond all mo- 


deſt contradiction. Thus(1 Tom. 4.15.) 


Meditate upen'tbeſe things.Or(according _ 
to the Greek) Theſe things meditate. - 


Wherem may be innocently refleCted. 


The ACT. Meditate.Muſe,ponder, 


and mind with the greateſt ſeriouſneſs. 

The OBIECT. Theſe things. 
But what things were theſe? Theſe were 
(1 'Tim. 4. 8,1 2.) the things of Hea- 


ven and Holmeſs ; of Grace, and Glory; 


of God, and Godlineſs. And, that this 
divine duty , of divine meditation , is 
not'onely mcumbent upon M I N-E- 
STERS, but alſo upon M E M- 
BERS, 1s {2 Trm.4. 11.) as evident. 
Divine Meditation , is a great, and a 
good work; ſo greet with ſome it hath 
i been 
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been , that (at the firſt PROSPECT) 
they ſeem to cry it up above what it is. 
"Tis afſlow e#ion faith Alvarez.” Tis the 
cheifeſt Philoſophy,faithBernard”T's the 


Treaſury,where all the graces are locked 


up,faith Baf#."T'is the Narſe of-Prayer, 
faith Ger/en.”Tis the Paradiſe,faith Fe- 
rome.” T'is.the very Gate and Portal, by 
which we enter into Glory, faithThedphy- 
la#.But I ſhall rake leave of theſe, and 
caſt in my MITE about it , in this 
DESCRIPTION. 

Divine Meditation, is a- cordial 

Application of theSout (unto)and a con- 
ſtant Fixation of the Aind{(upon )fome 
divine OBJECT, in orderto the 
Incomes and Influences of the Soul. 
| There are 5 things indiſpenſably nc- 
ceflary , in order to the conſtituting 
of this Meditation ; the Subjets; the 
Object ; theAct; the Adjun& ; the 
End. 

TheSUBJEC TS. Theſe are the 
Scul, and the: Mind. _ 

The SOUL. The Sexl is that 
which is contrad!inouiſhed from the 
B:dy. Thus (Mat. 10. 28.) Fear not 
ther which kill the body , but are not 

zt-ie 0 kill [ he Sort. 


The 


Deſc. 


* Sol ff Seer we 


The PREFACE, 
The MIND. By the Aindſome- 
tzmes underſtznd the Soul with all the 
Faculties thereof, as underſtanding and 
reaſon, will and aftection. Thus ( Rowe. 
7. 25.) With my mmd I ferve the 
law of God, but with my fleſhthe law of 
fn. But (by the Mind) I intend the 
Thoughts and Purpeſenot the Heart and 
Soul. Thus (Mat. 2.2. 37.) Thou 
love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart , and with all tby Soul, and with 
all thy mind. 

The OB JECT. There are di- 
verlities,-and varieties of Obje&s, and 
(amonglt theſe) the Preceprs of God 
and Chr. 'T'hus (Pſa. 119. 15, 23.) 
I will mediate on thy precepts have 


reſpet# to thy wayes. Princes did ſit,and 
[peak againfF me, but thy ſervant did 


meditate in thy Statutes, | 

The ACT. The As, are Appli- 
cation, and Fixation. The SOUL 
muſt be applying it ſelf. ( unto ) the 
Object, and the MIND. Fixing it 
ſelt(upon )zhe Obje#. Thus (Pſa. 119. 
97.) Ob how do I love thy law ! It us 
my meditation-all the day. Itis my me- 
ditation;; ther's Application: Ail the 


the day; ther's Fixation. 


The 
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The ADJUNCT. The Adjun#s 
are cordial , 'and conſtant. 

Cordial.- All facrifices, and ſervices 
withour the HEART, are but as 
ſo many Ships without Sails ; ſo many 
Clouds withour Water; fo many Trees 
without Fruit; ſomany Bedies without 
Souls, They: arc but imbalmed' Foſephs, 
foul-lefs | and- fpirit-leG, lifele and 
loveleſs. Thus (Pſa. 19. 14.) Let the 
words of my mogth, and the meditation 
of my Heart , &c. 


Conſtant. The man that 1s declared 
blefied (P/a 7. 1,2.) 8 a MED 


TATOR, Yea, a Mediator in the 
LAW; Yea, a Meditator inthe law 
DAY and NIGHT. Altrime is di- 
vided into day and night. As Sea and 
Land are the two houfes ' for all the 
dead , fo Day and Night comprehend 
all time. uy 

The END. ”'Tis the end that 
crawns the work. As the End is, Al 
1s, whether good, or bad. Now the 
End (next*unto the Glory of God) is 
Soul-incomes ,-'and Influences. "Thus 
(P/.104- 34-) My meditation upon bins 
ſha!l be ſweet. A Convert (under ME- 


DITATTON) may have his eye 


upan 


4- 
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The PREFACE. 
upon -more-Grace , if not :upon niore 
Peace ; upon more Conformity , 1t not 
upon more Communion ; upon more of 
the SenZifying , if not upon more of 
the Sealing work of the Spirit. - 

Thus (Reader)by way of Aſſeftion; 
but now by way tation. 
Art thou a true Comvert.? Then divine 
Meditation 1s thy Duty , Dignity and 
Mercy. 

'Tis thy DU T Y, therefore divi- 
nely meditate divine Obje&s. For this, 
ther's Precept and P t. 

PRECEPT:. Duty, is a great 
thing , and muſt be diſpatched rather 
than diſputed. Who ſhall come after the 
God of Gods to undo what ,he hath 
done? to unfay what he hath ſaid?or 
to give a Diſpexſation unto his Impo- 


ftion? Will any unleſs Satan or Anti- 


Chrift (in the Weft ) who looks like his 
REUBEN? -For divine medita- 
ton upon divine Obje#: ther's P 
Thus ( Fob. 1. 8 )Thas book of the law 
ſhall not depart out of thy moath, but 
thou ſhalt meditate therem day and 
2:pbr. II.” 
PRESIDENT. As there is 
Precept,ſo there is Prefidemt for divine 
Me- 


The PREFACE, 
Meditation upon divine ObjeFs. Thus 

(Pſ[a.119. 99.1 have more underſtan- 
ding than all my teachers , for thy teſti- 

monies are my meditation. I may ſet my 

Watch by thine,if thou haſt ſer thine by 

the SUN, which is the INDEX 

of Time,and the bright E YE of the 

World. | dare write this with great con- 

fidence,and Ido write it with great com- 

placence , that Fob may write after 4- 

hbrabams , and David may write after 

Fob; that" Pau} may write after Da- 

vid, and we may write after Paul, 

fo far as the SPIRIT hath guided 
their Hands. Bleſſed Bradford (in the 

midſt of Dinner)uſed to meditate with 
his Hat on his eyes,from which flowed 
plenty of tears , dropping apon his 
rrencher, 

"Tis thy DIGNITY, therefore 
divinely meditate divine Obeiefs. In 
this work was T/aac found as his Duty, 
and *tis tranſmitted down to poſterity as 
his Dignity. Thus ( Gen. 24- 63.) 

aac went out to meditate in the ig 
at the even tide. 

Tis thy ME R CY, therefore di- 
vinely meditate divine obje5.Doth not. 
Meditation rurn the Promiſes into Mar- 
v0? 


The PREFACE; - 


} row? Every Promiſe 48a DISH to 
+ Aecduation , bur all the Promiſes make the 
| a royal Feaſt. Thus (Pſa. 63. 5, 6.) - 
[| My Soul ſball be ſatisfied as with mar- " 
« row and faineſs ; my mouth ſhall praiſe 
| thee with joyful lips Bur when ſhall - 
this be? When f remember thee upon 
my bed, and meditate upon thce mm the W4 
| ght watches. Is not divine Meditation © 71 
i (upon divine Ohjeds) a HEAVEN J 
JOY (as it were) upon EARTH, anda r 
| - dium cer, Foretaſt of eternal life? Is not ths(unto F 
| a true Convert , as the fiery Chriſt was y: 
to Elijab) by which they ace tr | ap 
ted in their Spirics from Earth # 


Heaven? Reader, can that man want, ( 
Muſick within, who divinely meditaterb | 
divine objeFs ? Who is able to ſay 
what the Incomes and-Influences of ſucks | 
a perſon are? May not that be faid of | 
MEDITA TI ON which is faid of 
COMMUNION that it 1s far better | 
experienced by thee , than i can be ex- | 
preſſed by me? Divine Meditation upon 
divine ObjeFs,readeth Drvinity-leftures 
upon many things , if not upon ail 
things. Take a raft. Is not che Soul 
(thorough this) paſled from the Swn in 
the Firmament to the Sunot Righteou;- 


nels e 
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neſs ? from the Bread that persſheth, to 
the Bread that endureth ? from the 
Door of the Houſe , to the Door of the 
Sheep ? trom the Key of the door,unto 
CHRIST,who hath the Key of David? 
from the cleanmg of the Houſe to the 
cleanſing of the HEART? Thus (Jer.q. 
14.)Ob Feruſalem! waſh thine heart from 
wickedneſs that thou mayeſt be ſaved. 
] have readof fx MONES(I fear there 
are none ſuch now) who being toge= 
ther , conſulted their preſeng impoſed 
and incumbent duty. They were ONE 
for MEDITATION to bethe 
ACT), but they were SIX as tothe 
OBJECT tfor ths A&#, each one 

ling a different Obje# : I remem- 
ber no more than the ObjeFs, but ſhall 
a litle dilate upon them. 

DEATH.A meditation uponDegth, 
faith one. Death is an Obje& worthy 
Meditation.ls not ManaWINK of Life? 
Is not his Breath in hisNoſ#ri/s ? There 
1s but a little BR E A T H between a 
ſhort TIME, andalongETER- 
NITY. Mortal is this Enoſh made by 
Sin,and hath but a Spen of Days.” The 
life of rhis Iſhboſherb (man of ſhame) is 


compared to. a Vapour (Fam. &. 14.) 'Aruc. 


which 


The PREFACE. 
which for a litle while appeareth, a 
then vaniſleth away. This DEATH 


the CIRCUMFERENCEI| 
of the UNIVERS, and u. this 
Circumference muſt the. Line of every] 
Individual meet. Death , .15 the Law| 
| of Naturegthe Miſtreſs of Mortals, and] 
Empere(s of the. Univers ; 1s it not then| 


an Objef worthy meditation ? 


JUDGMENT. A Medad-| 


rio upon Judgment , faith another. 


We-ſball gil appear before the judgment 
ſeat of Chriſt. There is the laſt Fudgs | 
ment (which will be the Judgment of | 


Fudgments ) for triumph , or for tot- 
ment. 

For FRIUMPH. More ſweet 
than Honey 1s that word( Mat. 25.34.) 
Come Je bleſſed ;þ father , inherit the 

repared for you. 

wn. TOR MEN :T. More 
bitter than Gall is that word (Hat.25. 

4-7.) Go ye curſed into everlaſting fire, 
ed for the Devil , and bu Angel:. 
PRECEPT'S of GOD. 
A Meditation vipon the Precepts of 
co a _ Divme are 
_ great,and good things. Thus(Pſa.1 19. 
96.) f have ſeen as,” - 4 


wn, 


yd AQ ow ih ora geo td 


my +. tt *Q 32 


—_ 
=_ _— 


mw mas  X 6 = hiw 


l 
_ (Ve wa py to ſee an end of 
that's 
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;, large is thy: commandment ve- 
'Yo Amfourth, and the He- 


; and an: 
_ ummured within 


ved 7e may live to ſee an end 


oh race woos SOLES 
0 rhem;and Poſſeſſuons, 
for ary, IP themſelves w 

ec. but- xg rows ner, 


jar ngear ade pymenhs is thy 


y-Arenot now 


| the ofGod worthy: meditation? 


ROMISES of GOD. A 
meditation upon the Freviie of God; 
faith a fourth. The Promiſes of Godare 

cat things': They are 
the Wer oor the Pdknees, than he 
Fears or the Faith, than the S-rs or 
the ' Sorters of the people of God. 
The Promiſes of God , ard #5 great as | 
the Precepss of God. What is there 
uk on 
that is not laid, and left under pri 

eternal life worthy IE. ey 

ding ? worthy d, dune 
ang? this 3s laid, _ acer 


- Ide PREYXACE. 
=6 Thus (Tit. 1. 2.) I» hope 


vets of which God that cannot Lent] 
miſe 


ore the world be Are not 
now 20 Promiſes dive C Objedts,and 
worthy divine Meditation ? 

The TOR MENTS of HE LL, 
A. Meditation upon the Tormenss of 
Hell, ſaith.a bfth. :Some are ſuch. prox 
digious Atbeiſts,! that they are unbelie- 
ving about-4. Hewes , or a Hell ;) but 


(P/a. 9-17;). the Wicked foal. be turned. 


into bell , and all the nations tbat forget. 


God. One bein axked where: HELL YI * 


was.,, anſwered bke- bi s:: Tarry 
till I. come therg,and I Letters) 
hx qua rene. A RUF- 
FIAN (meeting a-poor.man 
ſaid, what, 1 
there be na. HEAY.EN-to,4 
ſate theſe Tears "The. poor man replied, 
ah,.Sir! bur what if there be a HE LL 
fox-thole that mourn nog Ler-a Chriſhs 


 tefsy, ſon' try if he can read, thoſe 


$ with-dry eyes { Lake 16.'2 2.) 
Tp ERag on Le a6-43 - 


ment, &c.. nm HELL: "Tha Greek. 


word for Hel{[(aith Bellarmine) always. 


Gignifeth: Hell, never the Grave. This: 


word. ( faith Cammeron,) never 1n the: 
"Scripture 


ns SO Ld EL ons Do. 


weeping). 
g till !_ bur. what a6 Y 


Tre P:R BFACE. 
Sch e.( bhe place ) ſignifieth 
one puns _—_ nn fib 
wks phrmexng py deceaſed, 
Bur { a<cotding / 10, others ) in the riew 
Teſtament it h theee things: 


i ” 
- 


*” wo ww Xt 


- 


The | G'R AVE Thus ( Rev. 
14.) Death and Hell were caft into th 
lake of pre. We cannotlay Hellizeaſt into 
Hell, byt the Greve » caſt mito. Hell. 
Men dead ;/and buried, before , were 
haw. ©. be calt into Heh in Sexl and 


fe D 
DEVIL. Thus ( Mat. x6, 


18.) The, giotes of bell ſhall: not prevay 
againſt w. Al the povter and þalty of 
Sataw (hall not deftroy "that Chuteh, 
a the Rock 


gr, <a | 
of TORMENT. J- 

Dare in Hell: But what follows? 

fed up = eJEs: een _—_—_ 

r this mer and con- 
© Blade this pre you good be rather a\,;, 9 
J 'ARABLE thans HIS TORY. 
k \re not ow the Torments of Hell fach 
© $%etis25 are worthy Meditation *. 
" The: JOYS of MEAVEN. 
"I UMcdicarios upon the Foys of Hea- 
wi en , faith a {ixth. As m Hell there are 
oh. A 3 1 ones 


4 4 


7 


= Cn a. 


ECL 


| us The Romifts may be found at 


The P'x EFACE. 
TJewes of Sorrow without Tunes or 2b 
ſo.in Heaven there are Tunes d 
without Tomes of Sorrow. Is not 
a place of Sorrow without Foy? Is not 
HE AV EN: s place of Foy without | * 


ſt under a prodigious miſtake, who 
now lay, that no man cari come to Hee- 
ven but by-R O ME. The joy of the 
Lord is Heavey called. This (Mat. 25. 
23). Enter thou into the joy of thy Lord. 
That is,enter into heaven. Forthe Joy 
of the Lord'tb enter into us\: is « Heg- 
ven here ; for us to enter into-the "7 
of 'the Lord , a Heaven 


HEAVEN (its Ahn) would 
God, anc 


be but a low 

Chriſt. The Joy of Heaven is ſuch that 
no Arithmetician' can number it; that 
no Geometritian can meaſure it; that nc 
. Logician can define it ; thatno' Rhegor 
Clan Can expreſs 8; Is not Heaven th 
PRESENCE of all good, and the 
ABSENCE: of all £ui? 
Foys of Heaven ſurpaſs the Expreſſ 
yea,the conceptions of the tallef 
of Lebanon, Are not now divine Foys 
divine Objefts, and worthy divine 


ditation ? 
% Bu 


WwW A oo rw un . 
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The PREFACE. 


Y, But , - Reader , wifto theſe (ix , ſuffer 
? me to add two more', the Mercy of a 
Chriſt; and the Nuty.of a Convert. - 

X&j The MERCY; of a CHRIST: '"- 
at | This 23 fo for theſe : reaſdns. | 
at} | Becauſe MER CY'emules GI.O- 1. 
wEIRY. Mercy, is the Way. to Glory. The 
a || whole Alphabet of -Salvation ( from | 
ie f the Alpbe to the Omega thereof) is Je- « 
F*f| gible in. FREE-GRACE. The _ 
d.f| whole Eabrick of Satvation( from the 
DYF Cell-of Nature , to this Chair in Glory) 
4-f is founded upon, Free-grace. Thus (Eph. 
oof 2: 5.) By grace ye ave ſaved. 
er.ll Becanpſe MERCY extails GLORY, 2. 
df Thoſe,and Vnely thoſe ſhall bave Glory 
nd with Chrif(after)death that have Grace 
ay from Chg: death. Thoſe(given 
uy unto Chriſt and c@whom Chriſt is gi- 

FJ ven )are the perſons that ſhall be led tho- 
m4 rougha ftate GRACE ,' into a ſtate, of 
hed GLORY .Thus (Fob. i 7.2.4.) Father, F 
he will rhat thoſe which thou haſt given me, 
J be with me where I am, &c.Is not now 
the Mercy of Carilt an ObxeQ worthy 
neditatian ? Nermoeet * | Pp 
f The DUTY of «a CONVERT. * $ 
i Tis fo for theſe reaſons. * — J 
Becauſe there s W AGES (in) 7. ': 
: "MI _ * 


©. 
” K ” 


N:thil 
difficile 


amanti. 


for there is Wayes' 


The PRrEFACE. 


the WORK. The Edi&s of Chri 
are not grievors. Is there any thi 
difficult unto him that loyeth ? "The 
Laws of Chriſt ate. 'Lines' drawh in 
Love; yea, drawn 1 in B LOOD. A 
truc Convert is ſatished in ſerving, and 
ſeeing a Chrift. \ The FISH s nd its 
Element” when n'the Water. - The 
CONVERT 5s inhis Element when 
in his. Duty. T's death to aliving man 
long to hold his \Brearh. Tis death to 
a trrae CONVERT long 'tv' be 
kept from the 'Chayeb , or Ame, the 
Cloſet ; long "to. be kept from (Diary. 
The of Ber detent m the: Womb) 
cries not ,” but when'it comes into'the 
World, it cries. The true Convert muſt 
cry , and give 'VEN T t0/hyis' Sox, 
in the Work. 


(Pſa. 19. 1 1) Is keeping: of them (ha: 


- ving mentioned. the' Judgments of  Fe- 


& Tet dbot; 


howab , whick' might be Laws and 
Rites for humane Qnties, annexed to 
the ten commandments ) there great 
reward. Much reward , ſo'the NO 
int, It is tranflated reward, but fi 

heth a Gift freely given; withoarre & 
of Merit. So the Hebrew am 
gnikeb rab; m I__y theme much! re- 


ward 


i aaxSS oc —=IY a tc a H_ + _ 


'Thw.f. 


Thbe PREFAGCE, 


.q | ward,” We can never-want Pay, or Re-- 
- ward for that Work; which ' is a re- 

| ward,” andican pay it ſelf . 

Becauſe theres W AGES (after) 2. 

A || the WORK, God (faith ' Bernard) 

id | will reward his people according to their $£cungiim 
work. 'To have wages (in) the work; Lorem. 
| and wages (ifter) the work , doth (uf- 

ficiently evince this truth, thar DUTY 


1 . 


| is a divin®OB JECT, and worthy 
of divine MEDITATION. * As 


ef} Grace ſhews-us Wages: (in):the work, 
ne | fo Glory will be Wages(after) the work. 
5.0 Though CHR 1ST will:not be fer- 
b) ved (for) Wages, yet he will-not be 
| ſerved (without ) wages; yea, 'fach 
Rf wages as will infinitely weigh down all 
7 | our Works, 'and all our Woes, There 
'f is a vaſt difference berween a NURSE 
anda MOT HER; what rhe Nurſe 
| doth for the Child , ſhe' doth for the 
48 Love of wages, but what the Morher 
of oth for the Chz/d, ſhe doth for the 
Wages of love. They both meet here; 


rf 'what the #r#e Convert doth, he doth 

- | for the WAGES of Love, and for 

+ | the LOVE of Wages, for he hath,and 

| may tavean eyeto the recompence of the M11,» m)- 
| thereward.( Heb.1 1.26.) Recompence a. 


'A 4 of 


N:hil 
difficile 


amanti. 


TAK . 
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The PrxEFACE. 
the WORK. The Edif:: of Chri 


are not grievous. Is there any thi 

difficult unto him that  loyeth ? The 
Laws of Chriſt afe 'Lines' drawh in 
Love; yea, drawn in "BLOOD: A 
rruc Convert is ſatizhed in ſerving, and 
ſeeing a Chriff. \ The FISH\is wt its 
Element” when in'the Water. - The 
CONV ERT' s inhis Element when 
in bis-Daty. *T'is death to a'living man 
tong to hold his'\Breath. "Tis -dezthy'to 
a trra0e CONVERT long 'to' be 
kept from the 'Chayeh , or Cn the 
Cloſet ; long to be kept '( 
The Enmbog white in Fer Woinb) 
cries not ,” but when'it comes into'the 
World, it cries. The true Comver tmaſt 
cry , and give 'VEN TT t0- ys" Sval, 


for there is Wapes'int the Wo 

(Pſa. 19. 11:) In he of thens ( ha: 
- vring mentioned. the' Fug ments bf" Fe- 

hovab , whicli' might be Laws ond 


Rites for humane Yaties, annexed to 
the ten commandments ) there great 
reward. Much reward , ſo the Seprua- 

int, It is tranſlated reward, but ſigni- 
heth a Gift freely given;withourreſpect 
of Merit. So the Hebrew' beſhomram 
|, -c09s reb;, m IVIEE them- much re- 


ward 


8 


4 


| 
' 
| 
1 
| 
{ 
| 


"Thus. . 
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Thbe PREFAGOE, 


ward.” Wecan never-want Pay, or Re-- 


ward for that Work; which is a re- 
ward',- and-can pay it ſelf - 

' "Becauſe there 8 'W AGES (after) 
the W OR K, God (faith ' Bernard) 
will reward his people according to their 


work. 'Fo have wages (in) the work; L41horem. hf 


and. wages (ifter) the work , doth ſuf- 
ficiently evince this eruth, thar DUTY 
is a divin@OB]JECT, and worthy 
divine ME DITA T1 ON. * As 
Grace ſhews-us Wages: (in):the work, 
ſo Glory will be Wages(after) the work. 
Though CH R 1S T will:not be fer- 
ved (tor) Wages, yet he will-not be 
ſerved (without ) wayges; yea, 'fuch 

es as Will infinitely weigh down all 
our Works, and all our Woes, There 
38 a vaſt difference berween a NURSE 


anda MOT HER; what the Nurſe 


doth for the Ch:ld , ſhe' dorh for the 
Love of wages; but what the Morher 
doth for the Chz{4, ſhe doth” for the 
Wages of love. They both meet here; 


'what-the #&rxae Convert doth, he dorh 


for the WAGES of Love, and for 
the LOVE of Wages, for he hath,and 
may havean eye to the recompence of the 


the reward. ( Heb.1 1.2.6.) Recompence ia. 


'A 4 of 


2. 


Secundiim 


Mt Sreemmae)- 


The PREFACE. 
of reward is but,one word in the Greek 
| 
CE WARD; the _ blefling pro- 
miſed to Abraham. .Comverts 
are not m rking as. Hire- 


(wo 


| have berter than pay for all their 
works. A pious, and, a prudent perſon 
may look for his end 
of his work, rhough he be not to make 
his own. anger end of his work. 
Thus (Rev. 14. 13.) Bleſſed are the 
dead which die in the Lord ; For the 
Lord, fo Bezs and Mede : That's the 
ASSERTION! But what's the 
ARGUMENT? For theyre 

their labours ,. and theirs works. do fol- 
low them. Works follow not in a way 


of MERIT , but in a way©of 


M-E RCY. Thy Merit(though a Cov- 
vert) is the Mirey of thy God. Their 
works _ om; _ (here) are 
ic put tor _ *DB 

"Now _ ſuffer > to apolo- 
*Tis true, "this PREFACE 
cel EF ROLIZITY: ' but 
pardon me, fqr I have been(as irwere) 


under a kind of TRANSPORT, 


whule I bave been wruing.. of divide 


Medi- 


Retribution, L ARGESS. 


2) for pay. yet (in the [ſve) they 


An er OD ttt tm Beg nn, OT 2aPDP 


The Phnrcck 


| Meditation , niverſally im &d by 
| Þ the God of un y incum- 
bent upon the [jr acl of God. Suffer now 
a PERIODtothis PREFACE, 
with'this PRAY E R; that He, who 
i an infinite , Qs well as infinite 
Being;and an is, ire good, as well as an 
infinite God , avick BOWELS 
of MERCY, as wellas BEAMS. 
of GLORY, may acouſly give 
thee underſtanding ill things; may 


graciouſly paſs thee ohorngh the Stream 
to the Fountain; 'and may gracioufly 
lead thee in the FIELD tothe Pearl, is 
the cordia] we of 


Thy Soul Servant 


R. M. 


% 


The IDEA» of the BOOK. 

SECTION c Of ONE Thing. © 
CHAP. [ IJ | 
9 Shich ia aborn BLL -— My = 


CHAP. II. -: 
What this ONE Thing is, which is above 
ALL Things. = x 
1, May not this be GLORY? G. 7. 
2. May not this be; GRACE? - 8. &ec. 
3. May not this be CHRIST? | 
4- May not this be the. Diſpenſation 
of the GOSPEL? 
This is called the Goſpel, 
1. Of God. i \ 
2. Of the Son of God. 17,18 
3. Of the Grace of God. cr, 
4. Of the Peace of God: 
5. Of the Power of God. i 
6. Of the Kingdom of God. 
7. Of the Salvation of Man. 
8. The everlaſting GOSPEL. 
Sol. The Duſpenjation of the Goſpel 
that we may have Chrift , and 
Grace (trom) Chrift, in order to an 


—_— 


——__— 


——_— 


Fa 


"The ToE 4 of 'the Book. 
Frernity of Glory ( with ) cf i this 
ONE we rage aac Thovgs. 


- 
FO I 7 W "IR ms _—_— 


WT "ST "Wwe k 


- CHAP. ILL page 


Inferences from this ONE Thing. 
Inf. 1. This Trath gives Check unto 2.4. 
unbelieyng Ry Oc. 


1:P [1 Þ or; 
mw Jy -& ton 


Moralift. 


3 or) * link 7. Atheiſt. 


Inf. 2. This yt oþ ves Check alſo unto © in 
irregular MF qehpy "JP 


SECT.1II. Of CHRIST the Gift of God. 58.c+c. 


TO CGRHAK:t 


Whether Chrift the SON, 'be the 
Gift of God the FATHER. 


CH AP"FL 
\What manner of Gift this CHRIST he 6x3 


Sen is, whd'is the GIFT of Gzed the Gc. 
: Father 


The 1 D'EA of the Book. 


Father. Fe | | Page ( 
1. Compreben =\ —— 0 
2. bn Defiravle. 67, 
3. Voluntary. - 9. Deleffable. Src. 
4. Switable, | xo Durable. C 
- Sea{onable. 1 1.[ncompar able. 
6. Amiable. 
TT CMS J0L' 
Remarks upon CHRIST the G 79. 
pack, of God. h BY. 
1. By way of CAUTION. AR | 
3. 0 the Soul (in YCHRIST: 
2. Torhe Soul OY _ 
2. By way of | 81. 
I. 


To a = by, Oc. 
t. Take here a P the Reaſen © 
why bs, ending | 
2. Take allo a Proſpe& here of the Freeneſs 


of the Giver, and of the Gife. 
3- Believe that God giveth Gifts like 8. 
untos HIMSELF Oc. 


4- Lay up, and lock .up this Gife. 
5. Blefs God for this Gift 
2. To aperſon out o Chriſt 

Qu. 1. But what {may) this G#f? coſt me? 

1.. LAND. 94. 
Sol. He may colt thee 2. LIBERTY. &c: 
, W0"'1 2! 3 4, | Wie 

Qu. 


The I'Dz & of the Book. 
Qu. 2. But what(muſt)this Gifz.colt me? pag: 
Sol. He muſt coſt thee thy SELF. 

3- By way of TERROR. 
Ob All irhis @s fad; and ſhall I be left thus? 98. 
Sol. 1. =_ (thorough grace) faith of _&c. 


Y. Wait at De Gain of Fifties 
3. Caſt thy ſelf at the Fees of Chrif. 
4. By way of TRIUMPH. 10z. 


— _—_— _— 
 — 


SECT. 11. Of ſpiritual SUPPLICATION. 


CHAP. I. 
A" DISQUISITTON after the: TRUTH 10g. 


of 3 it. Oc. 


CHAP. II. 


An INQUISITION after the REASON | ho 
of 1 LY * Fc. 


: : 2. Preceps 
For thi , ther's a. Pro 


1. Abraham. 4. Moſes. 7. Damel. 
2. Iſaac. 5. Fob. 8. Pal. 
J. Jacob. 6. David. 
CHAP. 


The on of the Book. 


"OI— —_—_—_— FC I IS 


GET I 
A SCRUTINY mto the MANNER - 


Y 
h— 


The End right. s BG 


T., GESS. - -* | 
An ENQUIRY. afzrr the USE of it. t4r. il ; 
1. By way of CAUTION. 


I. Afint omitting this Duty. Q 
* Ri GG upon, the Strean. 
2, By wa COMFOR 142. BS 
By —_ of "COUNSEL. 147. 1 
ufo the Perſon thar ſecks nor. C 
2. To the Perſon that ſeeks. 150. 
Qu. 1. But nn « Gxpagal $ 


Sol. 1. Chriſt deebe in ſpiritual ſecki 
and therefore he will hear a ſpiri 
SUPPLIANT. 


e 


The-IDE 4 of 'the Book. | 
2. 'Chriſt will not mock ſpiritual ſeeking, page 


and therefore will hear a fpiritual . 251. 
SUPPLIANT. 


- 2 Chriſt nul feking, 
and therefore will hear @ ſpuritual 153 
' SUPPLIANT. 


Qu.2. But when do God'and Chrift hear 15 F. 
a ſpiritual SUPPLIANT? OG 


lh Neyariveh.Godafwerethin not aniwering, 


2. Poſitiroely, Then: $ is anſwered, 
1. When anſwered in KIND. 


| 1. What we agk. . 
God ſomeritges gina}. More than we ask. 
3-Bener than we'ask. 
2. When anfwered in” EFFECT. 157. 
3.When the Soul is keptupin SEEKING. 2 59. 
4: When'there 15 a holy STILNESS ,-.. _ 
; and a heavenly SILENCE. Sp 60. 
Qu. g. But for what is Clif pecgly 
be by a ſpiritual LIANT? "= 
Sol. Seek Chriſt he the Self and Orbers. 
1. Seck Chyiff for - ) 
Qu. Bur for what ſhould a Man tek Chrif 
in reference te Hiqnſelf ? 
Sol. 1. Seek Chrift , that thy GRACE 
(may)be, as thy RACE (ſhall) be. 
2. Seek Chrift,that thy SPIRTT(may) 
be , as thy STATE (ſhall) be. 162 
J- Seek Chrift for Influence in order to 
SELF 


 Nhe.1D®4a of the Bod. 
,  SELF-RETIREMENT. 
: | 4. Seek _ _— foe. Evangelical 


. 5: Joit Chaplin a ſedare SPIRIT... 

2. Sk Cbrif for 

I. Seck Chrift for the NATION. 

2. Seek Chrift for RELATIONS. 

7% gh fn ten | 

4 Seck Clrif forthe conpregaring (land J 

| cally of the JEWS. | 

They aretobed! 5 _ 
5. Seck Chrift concermng SION. 

IL. bod rw} == 


PSDSSD{> $a 


SLIDE WJIVIN: Ne | 
JEPESSSS=/ ; PE 


F THE 


r _ One Thing. 


3 oy 


47 Sefton 1 Of One Thing 
Hl” 
34 CHAP. I. 


7B herber there be ONE THING; 


n -which is above ALL THINGS. 
6 ww = 


* which above is ALL Ell 
18 evident, and caſi| evinced be- 
por Sr agrees 
when Feſus beard theſe things, Tok. 8. 
ou anto him, yet lackeſt t  Hhngs Lak 


1s the Preacher ; the Auditor ; 


ps Fehe Text. 
B The 


2 The One Thing. 

The Preacher. This is Chrift. When 
Jeſus heard theſe things, he ſaid. Chriff 
was an incomparable Preacher ; an Ore- 
zor without compare ; divinely*charm- 
ing his Auditory, by his Oratory; for 
(having the Tongue of the Learned) 
he knew how to ſpeak a word in ſea- 
fon to the dark, or the dead foul ; to the 
diſtreſſed, or tlie! d ſoul; ro the 
doubring, or the drooping foul ; to the 
proud, cr the paſſionate foul; to the 


weak, or the weary ſou]. "That which 
S.T.F. Fa- was the Motto of a Souldier in a nuli- 
re, Fac. tary ſenſe, may be the Motto of a Se- 
wiour 1n 2 merciful ſenſe, SAY anc 
DO. Chrift can Himſelf into 
Cer nd 2 es 

3. The Azdizer; Him. When; Je 


GR Sir, I am convinced tha! 
: everlaſtingly ble ed, or eve 
laftingly blafted ; eneralligty boy 


or 


SO nA a= = ,  vy + Y% % - S ©@P FRO CTR CT ONE SERIE 1 RR 


The One Thing. ; 
of everlaſtingly miſerable ; everlaſting- 

ly /aved, or everlaſtingly dawned; what Quid fact- 
fall I now do? what core ſhall] now dcwds 2 
ſteer ? what wweaſares ſhall I now rake? 
by what Compaſs ſhall I now fail, that 
I may inherit eternal life ? There's the 
way of life, and the way of death; 
there's eternal life, or eternal death ; 
now Sir, what ſhall I do to obtain the 
one, and eſtape the other ? The an- 
ſwer followeth, Thow knoweft the Com V. 20. 

. ery ; Kill 


faith another. When Jeſus heard theſe 
things, he faid unto him. Thus to tlic 
Preacher, and the Auditor. 

The Text. Net lackeft thou one thing. 3. 
8 Thot art no Adaiterer, but thou art 
2 00 Believer ; thou art a Morals, but 
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4 


"En w ord 
AH Ie. 


Pſa. 27.4, 


Ainl. 


Luk. 10. 


'E-ds N i as the word ſeemeth to 


>. 
pear 


- 
. 


The One Thing, 


As yet one thing to thee 2 wanting 3 
Funizs. Might not Chriſt have ſaid, 

et lackeſt rhou all things ? Iris there- 
hn (faith Beza) an holy Irony. It was 


+ David that ſaid to Abner, One thing 1 


require of thee. It was this ſweet Singer 
of Iſrael alſo that ſaid, One thmg bave 1 
deſired of the Lord, that - will ſeek af- 
ter But what was' this. one. thing ! 
That I may dwell im the Houſe of t he 
Lord for ever : Or, that I may dwell 
in the Houle of Febowab all the daies 
of my life. The Tabernacle had the 
Figure and Pattern of heavenly 
in Chriſt : But ro what end would this 
Pfalmiſt dwell in this Houſe for ever ? 
To bebold the Beauty of the Lord : Thar 
1s, to behold the Face of the Lord; for 
Beauty {1s inthe Face, and the Face is 
the 'Seat of Beauty, though this Beauty 
be but skin deep. Or (as. one faith) 
to ſcethe pleaſantneſs or amenity of Fe 
bovah, and conſequently to. enyoy it : 
Then follows, And to enquire . in bis 
Temple, or Palace. But may' Chriſt 
? One thing js needful, Duck 
: The 
inal is, There 55 need of one thing ; | 


SEE 


—B.. a St ERS Row B'OOU KG wilmngns uw to ws 


Diſh is enough; but Grotins diſlikes this, Aequs une 
Bur there is one thing thar is required, 0? wn eft. 
faith Tremelhas. Chriit ſpeaks | here 3 in 

an he ſtrain; there is one thing 
EC) a, 

there 1s one 1s needful 


uſeful above all ig that is _ 


ly neceſſary, but alſo of abſolute neceſi- 
that notonly to the Well-Bemng, Sen: «lc, 

but alſo to the very Being of a Chre- © Ye- 

Ah 3 a Man,'or a Woman, cannot be 
a without it; cannot be {@- 

withour it ; cannot be ſanitified 

withour it ; cannot be ſaved without 

ir. But what follows? And bath ho en - 

matiam, 

ie pada te mee 

( by an' excellency ) is the 4p — 

Marths did not chuſe a bad part, ' but 

Mary did chuſe the better parr.. 


b 
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What this ONE THING is, which « 
above ALL THINGS. - 


38 the Earth here, without Heawren here- 
after? Whar is temparal life without 
eternal life ? Everlaſting life is made up 
of Grece and Glory; now, is. not this 
life worthy hearing? worthy becding ? 
worthy having? wortby holding? 

The Lime of Natwre, yea of: Grece, is 
roo ſhort to ſound this Bortois ; but 
will not he wha is an Infmite Good, as 
well as Infinite God, be merciful, if I be 
loſt here ? Ar leaſt, will not he who is 
as good, as he is great, be merciful, if 


'Joh 10.28 | be at a loſs here? I groe wnto thers 


etcrnal life, and they ſhall never periſh, 
neither ſhall any hn luck them pers 
my hand. Here is life, yea, eternal life, 
and this not a Native, but a Donatrve; 
now, 1s not this life worth the girings 


The One Thing. 7 
ind receiving ? Oh my Soul! there's 
anather life, a better life : This is 
a carnal, that is a ſpiritual life ; this is 
a fleating, that isan abiding life ; this is 
2 t, thats a t life; 


this is 2 that us an eternal life. 
As the Giver is, ſo the Gift is; the Giver 


is Chroff, the Gift is eternal life : The 1 Joh. x. 
Groer is Himſelf, and the Gift is Him- 20 

felf; for he is the true God, and eternal 

and ſpeak? Fight the. go fyghr of 1 Tim.6. 
Faeh ; lay hold on eternal life. To lay 12. _ 


: ——o of imAafpe. 
aking 


hold, is not fumply an 
eternal life when preached,nor a 

| of eternal life when , but a 
reaching after it; a claſping faſt hold 


, | upon 1t; a ſeizing upon it with | 

| areas & n laying bold on it with 

bath hands, as upon a thing we were 

glad to haye gotten, and will be loth 

| toletgo again. It is a laying hold like 

* | an hungry man upona piece of bread, 

| that is ready to ſtarve; or like a man 

| that hath been twiceat the bottom ; if 

ri there be any thing within reach, he 

| will lay hold, and keep his hold; he 
knows, that if he lets go his hold, and 

fink a third time, he drowns, anedies 
| B 4 for 
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* 
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The One Thing. 
for it. Now, ſhould not an Evernity of 
Glory be in our Eye? Should not that 
man be mnked amongſt the vaineſt of 
men, who lives without the impreſſions 
of Glory upon him ? | 
May not this - be Grace ? Is Grace 
nothing ? As a way to Glory, there muſt 
be Grace; for Grace is the way to Glo» 
ry. Without holineſs no man ſhall ſee the 
Lord. He ſhall not ſee him asa Father, 
and as a Friend, but as a Fudge, and as 
an Enemy; for, though he who is an 
Infinite God, be all» an Infinite Good, 
yet as he is the beſt Friend, fo he is the 
worſt Foe, As fobn Baptiſt was the 
Forerunner of Chriſt,Ao Grace is the Way 
to Glory, and Holineſs is the way to Hap- 
'Pineſs. Doth not Sakvation (and all m 
a Tendency unto Salvation) run in the 
Chanel of Free-Grace?- Take the Aﬀer- 
tion of a Cedar in Lebanon; By Grace 
ge are ſaved. Here is the Matter, this 
is Salvation; ye are faved ; he ſpeaks 
in the preſent tenſe; ye are ; Salvation 
is begun; ye - have- grace, which 1s 
glory begun ; glory in the bud ; glory 
mil:rant. Here is alfo rhe Mamner ; 
by grace; not by works, but by grace; 
by | mn ye are ſaved ;to indica, tha 


ng.  RDT.AADC a 42R9P Co 
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effon, av well as the Prepreſſion 
role, 66 13'of Grace. By £70ce ”e V.8. 
b food thy faith." Grace \is the 


7 cauſe ;-'Chriſt is the weritorioms 


Au . Faith is rhe inſtrumental cauſe 


f our Salvation. ' Salvation is not by 
ris, bur by'grace. If any object, 
wy is our work, and E—_ to 
de juſtified by Faith, 1s to be uſtified 
y works ; ' the. Apoſtle adderh;' that 
ough this Fairh be (in) us, yet "ris 
t (of) us ; *ris not from the. power of 
ture, but *tis the Gift of God Not 
only the Habit'of Farh, bur alſo the 
AZ of Faith, is from th&God'of Grace, 


no way, unleſs free: every way. The 


whole 4Iphaber of Salvation, from the ©? 
Alpha to the Omega thereof, is eral, 


brick of Salvation, - from the Cell 
of Nature, to the Chair in Glory, is 
nded upon Free-Grace. May.nov this 
then be Grace ? Burone thing is need- 
ful. Grace isa Gem ; he, or {he that 
lives and dies without i it, 18 a-'Beg par, 
and worth nothing; ia ,and 
worſe than nothing. Grace is an 
the Bad, and Glory is Grace in, the 


3 


and from the Grace of Gd; -*tis grace Now gr 


lepible in Free-Grace, The "whole Fa de.” 


The One Thing, 
Flyer; 'tis the ſame State in. ancel 
Statue; the ſame Copy in a more cot 
Grace $,Tet tow owe the | 
1s an —_ thing ; an Exce i 
ung; the Topesn, of Ethiopia is but | 
to this Pearl ; *tis an ornament fc 


3 an EXCELLNg 
thing. Now, if we have Glory, 
we muſt have Grgce. 

3; May not this be Chrift ? Is Chrif 

2?" nothing? Is nothe ALL? Is not } 
Bonum, 5n that Good in whorn is all good, and no» 
vo oxmie thing but good? If we would be hap- 
nt bone. py hereafter, we muſt have Glory ; i 
we would have Glory, we muſt have 
Grace z' and if we would have Grace, 
Joh.1. 17. we muſt have Chriſt; for as the Law 
was gives by Moſes, ſo grace and truth 

Came Cars BrFagent 

ven MMa9jes, 
5 oppoſed to grace and- ena pw 
a W 


44. a. a. > th. a> is wn %.. A ty i ADARLW27 HIS > OE 0OM9r 


gf Chriſt, as that it 18 to be had no 


elſe. There is Salvation in nene other, AC 1.12, 


| cj EAMS. 
ather, Let. re have nothing to $4 
Luther) with a God in himſelf; witha 
God qut of Chriſt. Chrift is the Por of 
Mawea; the Cruſe of Oil; the bottom- 
les Ocean z the everlaſting Mine that 
never faileth his Church 3 and may not 
this then be Chris? Bus one thing *s 
. 'There 1s no Paradiſe wi 

this Tree; no Perfume without this 
Balm ; no Light without this Saw ; no 
Heat without this Five; no Fabrik 
without this Feandgtion ; no Oblatios 

without 
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The One Thing. 
without this Ezwh: no God and Gl, \ th 
without this Chraff, and that''in thi 
World; now' nizy not this be Chriſt, 

Tet lackeſft-thou one thing ? What Rell 
gius ſaid of one (Luther ' hath been al- 
waies great to me,but now-he i op | 


Semper. ©! eft,) may much more truly be faid b 
mh _ Chriftian of a Chrift ; Chiif hath ah 
_ ro me great,” but now he is 
* The World, with all the { pnging 
; and ſparkling ſp ſplendour of ich We 
pron with -all the trewdew and plory wy 
holds no-more proportion to Chriſt, than 
a Feather to a Mountaim, than' a Spark 
to the' Furnace, than a Drop to the 
_ way not 'then this be Chriſt as 
et in thee 1s wanting ? Oh my oy 
- thou upon” every t our 
Chriſt, as a Cloud nts Mr Tp as a 
Tree without Fruit ; as a Coal withour 
Fire ; as a Cypher (before) or (without) 
a Figure ; as's Body without -a Soul; 
and as a Fobrick without a Foundation, 
r Cor. 3: Is not that a great truth?: Other Foun 
It, dation can wo man lay than that already 
daid, which is Feſus Fer hn to 
the foundation pe 
is the foundation ries now wh 
not thus be Chrif, but one thing is _ 
” 


yl {+1? 1 may write it. with the 
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corfidence, and do write'-it with- the + 


'Y greateſt complacence, that. Chriſt is the 


Deſire of Nations; the Antient of Daies? 


the Armour-bearer among all the thou- 


fands inthe world; the Obje# of the 


Child's. deſire ; the Objef# of the Fg- 


ther's delight 3 and (according to the 
Hebrew ) Fehovah our..righteouſneſs ; Feboveh 
may not this. then be Chriſt, get b, cheſt tzidhenu. 
thou. arie thing ? ; Chriſt became Man, 
and conſequentially. Max's, that". Mas 
might becorge GoZs, who before was 
Satar's. 'One ſpake truly when be ſaid, Perksnss * 
that Chrifh. was the moſt excellent and 
notable 6negthatever. was:z;; deſcended 

of the.xternal Father a'he.13 the'Son of 

God; ,deſeended. of thie Patrigrchs, and 

renowned Kings pf Tudahyi as he's the 

Son of: Man ;, \may. not: then [this be 

Clriſ, us yetamzhee *is manting ?, As 772 Solve 
one ſfaid-of. fthens,in ſeeing} Slot (who ,,;," 
was:the:Atheniap-Lawgiyes)} thou haſt 

of alt,Gneect, ang Sls was the Excel 

lency of all; Athens. Thus Soul, in ſce- 

ing Chrift, thou halt ſeen ALL; Yor C91, ;.11, 


hes ALL;.gqea, ALL -in ALL; yea, 


ALL - inthe ver of ALE, ,and' a 
= 
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R bee thus 6 opp, and © Beet mae, 


"ii the 5 Now, if 
we ware] yo Aer nh we muſt 
"Fl have Glory ; Fac would have Glory, 
we muſt have Grace ; if we would have 
Grace, we mult have Clrif; and if we 
would have Chrift, we muſt wait for 
him under the per of the Goſ- 
gel. If we w the King (ualels 
we be uſhered into his preſence ) we 
iu wal thi place ew he af | 
ly takes his turns, and fects his Royal | 
If we would meet with Chrif, | 
we muſt wast vo 4 xs oa | 
- a dp P f (Chev | 
we meet Wit z. we 
muſt wait for him in his 
oe thr bk hi rm The a 


| 
wine” | 
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Calum. 
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her internal Tr before Chri , 
ſhe fate at te *; her wh 
reritial Humility unto 'Chrift. It was the 
cuſtom of old, that the Doctors, (for ho- 
nours ſake) "fate in a nigre eminent 

lace, but che Diſciples, &c, fate at their 
BE Thus Sas/ was brought up m 
the feet of Gamaliel. Preaching is 


cat,” and a work ; whercupos 
Perh one T had rather be a Preacher 


oth el, than an Emiperour. Ano» 

ith, I with Chrift (at his Com« 
hes find me.in the Pulpit. Anq- 
'ther faith; Chrif, cattie down from 
Heav with a Bib/: under, his Arm, to 
make'knownthe Will of the Father un- 


to the Children of men ; may not then 
this one one thing be the Goſpel, "Yet lacks 
thou" at tha 


Mej 


42 If the Ge eo in 
; of it; in the Mat- 
TR 3 of it, be kid from 2 


pero, that perſon (at preſent) is a loſt 


Le in-a loſt ſtare.” 
bid, 


Ke ere 
"% bid to them 
agar ik the 1; of 


life, bur 
the Soul. 
had z 


afide) to hear Chriſt. She fate; there's | 
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Wife, an Abigail; but converling (in 


Travel) amazing pains, and amuling 
pangs, the is loſt. Ah! faith the Hife, 
1 had'a Hwsband, a lovely, and a lo- 
ving Husband; an Tac, but his Verns 
were breathed, pnd his Vitals let our, 
and he is /oft. Ah! faith the Father, I 
had a Child; this Child was not a Be- 
noni (a Son of forrow) but a Benjamin, 
(the Son of my right hand) but croſſing 
the Sees, was made a Captive, and he 
is loſt. Theſe are great lotſes, but what 
are theſe to the loſs of the Soul? If the 
Goſpel be hid, *tis hid to them that are 
loſt ; may not-this then be the Goſpel, 
But one thing ts needful? Reflet now 
on the honourable Appellations under 
which this Goſpel paſlerh. | 
*Tis called the Goſpeb of God. Paul, 1: 
talled to be an Apoſtle ; called an A», .. ,_ 
poltle, ſo the Greek; ſeparated unto the 5G. 
Goſpel of God. *T's called the Goſpel Rom. 1. 1. 
of God, becauſe 'tis a Goſpel that God 
(hath) owned ; *tis a Goſpel that God 
(doth) own ; yea, 'tisa Goſpel thar God 
(will) own, and that for his Own. _ 
*T'is called the Goſpel of the Sow of 2. 
God. Let your converſation be as becom- Phil. 62 7: 
eth the Goſpel of CON ony it(accord- | 
ing 
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ing to the import of the word) to- 
wards the Goſpel of Chrift, as Citizens 
of an heavenly Feruſalem.; of a City 
which is above. T's called the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, becauſe "tis a Goſpel that 
Chriſt hath owned, doth own, wall 
own, and that for his own, being the 
Subjett,the Subſtance,and the Swm of it. 

"Tis called the Goſpel of the Grace of 
God. But none of theſe things move me : 
Whar none! thar's ſtrange, for there 
are ſnares caſt in all thy waies; weither | 
count I my life dear to my ſelf: This w | 
ſtrange indeed ; what nor life! when a 
great perſon ( rather than he would 
dye) defired to live the life of a Toad 
under a Threſhold, What not life! a 
ſweer Menroſyilable , and the -greateſt 
Excellency. No; neither count I my | 
lite dear unto my ſelf : Bur what fol- 
loweth ? ſo that I may finiſh my comrſe 
with joy, and the work of the Miniſtry, © 
which I kaws received of the Lord Feſws, 
70 teſtifie the Goſpel of the Grace of God, 
A Life ſhould be preferred before a * 
thouſand worlds ; but the Goſpel thould | 
be preferred before a thouſand Lives. 
*Tis called the Goſpel of the-Grace of 


God, becauſe the Grace of God runs | 
| in 


The One Thing. | 
in the Veins of the Goſpel of God. 
"Tis called the Goſpel, of the Peace of 
God. Let your fee: be ſhod with the pre- + 
gration of- the Goſpel of Peace. Civil Eph. 6.1y. 
e 15 a great mercy, but what 3s ſpi- 
rirual Peace then? External Peace is 
a great mercy, but what 1s internal,and 
eternal Peace then ? Political Peace is 
a great mercy, but what is Evangelical 
Peace then ? Peace is better than War ; 
han the very name of Peace is deſirable; Pax belld - 
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t what is this Peace then which is Co hes 
omen pg 


the Peace of God? *Tiis called the Gof (;, Je/77e- 
pel of Peace, becauſe Peace is laid up rabile. 
(in) the Goſpel, and God ſpeaks Peace 
(through) the Goſpel. "Turn oyer the 

Leaves of the Goſpel, and converſe the 

Lines of the Goſpel, and there you may 

read of Peate ; yea, of Peace paſſing all 
underſtanding. As ye may there read of 

the Peace of God, ſo ye may read there 

of the God of Peace. 

*Tis called the Goſpel 'of the Power 5. 

of God. Thus the Apoſtle alſo hath it; 

I am not aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt, Rom. 1.16 
for it is the Power of God unto Salva- 

tion : "Tis not the Effential Power of 

God, but *ris the Organical Power of 
God; the Hord of God is made (by 

CO the 
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the Spirit of God, the great Inſtrument 
of the Peer of God : But unto whom ? 
To every one that beleveth, to the Tew 
firſt, and alſo to the Greek. Though the 
Goſpel be proffered unto all, yet *tis 
profitable ro no more than believe. As 
a Mediine 1s efetual to no more than 
receive it ; fo the Goſpel is efteCtual to 
no more than receive it in the love 
of it. 
6 'Tis called the Goſpel of the Kingdom 
Mat. 24. & Go4.The Goſpel of tbe Kingdom ſhall be 
14. Preached. *T'is called the Goſpel of the 
Kingdum , becauſe it brings joyful 
tydings of the Kingdom of Heaven : 
Bur where ſhall this be Preached ? In 
all the world: To all the then known | 
parts of the wor:d (before the deſtru- | 
tion of Feruſalem) was the Goſpel | 
Preached. If any object the Antipodes, 
(a people dwelling on the other fide of ! 
the Earth, with their feet directly over 
againſt ours) and other people far re- 
mote; then-(by all the world) 1s not p 
to'be underſtood every ſmall corner, 
and unknown part of the world, but 
(by a Synecdoche) the greateſt of the |! 
world then known to be. inhabited : 
But to what end was this-Gofpel of the 
on ' Kingdom 


The One Thing. 
Kingdom to be Preached ? For a Wit- 

neſs unto all Nations : That the Jews 

(who were incorrigible ) might under- 

ſtand that God had juſtly exe them: 
But'what follows ? And then ſhall the Luke 2 [ 
end come. The end of the Temple, and *©» 74: 
City, not of the World, if Chryſofom or 

Luke may be credited 

"Tis called the Goſpel of Salvation. 7. 

In whom ye alſo tru a e beard Eph.1.13. 
the Word of Truth, the G ſpe! of your 
Salvation. *Tis called the Word of 

Truth, becauſe indifted by the Author 

of all Truth; and the Goſpel of Salva- 

tion, becauſe it contains ſo much ſuper- 

natural 'Truth as is neceſlary for our 
Salvation. 

"Tis called an everlaſting Goſpel. g 
Hnd I ſaw another Angel fly n the midſt and 
of Heaven : May not this Angel be ih 
another beſides one of thoſe Singers ? 
for he made mention of no Angel be- 


fore this, unleſs we ſhould fay that thoſe 
Maſicians (called Har pfomnands a Quire yore 2, 
of Angels: Bur what follows ? Having 

the everlaſting Goſpel to Preach to _ 

that Yak oo upon np: Earth. "Ts called 
an everlaſting Goſpel ; nor that was 
everlaſting] y Preached , but becauſe 
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ir proceederh from the everlaſti 

counſel of God ; becauſe it containeth 

the words of everlaſting life 3 and be- 

cauſe it remaineth everlaſtingly. . "Tis 

called the everlaſting Goſpel,. þecguſe 

(though ir may be ſent out of the 

World) yet it cannot be ſent, out of the 

Heart; now way not then this one 

thing be the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 

Tet lackeft thou one thing * Thus to the 
Appellations, under which this glorious 

Goſpel paſſeth, diſtintly, and conciſe- 

ly diſcuſſed. *T's rrue, Chrif can work 

by /mall means, cauſing the walls of 

ericho to fall down upon the ſounding 

of ſeven Trumpets of Rams Horns ; by 

feeding alſo many thouſands with five 

Barley Loaves, and two ſmall Fiſhes:: 

Ran. 10. Nez, bow ſhall they belive in him of 
+ whom they have not beard ? and bow 
ſhall they Co without a Preacher © T'is 

true, Chrif- can work w$thout means, 

and pive reſurrefion to Lazarus, who 

' had been interred ſome tzme, having 

Mark 16. been dead four daies: Yet, Go ye mto 
15* all the world, andPreach the Goſpel to 
evdhyereature ; 1. e. to every reaſonable 
creature ; for theſe ſolely are .capable 
of the Dotrine of the Goſpel,and ſtand 


in 
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in need of it : Now Mean is called a 
creature (by an Antonomaſia, which is 
2 putting of ane name for another) be 
cauſe he is - the Chyef of all any” s. 
Gregory gives a more /xbti/, than -/ols 
LY ry ps pang 
ture, becauſe Adarn is a Microco/m, and 
hath ſomething common with all crea- 
rures; as Being with Stones, and Life 
with Plants ; as Senſe with Beaſts, and 
Reaſon with Angels. Did Beda Preach 
to the very Stones ? and S. Francis (as 
the Monks ſay) to Birds, and to Fiſhes ? 
Yet as Eve is called the Mother of «ll 
Living ; that is, of all Men;fo to Preach 
the Colpel to every. creature, 15 to 
Preach it to all Nations; ro Fews and | ; 
Gentiles, *T'is true, Chriſt can' work 

by contrary means, and cure a Perſon 

' by Clay and Sp.ttle, that was born 

blind ; yet, Faith cometh by hearing, Rom. 10. 

and hearing by the Word of God. *T'is 17- 

true, Chriſt can work by extraordinary 

means, and convert Water into Wine ; 

Yet, of his own will begat he ws by the Tam.1.18, 

Word of Truth. Ah! But what 1s the 

Goſpel of Grace, without the Grace of 

the Goſpe/ ? What is the Cabinet with- 

out the Fewel? What is the Poul with® _ 

C 4 out 
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out the Angel? the Gallery wnhout the 
King ? and the Field without the Pearl? 
What is the Word of Grace in thy 
Head, without the Work of Grace in 
thy Heart ? This one thing therefore 
( if I miſtake not )) is a compoſition of 
theſe four things : The Diſpenſation of 
the Goſpel, that we may have Chriſt, 
and Grace from Chriſt, in order to an 
Eternity of Glory with Chrif, is this 
ONE THING above ALL 
THINGS to be endeavoured and 
embraced, to be refleed and received, 


to be profeſſed and purſued by every In- 
druidual. 


——— 


CHAP. IIL 
Inferences from this ONE THING. 


TY Truth gives check to thoſe 
that are wnbelieving, and miſtaken 
about this ONE THING. As Chriſt 
ſaid to Martha, Behewveſt thouthis ? fo 
I might write to many, Believe yethis ? 
But as many are wnbelzeving about it; 
ſo many are miſtaken about ut. For in- 
ſtance; 

Ask 


' The One Thing. 
Ask a Micah (or Popiſh Perſon) what 
this ONE THING is, and he may 
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tell you his Images. Though an [dof 1 Cor.$.4, 


be nothing; nothing ſubliſting in nature; 
of no real worth; hath no intrinſfick 

wer or virtue; yet the. Heathens 
( had ) and the Papiſts (have) their 
Idols. The Heathens had Baesl, as the 
Image of the Sun; had Diana, as the 


Image of the Moon ; and had Dagon, as 

the Image of a Fiſh. The Heathens did Funeral 
maintain (faith - one) that rheir 7dols of the 
were compoſed of two things ; of a vi- Maſs, p-77 


fible Image, and of an invitible Des 

dwelling in it. The Maſs is the Papi 

Diana ; the Hoſt is the Papiſts God; 
but can that be God which may be 
ftoln? A Thief was Executed at Pars, 
for ſtealing out of a Church the Chalice, 
and this God in it; the Prieſ# went to 
the Pri/on 1n his Sacerdotal Ornaments, 
and falling on his knees before the 
Pocket of the Thief, pulled his God our 


14. 


P- 55» 


of it. In the City of .Quilacare (faith Rols of all 
one) every twelfth year is a ubile, Religions, 


kept to the Honour of their Idol; in Pe 5 


which the King of that place (upon a 
Scaffold covered with Sk) before the 
People waſheth hunſelf ; then prayeth 


to 


_—_ 


The One Thing. 
to the 1dol;; and (baving cut off his 
Noſe, his Kors, his Lips and other 


parts). at laſt curs his own Throat as a 
Sacrifice to his Idol, All thoſe who own 


and profeſs that to be God, which is 


is 
:: Turpitude in the Abſtra#,' and there- 
Mirror, fore (faith one) 1dols are called GELU- 
p.653. | LIM, aword lgnifying the excrements 
that come out , and a term 
too good for thoſe dunghil Dezties, and 

1 Pcr. 4.3. abominable Idolatries. In the 


not God, are Idolaters. Ido 


great 
_ Moguls Country, there is a City called - 


» Wherein there is a Chepel, 

= an Idol called Mine, wp 

mw by many thouſands of the 
yy ya oo (out of a ſuperſtitious de- 
votion )* cut off part of their Tongues, 
which they offer in Sacrifice to it. A- 

mongſt the Mabometans are a ſuperſti- 
yon Sed called Devices, whoſe Penan- 
ces far eaxced thoſe of the Romanifts, 
as if they rook more pains to go to 
Hell, than any Chriſtian doth to go to 
Heaven. An Idols a falſe and a lying 
Sign: a meer Fiftion; nothing for 
nification, though ſomething for ſu 
ſtance, becauſe made of Wood or Stone, 
of Silyer or Gold. I read of « Aceh, 
an 
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and were he hereto ſpeak as he former- 

ly did, I mightfay that he ſmelt rank- 

ly and ſtrongly of St. OMERS : -Burt 

what was his Diale&# then? And be Judg.18, 

| ſaid, Te bavc taken away my Gods which *++ 

| Imade, and the Priefts, and are gone 

away, but what have I more ? and what 

x this that ye ſay unto me , what aileth 

thee? Here was this man's ONE 

THING, his Gods, and the Pricft : 

They came together,- and let them go 

together. When the Gods,and the Prieſt 

were taken away (which were not 

worth the keeping ) all was taken away; 

for the man had no Chrift, no God in 

Covenant, no God in Chriff, Ah my 

Soul ! is it not pity that it ſhould be 

more connatural unto Man to worſhip 

a God of his own making, than the God 

that made him ? 

Ask an Apzcius (or gluttononus per- 2+ 

ſon) what this ONE "THING 1s, and 

he may lay his Belly. *Tis faid of Plures pe- 

Apicizes (who lived in the time of Se-  6re fea 

zeca) that he was without compare for (; hs g 

Gluttony, and wrote a Book how to 

move Appetite. Moderacy contents Na- 

ture, but Gluttrony overthrows it. Tt 

was the Rule of one Clemens, many 
. Diſbey 


4$ 


Raro vids 
continens 
tems quem 
non vids 
vbſtinen- 
gem. 


Rom. 13, 


capul2, 
lancibus 


cer 


The One Thing. 
Diſhes, many Diſeaſes, No man (ac+ 
cording 'to the Geneva-Laws) might 
have above twelve diſhes of meat at 
any Feaſt, beſides fruits. *Tis pity that 
London "(though the Metropolis of Exp- 
land) doth not write after this Genevs 
Copy. *Tis proverbial, Store 18 no Sore ; 
but Galen, and Hippocrates, have affirm- 
ed otherwiſe. I have ſeldom ſeen one 
continent, that is not abſtinent. We muſt 
not pamper the body, and cater for the 
fleſh; preſerve it we muſt, but make 
proviſion for it, we muſt not. Ah my 
Soul ! mourn thou, and fall intoa paſ- 


fon, for ſo little refleting, and leſs rea- 


lIizipg that pure precept ; Makg no pro- 
vifes for th MS: = fulfil the 1. 
thereef.' Nature (in framing of Man) 
teacheth him Temperance; giving him 
a little Mouth, a narrow Throat, and a 
leſs Bellz.than other creatures have; yet 
ſuch isfhe prodigious unnaturalneſs of 
too many,that (according to the French 


Plures pe- Proverb) they dig their Graves with 
reunt cra- their Teeth, whilſt their Kitchen is their 
Pula quam Shrime, their Cook their Prieſt, their 


Table their Altar, their Belly their God. 


quam lane Hence 1t is, that Meat kills more than 


the Mysket, and the Board than the 


Sword. 
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| 4 As Gluttony is noxious to the Body, 
b 


. The One Thing. 
$ord. There is a luſcious delight in 


taſting, and ſwallowing of meats,which 
made the Epicure wilh his Throat as 


\ long as the Cranes. The Body (at beſt) 


3s but the living Coffin of the Soul, as 
the Grave is the dead Coffin of the Bo- 


to the Eſtate, whulſt the protuſe Pro- 


| digal doth entomb his Anceſtors in his 


own Bowels, turning his Rents into 
Ruffs, and his Lands into Laces : "T's 
alſo noxiozs to the Soul, for Gluttony is 
the Gatlery of Incentinericy, and brings 


29 


to poverty. The drunkard, and the glut- Prov.23. 


ton ſhall come to poverty. As any one , 


1 more prudent, fo he 1s more tempe- 
rate, for he eats to live, and lives not to 


eat. While others (faith Socrates) live Dum vi- 


that they may eat, I will cat that I may 
live. He alſo inviting friends to Supper, 


vunt ut 
edant, eyo 
edam ut 


was told his proviſion was too ſmall for yy. 


his Company; to whom he anſwered, if 


they be good, here is enough; if they be 
bad, here is t00 much. Men ſhould ra- 
ther be like Ants, and Bees (thoſe wileſt 
of creatures ) abounding rather in 
Breaſt,” than in Belly; but not aflimi- 
late the Locuſts, which. have but. one 
Gu ; and the Spiders, which have little 


elſe 


_—_— I 
dens, 
ta | boy 
multaque 
male - di- 
CNS. 


The One Thing. 
_y than Belly. A Sage is not a Slave to 
tite or Pallat ; he can (for a 

Pee upon Gruel with Daniela 
wy; with Eliſha; upon L 
and a Cruſe with Elyab; upon Lock Y 
and Wild þ wr np "Fob Baptiſta d 
, Upon an Herrm 
* "This was the pitaph of that Epicure 
(a Poet of Rhodes) called Timocreon ; 
he did eat much, and drink much, and 
ſpeak much evil. Nature is content 
"mh a little, but Grace 1s content with 
Iſs. An Epicure defiring Cats to live 
with him, he anſwered, no, for I like 
not thy company; I love not to cen- 
verſe with a man that uſeth his Mouth 
more thaa his Ears; who is bulied more 
to pleaſe his Taft in eating and drink- 


ing, than to enrich his Underſtanding in 
heating and diſcourfin 0 I have alſo 
M. Liviys, read Fone, who prod; lly wafting 2 
Calum & conſiderable Eſtate, j at his own 


Cenum, 


folly, ſaying, that he had left not 
>>, ch th dl Air, and Mere. Tt 
Sape of Iſrael meets with ſuch Fools, 
for he q = Fay _ a mock at fm. 
Sin 1s a foolsſh, as well as a 

Sm 1s the greateſt folly borer. 
As the greatelt Soles are the greateſt 
Sages ; 


a Cak-- 


or two, as Lather di]: | 


—_—Y hd Coco 2 


without Reins (as Tullia did over the 


The One Thing. JL 
Sages; ſo. the greateſt Sinners are the 
reſt Fools. Burt as to this one thin 

in the eye of Epicurus, tis his Belly, 1 
the great Door of the Gentiles may be Phil, 3.19. 
:redited, whoſe GOD is their BEL- 
Y. They who wind their Belly, as 
they ſhould mind God, make a God of 
their Belly, and their Belly a God. 

Ak a Ceſar, (or an ambitious per- 3- 
ſon) what th's ONE THING 1s, and 
he will ſay, his Honcur. He pourtrayed S:c mes 
the Ambitioniſt to the life, who pictu- f. — ſe- 
red him ſnatching at a Crown, and _ 
falling with it, with this Motto ; Thus 
do I purſue my Ruine. Ambition Rides 


dead body of her Father) to be made 

ueen. It was Bernard that uſed to ſay, 

Ambition 1s a gilded Miſery ; a ſecret i 
Poyſen ; a bidden Plague; the Engineer 

of Deceit ; the Mother of Hypocriſee z the 

Parent of ; the doth of Saxdity ; 

the Original of Vices; turning Med+- 

cimes into Maladies, and Remedies into 
Diſeaſes, 'Though Honour be made an 

Idol, yet it. hath no ſure ons, but 

ſtands in-a ſkppery place. Herod (the Act. 12, 
Mount of - Pride) is one day honoured 22: 23+ 


3 a God, and preſently after eatca y. 
o 


JN The One Thing. 
of Worms. Ceſar and Pompey” wers 

—_—_ two ambitious Romans; the one could 
non *” not endure a Swperiour, nor the other an 
Equal. *T's faid that Honony 1s in the 
Honourmg, not Honoured. It was Theo- 

doſars Senior that accounted it a greater 

Honour that he was a Member oi the 

Church, than that he was Head of the 


Empire. Is not Honowr like a Hat, now 


oft, now on ? and like a Bucket, now 
up, now down? Honour follows the 
Honor fue Fleer of it, and flees the follower of it. 
gientem ſc- Haman (making uproar, as the word 
guatur, ſe- ſ\pnifieth) was ambitious of Honour ; 
F = + this was his Ido, and his One Thing, It 
Mordecat pays him no Homage, he is 
Eſth, 3. 5. greatly diſguſted. - hen Haman ſaw 
that Mordecai bowed not, nor did him 
reverence, be was full of wrath. Is not 
Honour like a King in a Play? when 
his part is aCted, he is diveſted of his 
Ornaments, and he that held the Baſon, 
15 as good as He, It was Scanderbeg that 
uſed to pray to God, that it might be 
far from him to purchaſe Honour by 
ſheding the blood of Saints. The great- 
eſt States have the greateſt Tarns. Are 
not Mowntams ſooner ſtricken with 
Thunder than Valleys * and Cedars more 


obnox10us 


"ay W Ml — 


_— 


I» + 5D Bf th 2 nar. tive mom. mn 


his Ambition, 
enaugh to be 


ty. Was not. 
the ONE. T G with 
was in danger of loſing his 
ger of lohng his Life; 


before 30. 
AK 
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34 The One Thing, 

\ Aka Demas (or an avatition per- 

* Gn) wharthis' ONE THING is, and 

he will-ſay;'-the Workd. '"Fhe- World is 

the Paradiſo of a Fool | Fhough. the 
Mat of the World be,” THIS SOME- 

Hee ali» THING-<1S' NOTHING 5 though 
quidNibil: rhe World'be © P ageant, more in ſhew 
than' it»: whfwce ; and 


—— - — — _— — - — 


— 


— 


(in) theworld, is a mercy 3 -but to have 
bore hoc a portion, is -® miſery. 
what he bath, but in what he is, and 
| hopes 'w -be. A covetous heart (like 
places where Gold is) © is moſt barren. 
| Gold hath devotions paid tot, wy 
158 Goddeſs,,and (by-the People of Br, 
il Ns ” God of the Chriſtians) 
il yet the Earth is barren where this1s. A 
f covetous perlon is a: Robber ro himſelf; 
| empry; that his Parſe 
common ſort, 
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Canſe of Apoftaſie. Demas bath forſaken 2 Tim. 4- 

Ce bond (or aired this 2 

' preſent world. "The word here (to love) pulley 

as generally it” ſigrafieth to love; fo | 

ſpecially to love a thing by adhering to 0... dili- 

racing ma ty = for _—_ Liens, iis ac 
ve, we acquieſce Budens. It quieſcirmw. 

Þ Gibof Lode, hate om red 

with all kinds of Tempretions, ſave only 

videtafnef Grunfin, hace os 

rice the ppetite ? Ic is a 

ſtion; whether -a covetous man Y 

more pains I than to 

keep"1t; and fo 18 either a Laban, or 

2 Nabal; both infamous Names in the 

Old Teſtament, ſpeaking one anorhers 

Name backward. Covetowſneſs is a dry 


ble quantity 


a C 


—_— - = 
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his and yet it glad to 
XX Ns a 


7: 
TELE 


8 
rk 
FELT 


F 


hd 3 
IA 


ry ky 


Chriſt | 
thing in the Greature of any h 
ENERes much leſs of any long conrent- 


JOY 


_ 

Bigter-ſweet 3 yea. (ſaith Bernard) they 
we 8 /weet, Pofon.. Doth not F 
oath g Fe 
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The One Thing, 
meſs weſs look'like inconfitent with the 


truth of Grace — _ ha 
'tIoh.2.1s 


dead) yer 
the world; the = ha does oo | 
in bim) It was 2 good” 
Qion, thongh it fell frons the (hahe of 
Philoſophy; the' way to make a! tran 
rich, is to increaſe his wealth, but ro re 
ſtrain His covetous deſires. $ pr 
18 a Cheat, 2d a Mounebayk : 
is the Avitbnteticlan that can © hos 
the perſons ravralized therewith ? and} 
yer this is the 'ONE THING wich 
y perfor Money 4% one part 
the WEAd. wile odoref our de 
the root of all evit.' The owe of 
the rodt of a evll--A x 
inordimate love of todef? ihe root ;' 
OR Pe nn principle, or 
; bat the "root; of 'what? 'of 


mort Hires. £7cer 


is I Tim. 6; 


and 10. 


evi . Goits, ſo- the Greek Fext : ad 19427. 


not of a few; orof many : of of very Vieu Mzc- 
many, bit of all evils. Box calls Ava- mn = = 


rice, the” Metropolis of Vice. Timon calls Elemen- 
it, the Element of Evils. IE not a cove- tum. 


tous man ready to commit any in? 
Duid non mortalia peffora conis Aur: 
ſacra fames? Now, ſhould it not be for 
a L1mentati#n; that this World, which 
D } 15 


I King. 
21, 2F. 


The One Thing.. 

gomk a3, and whereof Money is 

part, ſbould be the" ONE. THING | 
= men ? Once more ; And 
* Covetonſneſs, which is Idobatry:. "Here 
the World s an Idol, and the ONE 
THING. The Idols of the Heather 
(Gith the Pſalmiſt) are Gold and'Silver; 


== ghvap heya avariciows perlon : 


as Plautinus acutely obſery- 
ppeth the _ Iwege. of his 
= of G Gold ond and Silver in the Church-; 
the other of the Prince ſtamped upon 
his Cogn, in his Chef. But ſuffer a re- 
flection of the A#s that are common 
to an Antichriſtian, and an Awv/aricious 
n. The Idolatrous man feareth 
is Gods; the covetous man feareth his 


| Geld; the former puts cankdence in 


his Gods; the latter puts conhdence in 
hns Gold; The former ſerteth his heart, ' 
ſetleth his affeftions, - and placeth his 
Felicity im his Gods, the latter ſerteth 
his "6 upon his Gold and quay and 
holdeth them for his chiefeſt good 
Ask an Ahab (or a Rio pr 
what ths ONE THING u, and 
will ay his Six. Was not Abab fs 
gitious perſon? He ſold bimſelf to work 
wickedneſs in the few of the Lord,whem 
Fey 


- — ——c—_ 
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fu The One Thing,” 
Jezebel bis gugfe ftirred 
the Woe of a Saint, and/t 


my Sas. 
Fark of - a 


lied of Tronbl, and Troxble be all the 
Harveſt We.TCap þ'DY Sin, Ia top! wp ny 
Then bs fe hs Jy Was to Hell, and 
to Hell, an 
Thangh/in be the, Fx te hl apd 
wn gon (ny ONE. THING. . As. 
a Fiſb is avits, Element, when,in the Wa-. 
ter ;, {c & 8 Sewer a in bis Klapone when: 
+ offi Woe Mich. 2.1. 


wk asked woes: ER an-. 


ſwered, 1 =, but undo 1y ſelf. 1, Diu vixi g 
have lived have, {mned 4 diu pecca- 


ſaid Auguſtine, : +30 ſo Beze., As theres *** 
the Naturz'of Si» ; ſo there is the Sin 


D 4 | of 


| of \ the _—_ and yet- wil make 

- ned ſine this the ONE' THING. & i fard of 

| 2 lng om ere, The 
Fn" | of Finn oppolin eve 

Hg of grace olſts ” 

every-fin ; but the full con- 

” and pho oy every fin, 


F.-. SEES 


\ Kd RN tf 
be — Luk rhe- Monk, was 
not felt ay. motion ts fin for Forty 
years together. - "Sim hath its 1 
and that's Delight; then its: Formation; 
and that's Defpin; then its Birth, and- 
14- that's Aftjon; then its Growth, and: 
{ih - that's Ciſfams; "then its End, and that's 
CL.  Danmatzon:” Fo this the Apoſtle ſets 
his Seal ey luft hath conceived, it 

Jam. 1.1 5, hb and yrs when it is 
het ages fork dens, By fe 
Cad __ doth Daft ariſe 
unto 2 nd men Her 
< a fo Saree n, that maketh -Sin 
ONE THING: it tempteth, con- 
S__ ,produceth,perfetterh, damneth. 
He that faith concerning his _y 


+<4hk-S 


The One Thing; , 


4Þ 


She fag eoncething. her Son, Let him = ao 


kill 96," (6 he tn#y 
though-I'be'fick; let 
be ſad ; 164 Sv ive, tary rp 
Si lives thengh 1 be: F3- Bs 
doubtedly rhe'perſon tar ' taaketh Sas 
the ONE THING. ' He that: ſaith to 


Iniquity, as Gel (ard ro' "Foſbub, I will . 


never "leave "'rbir wor forſdke "thee, (is 


without ll "ntne the | 
that redk#th Si Ne ON "THING. 


Sis is a euried Inmate, ep” a curſed 
Makebate between Godand Man ; be- 
twebn Max and Max; between "Man 
ind Himſelf, 
15 the 


E THING. "Tis a fad, 


and yet (with moſt) this ' 


{Yew Sim live, Nero.” 
a 


bur - a fare word, Lovers of pleaſures 2Tim-3.4- 


m.re than lovers of God. Ambroſe men- 
tions one, (who having a Dy/eaſe upon 


his Body) the Phyſicians told him, "that Throtimur, 


unleſs fe .abſtained from Drunkenneſs 
and Unclearneſs, he would loſe his eyes; 
bit the heart of the man was fo deſpe- 
rately ſer'upon His fin, —_—_ 


then Farewel fwtet Light." But: *tis a Vale Lu- 
brave temper to be afraid of Sm, faith men ame 


D. Collinges, m his modeſt'Plex for the ; 
Lord's Day. "There is nothing fo grate. © 
fed to a Same (in) his Sin (as) his Sin; 
whereby 


Cum. 


? why wan. y be cw 
go, that wp Siu may 
ſftay- 
he (as to habitation) _ Weftmin- 
fterian, who aid, I cannot lay which 
1s the Sin.of my Nature. But is not he 
too great a ſtranger ro his own heart ? 
. *tis the Six of his Conftitation; the Sim of 
' his Complexion ; the Sin that doth ſo 
eaſily beſet bim. t may be a familitude 
taken from large and | 


garments, 

which were wont t@ be hid off in Ra- 
| ces, that they m ight be the. freer to 
_ Tua..,, This Devid calls his iniquity. 
> bi aps bans 

rom mine iniquity, The 


of an Abrabam. He ty is the Trea- 
ſury of. Satan for Sing 13 like to. be 
Treaſury of” God for Wrath. Sin is of 
an encroaching nature; *tis ike a ſtall 
River that grows by going; like 2 
Ganprene, that ſpreads —_—_ : _ 
ike 


* WF) Wi = £ ww wy WW: i” fu © 1-4 


The One Thing.” 
like Ivy, that aſcends gradually until 
the-Tree be overtopped. Al men fay 
they fin, but ſin appears fin to very few 
The 


Epethute, or Title upon; Sin, be 
5 veſs it Ft its own name, Sinfub 


fm; that ſin by the commandment me 


ar exceeding ſeonful; or {intult fm ; 
Ks (with moſt) this is the -ONE 
THING. Sin is net only a. turning 
(from) Gad,bur alſo a turning(againſt) 
God. "The wages of {in (commirted) is 
death ; butithe wages of fin. (conceal- 
ed ) ische worſt of that death. To be a 
Man, 'is to be a Simmer. Sin begins in 
rurning the- Heart from God ; fin ends 
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poſe when he would pur a dif Rom.7.1 3 


in turning Ged, from - the Heart ; and: 


yet this, with moſt (for the moſt are 
worlt ) is the ONE THING. No- 
thing ſhould be fo bitter as /#x in the 
AF ; tor nothing will be ſo bitter as 
Si in the Iſſue. What was ſaid of 
oab's Sword, may be ſaid of my, and 
of thy lin; Shall the Sword devour for 
ever ? Knoweſt thou not thas it will be 
bitterneſs mm the latter end? It God 
ſhould-not limit, and circumſcribe the 
atts of wicked men, every wicked man 
would be a Miſcreant, or a Monſter ; an 
Abſalom, oran Akab ; a Cay, or a Ca- 
lignla 


Plurims, 
peſſims. - 


2 Sam. 2. 
26. 


= 
— I ————— 
——______— _——— 
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Intenſive ; (inful s 
exrenſive. Dealer 


11a. 64.6. 


_ One Thing.” 
lignla in wickedneſs; the finfulneG6 of 
man would not only be our of meaſure 
e/y (or in regard of the 
it) ) ou alſo out of _—_— 

ely (or in reſpe& of the 
[rats Ro) and break rp 
och” Sim (which is a Compound of 
Evil, & the ſole obje& of Divine Abbor- 
rexce Js (with ſome)che ONE THING. 
| Aka Sax (or 2 legal perſon) what 
pore I and he: will tell you, 
works are either. good, 
or AA good works are for imitation ; 
evil —_ are far evitation. All works 


We ave all as an unclean thing, -or per- 
ſan (faith the Commentator for the 
rerm is maſculine : We are like a 

overſpread with Leprofie, andour Ma 


lady is from Top to Toe; from Head to 


Neve? Is hereall ? No; and all our 
Rogbteouſneſſes are as filthy Rags. There 
1s 2 variety of Opinions (even atnongſt 
the Fewiſh Criticks themſeives) as a 
Coat 


Coar of Patches, or Rags ; 


Pity, 1s but g/ittering and 


The One Thing 


Coat made mays os, LP ot 
Clout of Sores, &*c. Morality is Nature 
refined ; *tis but Old Adam in another 
Proſe and yet (with many ) this is the 
E THING. Where Faith is not 


th be) « go work 1s not. Ub; Sides 
perſon (are non eff, bo- 
like the Children of a Woman that ne- **** © 


All the wor 


ver entred into nuptial State )ſpurious 
and 1 te. /Tar _— gra 
gliftermg Imi- 

ONE, and yet this (with: ſome) whe 
Rigketoalack ad To deny our own 


kk 
nh way of Rghtomloh is a righ 
The works of a Me 


op As they : are not (from) —_ 
ſo they are not (for ) Chriſt; he 
1s not their Principle, nor thar 
The flame of Fehu's Zeal was bur 
Kitchin-fire,and therefore his Reforma- 
tion was Murder. in the fight of God. 


Twill a the blood of Jexvee! 
the bouſe of Yeh Self-love is 2a ta 


plying, =_ a magatring gals The 
Papifs lay, that good works are mert- 
torious ; the very cauſe of Salvation 3 
and that God hath fer forth Heaven to 
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ſale for 'our works. ſition 

id for the _—_ ) is not A Ben 

Pp. 653. t alſo prodigal; and no wonder ; for 

Me-catura Bellarmme concludes good works to be 

regu: cle the Price, and Purchaſe 'of Heaven. -A 

ft. work truſted to, is'as mortal as a 
{1n unrepented of; and yer" Morality 

(with roo many) mk the ONE 

THING. The godly (in doing good 

works)ſhou'd be like the Silk-worm, 

O12ritzy Whole: Morro is (She is covered in ber 

dim opera= working ;) the hides ber ſelf, and is co- 

Fur, vered all over while ihe works, within 

the curious Silk which ſhe works. Is 

not that a ſtrange ſtram ? Standby thy 


Ia.6g. g. elf * come not near tome, for I ans bo- 


lier than thou. Theſe perſons, - as 1m- 


pure and profane as they were, would 
ſeem to be holier than others, - and 
counted all impure but themſelves. Thus 
the .Phariſee left the Publican behind 
him as impure. God [ thank thee, that 
- Luke 18. TI am not as other men are, extortioners, 
11, &c. or as this Publican. He begins with 
—_ ruing, but had nothing of Con- 
A. F pleads his Negative Righte- 
ane, that he was no Extortioner,and 
—_ on his comparative goodnels; nor 
as this Publican. T here are very o_- 

| 


| 
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that are like the Eye of the Body,which 
ſeerh every thing bur it ſelf. Good 
works maketh not a good man ; bur a 
good man. maketh works good. ' The 
Tree muſt be good, or the Frait cannot 
be good. As the Cauſe is antecedent 
to the Effe#; ſo *tis greater than the 
Effet. Perſons are not made righteous 
in doing righteous things ; but being 
made ' righteous, they do ' righteous 
_— yet Morality (with many) goes 
for the* ONE (THING. Works (evan- 
gelically, and ſpirivuall ) are ne- 
cella + ſalvation, and I there- 
of, either converſant, or adjurvant,or pro- 
creant ; but as conſequents, and infe 
parable Concomitants of Faith ; they 
are neceſlary as marks in the way ; and 
as the way it ſelf direfts us to eternal 


life; they are (faith Bernard) the way 7; 
of the Kh dons bur not the Cauſe of _ 


47 


Quod effi- 


cit tale, 


=o 


Reg, 
Canſs 


Reigning ; if ſo, then Morality cannot Regnandie 


be the ONE THING. In Policy 
(much more in Dwvinity) the work is 
_— to be good, unleſs ir be done 

th 2 good mind. - According to Pb;- 
boſophy, They that do righteous things 
are made righteous;- but (according to 
Divimwy) They that are made righte- 


ous, 


$ 


—_— 


by hers witholit Pie ren Ge 

and maketh Himſelf God; yet Mey 
par mma. goeth for the 4 

THING. *T's tre; Righteouſneſs is 8 
_— as given to him ; but "tis 

by him. A man 

> 2 uſneſs of his own, 

and yet thi Retweotack mult not be 

his own, but Chriff's Righteotifacls. 

Rom. 10-4 Chriſt is the end of the Li for Righte- 

duſneſs, to one that helirunth. Ab 

w \ may men. work out 

brif, and work therhſdves into 


- Ask a  RUFFUS (Ge 
and pen) firh ATHEISM, Mer. Clark 
(in his Merror) ſpeaks of one RUFFUS 
(a deſperate Arheift)who painted GOD 
on one {ide of his Shield,& * the DEVIL 
on the other (ide. of it, with this mad 
MOTTO, If THOU wilt nor. hove 
me, bere is ONE. that will, The Fun- 
damentals of an/ ATHEIST are- but 


begged Suppalitions. Phqelbgs: was 
prodigines 


ag ADSST. 
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The One Thiiig. 
ofodigious ATHEIST}: who uſed - 


ſay, that he had rwo: Hearts one fot ' © 


God, 'and. another for him that -wbuld 
have it. It was an-arrogant and Athes 
iſtical- ſpeech of ' EEWIS the- ra&>i 
King of France, [t'I: ſhall be faved,:F 
ſhall be ſayed; and it [ſhall be' danny 
ed; I ſhall be dainned y and rhat's 'all 
the care that I ſhall take; ATHEISM 
15 a peed, but (at this:rime): it Boy 
apace.. in this Nation, th , 
LAND be the con RELE 
GIQN,* the LAND.:of GOSHEN, 
the VALLEY of VISION, Ic wavthie 
fear-of Mr. Greenhamghat ATHEISM 
rather than PAPISM, would be the 
PEST: of this Realm: Burt do not theſe 
two (like Lightning and Thunder) go 
pether ? Apo{He- havirig''e6tm#. 


memorated four WITHOUTS; with- Eph 2.14: 


out Chrifft and the Church 5; withour- 
the Covenant, and without Hope-(with- 
out which 1 would not be, for the 
Riches of both the Indies) ſubjoyns a 
hith, w3tbout God the world. Or '(ac® 


cording to the Greek )-&& ATHEISTS? Av: 


in the world. An ATHEIST is: void 
of God,” and without | God; can'"A- 
THEM then be the ONE 'FHING> 

one Þ "Leary 


5O The One Thing, 
"AS:@- © Every Polytheiſt 1s in effeft an A 
« & &iG- be be that makiphe A DWTE, 2, 
vibilates 1t.; and to! divide it, is to de- 
OE He may be:/able ro bolt his 
Dver: agamſt , an - ATHEIST, who is 
riot able to build = Cirredel againſt his 
Defence. Mr. 'Howard being troubled 
and tormented With Atheiftical ſagge- 
ſtrom, did put:them all off this way ; 
El could give. any account how - my 
falf, or any thing elle, ' had a BEING 
without GOD, -I .cgyld be 'an' A- 
THEIST. I.not-the Diale#. of an 
z#tbeift, like The Song of: a SYREN, 
GA and charming the multitude” 


Bile bt, lude, poſt mortem nails V0- 
ov» < 
Ah:Soul (doſt ſay; while here,cat,drink, 
..-1 .,'-and play "Þ | 
bn Hel there's: No gaod — Nor 
1 -Mmerry Cay... 


ATHEISM in SCORPION, 
which ſtingeth the Seed to Death. No- 
. thibg will fatizhe an- ATHEIST,:burt: 
ans PROSPECT .of an anvfible 
ESSENCE : But, af {God be infizitehe 
TATA 6. 


"4 


The One Thing. 
if God were wvifible to atry thing forte, 
then Himſelf could not by Ce 
ſo confequentially he could not be God. 
Did not he peak like himſelf, who 
(Reading rhe Hiſtory of the Creation 


in Geneſis ) ſaid, "Thou fpeakeſt of 


ſtrange things (SIR MOSES) but how 
doſt thou prove them ? Is AFHEISM 
then the ONE THING ? There are 
many in England like that Citizen of 
Paris, who dreaded not to fay, that he 
believed 'therg was neither God, nor 
Devil ;neither Heaven, nor Hell. Who- 
ſoever (among the Heathen) ſought to 
withdraw people from IDOLATRY, 
were preſently indifted, and arraigned 
of ATHEISM. If any PHILOSO- 
PHER ſaw God (thorough his Gods) 
he was condemned for an ATHEIST. 
Thus Socrates (that PAGAN-MAR- 
TYR) was put to death as an A- 
THEIST. Contemplative Atheiſts 
(fuch as Diagoras, Protagoras, Lucian, 
and Theodorus were, who were Atheiſts 
m Opinion) were not, and (probably) 
are not ſo. numerous as Atheiſts in 
fpraffice. Cafar Borgia ( who never 


Arif. 

Clark's 
M rour, 
P-39, $0 


ſpake 2s he thought, nor thought as he 


Was 4 pragfical A ,and 
P E 3 this 


The One Tl bing. 


this A GE doth abound with fuch 
ATHEISTS. I am not conſcious to 
my ſelf, neither would I be yoluntarily 
guilty of a SARCASM bur if Atbeifs 
and Papifts have not the ſame Birth, 
are they not of the ſame Blood? If 
there be not Paternity and Fraternity, is 
there not Aﬀenity and Conſangumity ? 
If they be not Siweon and Levi, are 
they not Cofm-Germans? Be' pleaſed to. 
reflect (without przjudication) on the 
ſubſequent aflimilation. 

The Atheiſt - difſembles ſenlibly (a- 
gainlt) God. 

The Papift diflembles ſenſibly (with) 
God. 

The Atheiſt is a Mockey of God. 

The Papiſt is a Maker of God. 

The Atheiſt (derides) his own Con- 
ſcrence. 

'The Papift (deludes) his own Con- 

Jence. 

The Atheift will (deny) God. 

The Papiſt will (deſtroy) God: 
.6& ATHEISM now the ONE 
THING? ; | 

There are 3 ſorts of 'ATHEISTS. 
In WILL and DESIRE. The 
Thief wiſbeth that there were no Judg, 


NOF 


"== 


The One Thing, 52 
nor faylor. The Arbeift wiſheth | (if 
there be a GOD) that there were 
none. Were not they Atheifts in De- | 
fire, who- ſaid, Cauſe the holy One of Ifa. 30.11 
Iſrael to ceaſe from before us ? God was. 
in their way, and they would have 
him our of their way. 

In JUDGMENT and OP =: 
NION. Of this ATHEIST the Pſal- 
miſt ſpeaks; The Fool hath ſaid in bis Pla- 14.1. 
heart, there is no God. There are too 
many ſuch NABALS, who perſuade 
themſelves in ſecret, that there is no 

God; no Power, or Dominion upon 

| _ Earth. | 
_. In LIFE and PRACTICE. Doth 2}. 
not the Pſalmiſt ſpeak of theſe ? Their pa, 16, 4. 
ſorrows ſhall be multiplied that haſten 
after another God. Not that he thinks 
there is no God, but he thinks not that 
there 13 a God, whoinſpects him in the 
whole Series of his lite, -Is not LIFE- 
ATHEISM the DAUGHTER of 
HEART-ATHEISM? Is it notſtrange 


y that the Father ſhould be ſhort of the 
| Child ? that there ſhould be Atheiſts 
* on Earth, when there are none in Hel/2 


Thou believeſt that there is ane God, thou Jam.2.19. 
dſt well ;, the Devils al(a. believe and 


J tremble, 


LuF-16:24 loſs ; I am tormented in this 


Clark's 
Mirrour, 
P: 40. 


The One Thing, 
The Devils believe the 


rremble. 
ral Articles of Faith. Were I asked 


whither Atheiſts go when they dye, 
dying ATHEISTS; I ſhould anſwer, 

not to Heaven ; for they are not be- 
heving abour a ' Heaven, and they ſhall 
never have thoſe Foyes they do not, 
and would not believe, "There 1s not 
an ATHEIST in HEAVEN, nor in 
HELL; whither then do ATHEISTS 
go when they dye,dying ATHEISTS? 
They go as Arbeit (ro (roy Bl, but they 
are > 4. Arbeit (in) Hel/: no ſooner 
do they put their heads. within thoſe 
gates CELm may ſo write) but up ON 
and' feel that there is a God,there 

the puniſhment of ſenſe, as well as q 
flame. Can 
ATHEISM now be this ONE 
THING ? - As Papifts (who have been 
great Perſecutors) a dyed miſerably; 
rake one inſtance for many ; Gardmer 
died thus, who faid, I have denjed with 
Peter, but I have not repented with Pe- 

ter: So ATHEISTS Ceo have been 
great BLASPHEMERS ) have died 
miſerably ; witneſs Diagoras, who was 
burned to death ; witneſs Pherecydes, 

who was eaten up with Lice ; and 

Lucien 


The One-Thing. 
Lucien, who was devoured with Dops; 
witneſs . Ribelizs alſo, who died mock- 
ing at all thoſe rhat ralked of God, or 
made mention of God's mercy to him. 
Is ATHEISM now the ONE row. 
But to fiſh this Inference 3 thus per- 
ſons are laid, and left rs the prod) 
gious deception and delufioh about this 
ONE THING , as will appear by 
their various cryes. Give' me 
PICTURE (faith one) and DISH up- 
on DISH (faith another) and let this 
ONE "I'HING go. - Give me HO- 
NOUR (faith a third)& the WORLD, 
(2 a fourth) and ler this ONE 
Give me my LUST 
(faith a ſaab « 6) and my WORKS (faith 
a ſixth ) _ let this ONE THING 
go Give me my elbow-room in 
LEASURE, and indulge me in 
ATHEISM (faith a ſeventh) that I 
may hve like a Beaſt, and die like a 


Beaſt, ' and let this ONE THING 


(though it be above ALL THINGS) 

Ah my Soul ? mourn thou (like 
a Dove in the Valley) till thou canft no 
more mourn; and after that mourn 
that thou haſt no more mourned, for 


the Gapital and cardinal mifakes about 


E 4 this 


The One Thing. 


this-ONE ©'THING, whach- 1s. above 
ALL THINGS, =] 

This Truth alſo gives check to irre- 
gular Purſuers of any thing,rather than 
this ONE THING, which (is above 
ALL. -THINGS. "Tis puty - that 
M AN. ( the. EPITO of the 
CREATION. ) ſhould  buſie himſelf 
abour Trifles,aqd' trifle about that which 
ſhould be - his Bu/avzeſs, It hath 
faid,/ THREE "THINGS ARE A 
THINGS; but,now ONE THING 
is ALL THINGS ; Tet lackef# thou 
one thing.” God ( at hrit ) gave ten 
Commandments; bur leſt the number 
ſhould ſeem tedious, Chriſt. contracted 
them into two, Love to God, and our 
Neighbour. But here (for the help of 
memory ) theſe are reduced unto 
ONE ; but one thing is needful, A 
Maſter ſends his Servant to Market, 
but charges his memory with a diverlz- 
ty, multiplicity, and variety of Com- 
cerns; if the Servant ſhould forget a 
few of many ; this is pardonable, and he 
is not ſo culpable ; bur if this Servant, 
or another, hath but one thing to buy 
at this Marker, and he forgets that, this 
is intolerable. Here is but ONE 

THING; 
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be 


The One Thing. 
THING ; now ' thy memory is very 
weak, yea, very wicked, if thou retain- 
eſt not this ONE THING. - Many 
are like the BEE, who faluteth many 
FLOWERS i order to HONEY; and 
having gotten as much as ſhe can at 
once carry, 'tis thought,ſcarcely brings 
home to the HIVE the teath part of 
a DROP; yea (after an inceſſant la- 
bour in SUMMER ) may not have 
enough to live upon in WINTER ; 
but if not relieved, ſhe dieth. Do not 
many | many years, riling early, 


lying wn late? and what do they 
r 


The WEALTH. of a MER- 
CHANT, got in many YEARS, may 
be loſt in an HOUR. In a NIGHT 
thy HOUSE, may be made a TROY, 
and thou mayſt be laid under the 
RUBBISH of it. But here is not all ; 
when WINTER comes, & DEATH 
comes, and JUDGMENT' comes, if 
not fed, then thou dyeff ; if chen with- 


out this ONE THING ( which is UNUM 


above ALL 'FHINGS) thou art damm _—_ OM- 


ed for want of it. 


HOSANNA. 
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Of CHRIST the GIFT of GOD. 


—_— —_ 
ts. A. 


CHAP. I. 


Whether CHRIST the SON, be the 
GIFT of GOD the FATHER. 


V Ould it not be egregious Folly 

'to hold a Candle to the SUN, 
ſhining. at Noow, that being the IN 
DEX of *TIME, and the bright EYE 
of the UNIVERSE? Would it not be 
loſt labour to ſpend time in the probar 
tion of this, that CHRIST the SON 
15 the GIFT of GOD the FATHER ? 
Bur becauſe the Proſelytes of ANTI- 
CHRIST are far more m number than 
the Pupils of CHRIST ; and Unbe» 
lievers are far more numerous than 
Believers, I ſhall endeavour the evince- 


Iſa.g. 6, ment of this Truth. To us @ Child is 
born, 
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horn. There's the Nativity of Cy: 


A Child, not Ezekiab, as the 
bms would have enby> nmr 
the CHILD of the VIRGIN : To ws 8 
Child is horn ; that is,is to be born ; for 
"tis 2 prophetick ſhle: Unto ug 4 Son x 
given: A SON, noting the SEX ; 
pointing at his twofold Nature, the 
Sou of MAN, and the Sow of GOD: 
To us @ Son is gruen; not bought, or 
ſold, or payed, but given: This latter 
branch addeth an Emphaſis to the for- 
mer: This appears alſo from the 
er that 15 devolved, and the appel- 

Lrjons whereby he is dignified. 

From the POWER that is dewo/- 17, 
ved; The Government ſhall be upon 
bis ſhowlders : The PRINCIPALITY, 
or PRINCEDOM (according to the 
Hebrew)is devolved upon Chriſt. As rhe 
Government of the Church, fo the Go- 
vernment of the World is devolved upon 
Chrif, Sit thow on my right hand, until Pla. 110. 
thine enemies be made thy footfool, Rule "+ 2 
thou in the midſt of thine enemies. 

By the APPELLATIONS where» 2- 
by he is dignified. He is called, 

wW ERFUL. Now Chr; I, 
wonderful in Name, and wonder 
Nature. In 


a 
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In NAME. His Name is Feſus, for 
Mar. 1.2 1. be ſhall ſave his people from their ſins. 


And, as his Name is Jeſus, ſo Feboveh. 


Ter. 23:6. This ts the Name whereby he ſhall be 


called FEVOV AH-TSIDKENU. 
In NATURE. As- Chriſt is won- 
derful in Name (for his Name is Won- 


derful) fo he is wonderful in Nature ; 


for he 1s the Lamb without blemiſh, and 
without ſpot : Sound within, and with- 
out; free from all fin orginal and 
actual. 

COUNSELLOR. As he is called 
wonderful, which word here 1s not an 
Epithet, but a Subjeft, or Subſtantive 
(faith the Commentator) and properly 
ſignifies a MIRACLE, or a WON- 
DER ; ſuch as 1s beyond, or above the 
courſe of nature, and power of the 
creature; ſo he 1s called Cownſellor; 
His Name ſhall be called Wonderful, 
Counſellor ; but to render it (as it were 
word- for word) it 1s as if one; ſhould 
ſay, Chrift is a Wonder, or Miracle of a 
Counſellor ; that 1s, he is a moſt won- 
derful, or miraculous Counſellor ; he 


Iſa, 28.29. maketh Counſel wonderful: He is 


wonderful im counſel, and excellent in 
working. 
A 


4 


” » E©OY e355 % wy & F-. 3% 


% » He ny 65 Fre 


A A - - I. v9 


The G1eT of Gov. 
A MIGHTY GOD. Not only. 4. 


"| ian, but alſo Ged;, yea, amighty God. 


This title fitteth well ro Chriff, who 
hath (in the facred Scripture) all the 
names of the DEITY given to him. 
He is, over all, God bleſſed for ever. Rom, 9. 5. 
Amen. 

The FATHER of ETERNITY. 
Chriſt (the Gift of God) is:called? the -_ 
FATHER of ETERNITY, becauſe Joh.10.28 
he is the Donor of eternal life. I give 1 Joh. x. 
wnto them eternal life. Y ea, becauſe he is 20: 
the rrue God, and eternal life. ; 

A PRINCE of PEACE. As there 5» 
1s the Father, who is the God of Peace ; 
and the Goſpel, which is the Goſpel of 
Peace ; andthe AMinifters, whe are the 
Ambaſladours of Peace ; fo there is the 


' Sin, who is, the Prince of Peace. For Avns- 


HIMSELF (fo the Greek )& our Peace. Sp32.1 4. 
Now, this Chriſt is the Gitz of God. TI 1, 49.6. 
will. give thee far. a light tothe Gentiles, 

that zhou mayeſt be my Salvation to tbe 

ends of the-Karth, Here is the Giver, 

that's the Father ; here. is the Giftgthat's 

the Son; -I will give; thee ;/ and here is 

the End of. this: Giver, in giving this 

Gift; that he might be alight to the 
Gentiles, and falvation'to the ends - 

t 
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Joh. 4-10. the Earth. Ohce' more ; If rhow kneweſt 


The Git of Gon. 


the Gift of God. Herein, there's ſome- 
thing ſuppolitive, and lometing pok- 


tive. 

A SUPPOSITION : If rhou knew- 
eſt: Thou art a Samariten, and igno- 
rant of a Seavioxr ; thou art a Simmer, 
and ignorant of a Surety. 

A POSITION : The Gift of God. Þ} / 
Non only (a) Gitr, but _ we Gift, 
by way of rap wy is, E Pom 

ode F e Git of Gf, Jon 
the God 0 Gods, £ t 
ſay) movexrtention ; the Prencher, 
famous ; the Matter, if of 
the Manner, if compendieus. All hl 
> —_*, If thou lneweft the Gift of 
Go 

The PREACHER: This s 
CHRIST; the Preacher of Preachers. 
Jeſus anſwered, and ſaid unto her. The 
Saviour 18 Preaching to the Samaritan. 
The Preacher is Chriſt, who could 

himſelf into the heart, and rhe 
into hatnſelf. 

The MATTER : This is of con 
ſequence ; for 'tis (a) Gift ; yea, { the) 
Gift ; yea, the Gift of God. 

The MANNER : Thin is comped 
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ious. The words are few, but words 
of worth and weight; If rhbou knewef 
the Gift of God. 


th. 
0 "Tg —_—C —m— 
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CHAP. IL 


What manner of GIFT this CHRIST 
the SON «, who is the GIFT of 
, GOD the FATHER, 


; ne 
| FAUARIST is a com e GIFT. 
4 God (in givi ) giveth 
;} atl- Chrif is Rr The whes 
| m ALL. All the Rzwers run into the 
f | Ocean, and pay their 7ribute unto that 
great DEEP. Thus, all floweth(from) 
Chriſt, -and runneth (into) Chrift, as 
the OCEAN-.-and CENTER of 


Branches meet in the Tree; as all the 
Creatures macet inithe Ark ; 2s all the 
Fiſh meet in the Sea; and as all the 
Lanes meet in the Cemter; fo all the 
diſperſed Excellencies ut the 
Univerſe meet in Chriſt, concen er 
im kim. Live 'read of an —_ 
t Dee 


$ 
, 
e 
. 
d 
c 


I. 


MERCY. in him dwelleth all the ful- Co). 2.9. 
neſs of the Goalbead perſonally. As all the owyd]ixdy. 


64 


I Cor. 3. 


zl, 


Col. 2. 3. 


Deed ( one of the Kings of E 
giving _ all rhat is mas "om 
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- Ip; one the Earth : . So that if 


there were Minerals in the Bowels of 


the Earth, they are all comprehbended in 
this Gift, All the- MINES in the 
BOW ELS of CHRIST are a CHRI- 
STIANS. That King gave all(from) 
the Heavens,but God (in giving Chr; , 
giveth'all (in) the Heavens. Is not 
the, great Charter of the Church ? ALL 
THINGS ARE YOURS. Can he 
who hath E- of GOLD want 
PEBB a MAN in CHRISF 
want PR N, - when Chrift can 
make his WORK; to be' Meat 
and- Drink? Yea, when Chriſt can 
make his WANT ta be Meat and 
Drink ER rich Indians (who have 
lent Gold in their poſſeſſion) to 
= wenn and+ naked, . might be \as 
ridiculous as it is diſingenious. There 
are MINES of - GOLD, but Chrif is» 
MINE. of GRACE:: Inhim aretud/ 
treaſures, yea treaſures of Wiſdom and 
Knowledge ; . yea, - the treaſares F 
CHRIST is an tins GIFT. 
Thugs Gy bee anta gy 
Js 
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; and Subſtance of the Golj yer Mark 16. 
meh to be ret unto-all. MeV 16 : 
into all the world ;; —— sthe rnifion : 

And preac ach the Goſpel to every creature, 
there's the _ Tus (Numb, 
21.9.) ma a Serpent of Braſs, and 
it on a/Pole, and it came to paſs, | tha 
a Serpent bad bitten any Man, 
bebeli -the Serpent of Braſs, be lived. 
This Brazen Serpent. was a Type of * 
Chriſt ; for, as Moſes lifted up the Ser+ 
pent in the wilderneſs even { was the 
Son of Man be lifted up (not on the 
Croſs, as Piſcator ſanh,» but in the | 
Preaching of the Goſpel, as Calvin 
ſaith). chat whoſoever xr in him, 1003s 
ſhould - not periſh, but have everlaſting 
life. Chriſt is held forth to all ; to all 
as to Nation, whether Jew or Gentilez 
to all as to S:x, whether Man or Was 
man; to all as to Size, wherher mighty, 
or mean.; to all as tro Ape, orgs 

5/ Or If any one ( Fob 
x 51. Facts of thi Bread, fad) 
le for ever. Chriſt (this Gift of J 
converſed with Publica and Sinners; 
late down with Publicans:and momma | 
entred the Lifts with the Woman-df 

-. | Canaan; yea, With the Wonian of S- 

| F Marg 
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maria: Chriſt (the Gift of God) as he 
| was given for Moſes, fo for Menaſſeh; 


Joh-3-16. lovely ſtrain ? So God " Hr the world, 
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as for Simon, 10 gr FO for Mar 
the Wife of highs, and Mary the 
Wife of Foſeph ior Any AE 
the Sinner the City. 
- CHRIST u 2a. volant GIFT. 
There's nothing freer than Gift. Gifts 
axe. free, freely*free 3 certainly Chrif 
(the Gift of God) 3s ſo.. The Gifts of 
Men are many times without 
& ſometimes without deſire ; but Chr 
(the Gift of God). 1s at all ries with- 
out deſert, and fotnetimes without de 
Is not that a lofty as well as a 
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that be gave bis only begotten Son, a 
whoſoever. believeth in him 

periſh, bat have everlaſting life. In this 
Peake are {hewed theſe four concurrent 
cauſes of Redemption, and Salyation. 

- The Impulſive Cauſe. This ws the 
Love. of God, which can have no 
caufe but, at el. God loved the world. 
He loved ' MAN-KIND. God loved 
allthathemade-: He'loved 'a Jong 
world, -— 2eero loved: Hot rhe y=_-w 
the world./ - 

ages Matthial Caſe This a3 the 
price Þf fre 
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ice of » his only begotten 
CR RVA, A 
begottem Son, not-an' adopred Son : _ A 
Son by Nature, and thus an only (fo) 
Son. 


| Infkrumental Cauſe. This is 
Faith in Chriſt ; That whoſoever be- 
lieveth in him ſhould nor periſh. Here 
1 the ObjeF, or Terminus, which 1s the 
Perſon © Chrift; here is alſo the Inſfru- 
ment, or Medium, which is Faith. 
'The Fmal Cauſe. This is eternal 
life. But bave everlaſting life. And this 


the world, &c. 'This SO is without an *. 


to a wonder ; a SO above all GC 
This Ggnifierh the wehemency of his 
Love, (aith Chryſoftom. Chriſt] loved fo 
vehemently, fo table, ſaith Pola» 
#»#s, Oh my Soul! live and die thou 
m the contemplation of this ſweet 
Text and Truth ; R__ than the 
Honey, or the Drops from the H 
ur For God ſo Ws wal ces 
be gave bis only begotten Son, that who- 
wer behevetb m not periſh, 
but have comlafing e. 
Three things make a Gif freely- 
free, F 2 The 
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1 uſhered in with a SO. So God loved Ls + Sic is 
AS.- Here is the Emphaſis, SO ; a SO Sur 
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The GREATNESS of the GE 
VER. The GIVER u a GOD, yea, 
the GOD of GODS. Your God is the 
God of Godss The DONOR is a 
DEITY ; and according to the Dimen- 


fion'of the DONOR, is the. Dimenſion 


of the DONATTVE. 

The GREATNESS of the GIFT, 
The Gyft is Chriſt ; a great and good 
one ; 4 high and holy one ; a pure and 
prec:ous one; a worthy and wealthy 
os, The Giver is God ; the Gift s 
Chriſt. The Father giveth Gifts like to 
himſelf ; thus he did in. giving Chrf, 
who bath on his veſture, ard on his 
thigh a Name written, KING of 


Rev.19.16 KINGS, and LORD ot LORDS. 
J- 


'The UNWORTHINESS of the 


'OBJECT), -umo whom this Gift is ge 


ven. This s MAN; a lapſed man. 
The Object, or Subjeft, unto. whom 
Chrift is given, is an ENOSH, a for- 
rowful, wretched, and miſerable ma 
as the word Ggnitieth. This 1s a fail 
ful ſaymng, and worthy of all acceptation: 
The Apoſtle in this word (faith one) 
hath reſpect tothe Tewiſh Cabals; _ 
which 1s authentick, certain, and u 


doubted, is called CABALA ; th 
| mult 


| 
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muſt be no doubting of this Truth : 


But what is this ſaying ? That Feſws 
Chrift came into the world to ſave ſor- 
ners, of whom 1 am chief. Of whom 1 


am Firſt, ſo the Greek : Not as to time, ax 


but as to malignity ; not abſolutely a 
—_ {inner than the Phariſees, who 

againſt the holy Spirit ,, but of 
ſinners that are to be ſaved. I am 
FIRST ; not only of the firſt Form of 
Somers, but alſo of that firſt Form, am 
the Firſt of Sinners in mine own appre- 
henſion. 

CHRIST 1s a ſuitable. GIFT, Can 
any thing be fo ſuitable for the hungry 
2s Bread- Chrift is Bread ; yea, the 
BREAD: bf: LIFE. Can any thing be 
ſo ſuitable for the thirſty as Water ? 
Chriſt is Water; yea, the WATER of 
LIFE. Chriſt is a ſuitable Gift ; an 
adequate Gift ; a Gift that will qua- 


drare with every condition, My God Phil.$.19- 


ſhall fupply all your need, according to 
bis riches mn plory(or of grace) by Chriſt 


< Feſw. Artthoudark, ard haſt no Pro- 
ſpe& of that within the Vail? Chriſt - 


enlightens.. . Art rhoa dead, and doth 
thy pulſe. beat weakly in. the Church, 
and in the Cloſet ? Chriſt enlivens, Art 

, E. 3 thoy 


70 The GirT of Gov. 


thou ſick, and art thou ſtanding upan 
the Brink of Eternity? Chriſt heals. Art 
rhou proud, looking upon thy ſelf in a 
is . magmfying, and multiplying Glaſs ? 
'E Chrift humbles. Art thoudoubting,and 
f not able ro ſay, my Lord, and my God ? 
iv Chiriſt reſolves.. Art thou , and haſt 
nw $ only the Grh -chapter of Matchew to 
[| live upon? Chriſt enriches. Art thou 
5 ſtraitned, and not able co give: vent to 
thy Soul? Chriſt inlarges.: Art thou di- 
ſtrefſed, and are thy Fears multiplied ? 
Chriſt relieves. Art thou tempted, and 
do thy Temptations come like Waves ? 
Chriſt ſuccours. Art thou hard, and is 
thy Hear: like an Adamant? Chriſt 
ſofrens. Art thou deſerted,atid i ir night 
with thy Soul? Chriſt ſmiles.” "Tis he 
that ſaith to the Soul, as the .old man 
Judg. 19. didtothe Levite, Let all thy wants the 
20, ——_— 
CHRIST is a /eaſonable GI FT. 
There is a ſeaſon for all things,and ſome 
 thingsare not fo good as in their ſeaſon; 
but Bread 1s alwaies 'in ſeaſon; thus 
Rom. 5.6 Chriſt is. In due time Chriſt died for the 
'_  awgodly. According to ume,. or ſcafon 
Ker. 2215 (fo the Greek) Chriſt died for the un- 
£9: godly; thatis (as the Apoſille elſewhere 
exprefleth 
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expreſlerh it) when the fulnebs of  rime 


came. In thefiulneſs of time God ſent forth Gal-4- 4+ 


his Son, When the of time came, 
a5 tO fulneſs Gs fulfilling promi- 
wo God i ſent forth his Son, our of 
Himſelf; or from his Eſſence ; or from 
Heaven; what then? made of s Wo 
man: A Woman ſhall compaſs a Man, 
Adam was made without a Man, or 2 
Woman: We are made of a Man, anda 
Woman ; Eve was raade of a Mas with- 
out a Women; Chriff was made of a 
Wamas without a Man ; he was made 
under the Law ; notonly under the Ce» 
remonial Law, as he was a JEW, but 
alſo under the Moral Law, as he ways 
MAN : To redeem thoſe that were under 
the Law; under the YOAK, of the Ce 
remonial Law, andunder the CURSE 
of the Moral Law : That they.might 
receive the adoption of Sons, HE was 
made the SON of MAN, that HIS 
might be made the SONS of GOD. 

For Peter to be ready to fink, and for 
Chriſto keep his head above water,was 
not this in ſeaſon? For the Knife to be 
at the throat of 1/aac,and for Gvd then 
to provide a Lamb fora burnt- offering, 
F 4 was 
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was not this ſeaſon ? For Danielto be 
in the DEN- of the - LIONS, and for 
God to flop the MOUTHS of rhe 
LIONS, was not this in ſeaſon? For 
the THREE Children to be -in the 
FURNACE, and: for Chrift then to 
make the FOUR'TH, was not this in 
feaſon? For a perſon to cry, ah, thereis 
bur Breath between Time & Eternity! ah, 
but-another P ain; or another Pang, and I 
go t6the grave of filence !ah, but ano- 
ther Fit, or another Fainting, and I am 
for another world! but for Chriſt to 
appear now as a Saviour, and Sacrifice, . 
and Swrety, is not thisin ſeaſon ? © - 
6. CHRIST is an amiable GIF T. 
Pal. 84.1, We read of amiable Tabernacles; How 
amiable are thy Tabernacles, Oh Lord of 
Hoſts ! It theſe 'T'abernacles (or dwel- 
ling-places) -were the high place at G#- 
beop, where the Tabernacle was, and in 
Terufalem, where the Ark was (for in 
both theſe places God dwelt, and was 
worſhipped) yet what were theſe to 
CHR:ST), who is a taking and a mak- 
ing Beauty? who 1s a Beauty without a 
Spor ? The MOON hath her /pors,but 
rhe SUN hath none. The CHURCH 
compared to the MOON , but 
| -' - CHREBT 
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CHRIST is compared to the SUN. 
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Unto you that fear my Name ſhall the Mal. 4. 2. 


Sun of Righteouſneſs ariſe with healing 
in bis wings. Though the Woman be 
chathed with the Sun, yer Chriſt (nor 
the Church) is rhe Sun. Was not Abſa- 
lom a Black to this Beauty ? Though 
he was a Beauty as to his Body, yet he 
was a Black as t6 his Soul. Chriſt had 
the perfetion of NATURE as he was 
MAN, and the perfe&tion of GRACE 
a he was GOD. Certainly he muſt 
needs be a Beauty, that can make a 
Black a Beauty; bur thus Chrift doth. 


Thy renown went forth for thy beauty,but Ezck.16. 


thou waſt made perfett through the come- 14+ 


lineſs which I put upon thee, ſaith Jeho- 
vah God. Chriſt is ſo lovely, that rake 
but a proſpect of him, and thou falleſt 
n love with him. 

CHRIST is an amicable GIFT. 
This Chriſt may be ſpoken with. : The 
Caligula's and Ceſars of the world; the 
Dons and Moguls of the world; the 
Sauls and Sennacheribs of the world, 
They are fo high and lofry, that but, 

few can ſpeak with them;but CHRIST), 
though he be near unto GOD, next 
unto GOD, yer he may be ſpoken with, 
Mary 
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, the Sinner of the City,may 

wr Chrif, the Saviour T TI 

Joh.20.16 Thus is evident ; Chriſt ſaid unto ber, 

Mary; ſhe ſaid unto bim, Maſter. 

Enemies will not ſpeak one 

with another,yet Friends will. A Friend 

PH 1s another Seff. 'This was the Motto of 

Amicus |, I alentinian, An old Friend is the beſt 

_s. " Chriſt is an old Friend, for fo he hath 

been ( declaratively ) ever lince the 

LAPSE of ADAM. The Church hath 

Chrift for her Friend, and one Friend 

—_— with another. Thzs is my 

Cant.g.16, Beloved, and this is my Friend , 0b 
Daughters of Jeruſalem ! 

8. CHRIST is a deſirable GIFT. 

Chriſt Jeſus (the Gift of God) is the 

Obje# of the Deſire of all that are 

actually his in all Nations. I will 

ſhake all Nations, and the deſire of all 

Hag. 2.7. Nations ſhall come, and I will fl this 

bouſe 20th glory, ſaith Febovah of hoſts, 

What was ſaid of a finful Saul, may 

much more be faid of a (inleſs Surety; 

but was this ſaid of Saul;,Ou whos is all 

the deſire of Wrael? Is it not on thee, and 

on all thy Fathers bouſe? What then. 

may be ſaid of Chrift ? js not HE the 

Defre of HIS? Azk a convinced pu 

; ol 
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ſon 'that hath been failing by the 

of Hell, and been decade ons 
T, | into Hell every moment) what he de- 
er. | fires above all things in the world, and 
ne 8 he will tell you a CHRIST, the GIFT 
pr of GOD; a Chriff or I die, and am 
ft 


damned too; a Chrift, or Dedth' comes, 
and Damnation follows, Ask a deſert- 
th ed perſon; that is without Sw light, or 
he F full ſhines and fſiniles of the Face of 
th Y God; that is without Moowlight, or the - 
nd} leaſt glance and glimpſeof the Face of 
” God; that is without Star-light, or a 
0b commemoration that ever God and the 
Soul met in a promiſe, what he would 
T. } have above all things in the world, and 
the Þ be will tell you a CHRIST, the GIFT 
ae 8 of GOD ; a Chriſt (above) all; a Chriſt 
vill Y (under) all; a Chrift (after) all; none 
6] to Chrit; none but Chriſt, ſaith this 


bis perſon. Whom have I in Heaven but Pla-73-25. 


thee ? and thereis none upon Earth that 
I deſire beſides thee. 

CHRIST ua deleFable GIFT. As 
Chriſt is the Object of Deſire; fo he is 
the Objett of Delight. He, who is the 

- Objet# of the Father's delight, muſt 
needs alſo be their delight who are the 
Father's; bur Chriſt is the ObjeR - 

rac 
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a_ the Sinner of the City, may 
with Chriſt, the Saviour of ne 
Joh.20.16 Thus is evident ; Chriſt ſaid unto her, 
MAY 3 ſhe ſaid unto bim, Maſter. 
Though Enemies will not ſpeak one 
with another, yet Friends will. A Friend 
1 another Self. "This was the Morro of 
—_ -* Valentinian, An old Friend is the beſs. 
optimuy. _ is an old Friend, for fo he hath 
been (declaratively ) ever ſince the 
LAPSE of ADAM. The Church hath 
Chrift for her Friend, and one Friend 
_—_— peak with another. This is my 
Cant.5.16, Beloved, and this is my Friend , ob 
Daughters of Jeruſalem ! 
8. CHRIST s 2 deſirable GIFT. 
Chriſt Jeſus (the Gift of God) is the 
Objet of the Deſire of all that are 
actually his in all Nations. I will 
ſhake al Nations, and the deſire of al 
Hag.2.7. Nations ſhall come, and I will fill this 
bouſe with glory, ſaith Febovah of hoſss. 
What was ſaid of a finful Saul, may 
much more be ſaid of a finleſs Surety; 
but was this ſaid of Saul,Ou whom is all 
tbe deſire of Wrael? Is it not on thee, and 
on all thy Fathers bouſe? What then 
may be faid of Chrift ? js not HE the 
_ of HIS? Azk a convinced per 
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ſon 'that hath been failing by the gates 
of Hell, and been dreading a dropping 
into Hell every moment) what he de- 
fires above all things in the world, and 
he will tell you a CHRIST, the GIFT 


of GOD; a Chrif or I die, and am 


damned too; a Chriff, or Dedth comes, 
and Damnation follows, Ask a deſert= 
ed perſon; that is without Sur l;ghr, or 
full ſhines and ſmiles of the Face of 
God ; that is without Moor-light, or the - 
leaſt glance and glimpſeof the Face of 

God; that is without Star-light, or a 
commemoration that ever God and the 
Soul met in a promiſe, what he would 
have above all things in the world, and 
be will tell you a CHRIST, the GIFT 
of GOD ; a Chrift (above) all; a Chriſt 
(under)all; a Chrift (after) all; none 
to Chriſt; none but Chriſt, ſaith this 


perſon. Whom bave I in Heaven but Pla-73-25. 


thee ? and thereis none wpon Earth that 
I deſire beſides thee. 

CHRIST" isa deleFable GIFT. As 
Chriſt is the Object of Deſire; o he is 
the Objett of Delight. He, who is the 


- Obje of the Father's delight, muſt 


needs alſo be their delight who are the 
Father's; bur Chriſt is the Obje&t - 
rae 
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the Father's delight. Behold my ſervant 
whom I uphold ; mine ele, in whom 
my Soul delighteth. Was it faid of a 
TITUS, that he was the: Delight of 
MANKIND? what then may -be faid 
of a JESUS ?!*T's infinitely more true 
of a JESUS' than of a TITUS. Let 
the Church (who beſt underſtood Chriſt) 
ſpeak ; I delighted, and ſate down under 
his ſhadow, ' and his fruit was ſweet to 

my tafs.- | 
CHRIST isa durable GIFT. Many 
Giftsare the worſe for the wearing, but 
Chriſt is not. Worldly Gifts are tran- 
ſtent, this Gift is permanent ; they are 
like Fonab's Gourd, which came up in 
a night, and periſhed in a night ; -like 
the Apples of Sodom, more in ſhew 
than in ſubFance ; but Chrift is a du- ' 
rable, and a ſubFtantial Gift: He is the 
true God, and eternal life. Gold and 
Silver may be given, and loſt; a Bag, 
and a Barn, may be given, and loſt; a 
Ship, and a Shop, may be given, and 
loſt; but CHRIST (the GIFT of 
GOD) cannot be loſt. 'Chough a Soul 
truly gracious may { for a time) be ata 
loſs about him; yet he cannot loſe him : 
ne may partially, bat not pafet'y - 
eff, 


— Y w FT” 1 ww FR» U*W WS» 


So 5 TY WV 


Ly vv wr 


The G1eT of God. 


of a carnal commandment, but after the 
power of an endleſs life. Here 1s a ne- 
gative, and a politive part: He was 
not made after the. Law of a carnal 
Commandment ; there's the negative 
part : Chriſt was not nb 
his Prieftbood (as thoſe Legal Prieſts 
were) by external purification, and 
ſanCtification, afrer the Law ; conſiſting 
of external UnCtions, Purgations, Ob- 
lations, &c. ſerving purely for the ſan- 
Qifying of the perſon from Legal pol- 
lutions : Bur after the power of an end- 
leſs life ; there's the poſtuve part : Af- 
ter the Power of God, or Un&ion of 
the Spirit of God, that he might be an 
everlaſting Prieſt. 

CHRIST 1s an incomparable GIFT. 
As GOD is an incomparable GIVER; 
ſo CHRIST 1s an incomparable GIFT. 


Thus Chriſt was in the Eye of the Canr.5.106 
. Church : My Beloved is White and Red. 


Whuire and Red, as they are the beſt 
temperature of Man; 7 Sad are the 
natural, and the native Badges of 
Beauty : The chiefeſt among ten thou- 
ſands. Having the Banner above ten 
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hoft. He was not made after the Law Heb.7. 16; © 


I. 


thouſand'; or having Banners over ten Ainſw, 


thouſand ; 
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thouſand; or, being -bannered above 
ten thouſand. The chiefeſt or ſele&t 
among ten thouſand ; fo the Septua- 
gint. A Certam number put for an un- 
certain, or for an innumerable multi- 
tude. A STANDARD-BEARER a> 
mong ten thouſand. What is faid of 
an Interpreter, 1s much more true of an 

| Interceſſor ; but an Interpreter is one of 
Job.33-23 a thouſand: If there be an Interpreter, 
one among 4 thouſand. He that rightly 
unds the text of a troubled Com- 
ſcience, and interprets the mind of God 
unto fuch a ſoul, is a CHIEF, the 
FLOWER of a THOUSAND; a 
MAN of MEN. Thus CHRIST is 
the ELECT of all the multitudes in 
all the world : Bring all Armies of Men 
together, or an ARMY of MAN- 
KIND; make choice amongſt them all, 
and ye cannot find ſuch another as 
Chriſt 1s; he is the CHOICE of all 
the ten thouſands that are in the world. 
Was it faid of a JOSEPH, Is there 
ſuch a man as this man, in whom the 
Spirit of God is? What then may be 
faid of a JESUS? he is White and 
Red, the STANDARD-BEARER a» 
mong all the thoulands in the world. 
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* {| CHRIST is a GIFT without -COM- 
: | PARE; yea, a GIFT without a COM- 
- | PETITOR. Was it ſaid of « finful 
creature, a Ceſar or Nothing ? What 4ut Caſar, 
may be ſaid of a finleſs Chriſt then ? 4x Nuths. 
A CHRIST or NOTHING. This 
Wiſdom is more precious than Rubjes; p,, 3. 
and all the things thou canſs deſire are 17. 
| not to be compared with ber. He is the 
| 


PEARL of great price, of greateſt 


CHAP. 1II 


| = | 
* | REMARKS. wpo» CHRIST the 
| GIFT of GOD: 


F CHRIST be the GIFT of GOD, 

then the | Refleions ihd' Remarks 
follow by way of Caution and Counſel, 
by way of Terrour and Triumph. | 

By way of CAUTION. "This USE T- 

hath & double ASPECT ; it looks 

| to the Soul'(in) Chriſt,and:to the Soul 

| (wut) of Chti | 2 ati ) 

 . To the Sduf (in) Chriſt. » Art thou x, 

m CHRIST? be cautioned then 


0 


8 * The GieT of. Gop. 
of taking SanFuary ſhort -of him. -1f 
ever thy Soul arriveth at . CONSOLA- 
TION, thou muſt paſs” thorow an AP- 
PREHENSION of C brift, untoan AP- 
PLICATION of Chrift. The Bed of 
another, will. nat reft thee 5"the Garment 
of another will not warm thee; the Meat 
of another will not nouriſh thee ; thou 
muſt have a Bed of thine own, Cloaths 
' of thine own, and Meat of thine own,in 
order to reſting, covering, and nouriſh- 
Gal.2.20. ing. The Apoſtle had the Notion and 
Experience of this, when he ſaid, Who 
Meum © Joved me, and gave bimſelf for me. 
Tuum. MINE and THINE, are words of 
PROPRIETY in SPIRITUALS as 
as well as CIVILS. What unto thee is 
(this) CHRIST), ., he be_not (thy) 
[ST ? Thoſe PRONOUNS (Me, 
oy Thee,, My, Thy, Mee, Thine) are MO- 
| NOSYLLABLES of ' LOVE, and 
drop (like HONEY-COMBS) with 
ſweetneſs of Aﬀettion. The Sweetneſs 
of the PROMISES (faith Lather ) is 
couched in PRONOUNS, as Me and 
Thee; as My and Thy; as Mine & Thine. 
. To the Soul (out) of, Chriſt. Art 
thou out of IST ? be cautioned 
then againſt zndervalving this a" 


The GirT. of Gov. 8x 

leld and wnvaluable Gift. We read of | 
ſome who tread under foot the Sou of Heb. 10. | 
ron under fot.) 2*> 29 | 
tranſlation extremity. of Coy- YATETATYG. 
which we _— value, 


SER LC rTR 


By way - COUNSEL. This Us, 2. 
bath the like As b Xi ieghing goon 


Fries (in ) Chriſt Gift. FT 


The Gr T of GoD. 


bi of} was In” ite 
CS on ate orb 
the TYPE and*the ANTE 
TPPE: To eras; JOSEPH was Jold p 
Wede to ezbut' JESUS "Wis 
raft in order a agiru, wii" Eref 


Toh. 10. if: aw cone "\Hpt\7 e might Duet 
10. F'have”? 144 mere and 


Words, -wie have tht 
| ks ks :'the' -petfoshs 
ito )- whoth, be 


'3 PERSON'S bet Th nach 
4-6 NY rl 


I.'1, thar Was fram”) God 3 that's 
{#6 )/ — yon ( was: "YOu 


22 6 that 
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that (am )God; 1. I, who- came frem 
God, and ami going unto God; LT, 
* who at-ull-{/trom ) the Father ; > all 
ht (to) che Farher} all ( with) the 
$ Father ;'F; The perſon that /peaks, 1s 
>  Chrif, the Mouth of the Farber; the 
Mouth 'of: "Heaven. MOSES, is. a 
MUTE, and fpeaks nor; rhe- MES- 
SIAH is the MOUTH, and he ſpeaks. 
God (#*% -of 'baft' dey) bath ſpoken 
bo970 us by bis Son: Heb ; 

:- The per/ons (of) whine andi{uno) 
whom he i -orinkor were Robey. 
door of rs "107 10. 7. 

The - Subjedt-Matter of the fun, 
Herein there 4s <OAITTIS' EINE ond 
of his coming." 

- His COMING. I am come. Iam 
come out -6f 'the” WOMB. inito the 
WORLD-T arti cothe: our of the BO- 
SOM of my* FATHER; and out of 
the WOMB' of my MOTHER, into 
a wide and wicked word. - : 
rif The END&t his Comm. 'T hat they 
eſt } might have AUife ;\ life: Here, and / life 
14. | hereafrer p*life ( fron) Tod and life 
2s | ( with ) God ; a life of Grace; and a 
life of Gly; Heaves here, anda Hea- 
ven her 5'® Helventptey ws 


and 
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and a Heaven. ( after ) the Earth : - 
But what-follows? And that they 
ight have it more abundantly. Here 
: is life and-this life Grace and Glory,Pſe. 
84. I 1. yea, and this mofe abundantly. 
The word - { abundantly )- ſeems ro 
fignifie-not only exceedingly ; bur alſo 
exceſſroely, Thus, here 1s the coming 
of Chriſt; Iam come: I came{ from ) - 
GOD, not leaving HIM; 1- go (to ) 
GOD not . teaving HIS :.' I am come 
that they. might have. life, and that 
they might haye 14 more abundantly; 
more -rmly-and freely, and fully than 
ever : there .is the end.of his coming, 
Thus Chriftwas given that he might 
| be theSaviour of the world.God [ent not 
his Son ints the World to condemn the 
world, but that the world through him 
might be ſaved: 'The.: firſt congay of 
Chriſt was not to judge.( that ſhall be 
at his ſecond coming) but to-propound 
terms of GRACE and PEACE, that 
JEWS and GENTILES believing (in) 
him, might be Seved ( by ) him. 

Art m CHRIST ? Take alſo 
PROSPECT of the Freeneſs of the 
Giver, and of the Gifr. Le 

The FREENESS of the .GIVER, 
''he Father, was a 'VOLUNTEER 

71-2 
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The GirT of God. 
in giving the Son. This isevident (Fob. 
6.32, 33. ) Moſes gave you not bread 
Hewven : He could not ſo much as 
give you that periſhing bread the : 
ws, (which wastemporal and ty ical l) 
the giver of this bread was G, 
there is better” bread ; living <brm 
Yea, the bread of life : My Farbet gin 


' eth you the true bread from beaven. 


'Tis @ Chrift that ſpeaks, 'and of him- 
ſelf he ſpeaks - Fir the bread of God 
is be which came down from Heaven, 
and proeth life to the world. 

The FREENESS of the GIFT. The 
Son was a Volanteer in the giving 
of Himſelf. This is as evident (73.2. 
14) bog 4Ve infer for ws. Thar is, 

we Tamſelf ro th for' us. He 

1sSoul and Body ; he gave his 

ZIFE, which indicatet the VOLUN- 
TARINESS'of his DEATH. 

Art in CHRIST ? Believe then that 
God giveth giftslike unto himſelf. Ir is 
fid of ARAUNAH (2 Sam. 24.22. ) 
that he gave like a King. It may befaid 
of GOD, that he gives like a GOD, for 
he giveth -a CHRIST, who is the: - 
GIFT of GIFTS. . God gave EVE 
(the Mother of all living) unto un- 
fallen ADAM,butGod oivvcch CHRIST 
G 3 (rhe 
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( the Father of ail living. ).to falleg 
ADAMITES.. Ged gave unto ESAU 
mount SEIR. but unto the CHURCH, 
he giveth,a CHRIST. . Chrif, is not 
only ETHNAN (a gift }- but alſo 

ELNATHAN ( Gods gift) accord- 
ing to the ſignitication of the werds, 

ALEXANDER the GREAT ( i: he 

had right to give.) gave hke himſelf, 
for being asked a PENNY, he gave 2 
CITY. | This GOD. (in | giving 

CHRIST") gives ike himſelf, for Chriſt 
is RANNIEL, the Gift of God, as the 
word gnifierh. Unto OTHNIEL did 
CALEB give ACHSAH as a wife, but: 
unto the CHURCH doth GOD give 
CHRIST as.a Hushand. CALER gave 
unto ACHSAH his:Deu ghrer, the up+ 
per, 2nd nether (ſprings, = 'trs GOD 

g. that gives unto lis Sons and, Daughters 

a CHRIST, who is a £9n,.am-only Son; 

an only begotten Son. [Fhe » Galts of 
of God are not Giftleſ-Gi*ts; it's wor- 
thy receiving what God thinks worthy 
£1rvIng, and CHRIST 1 18 NATHANE 
EL, the Gift of God, .1as the word 
ſigmherh. 'One DAVID (a.Captive to 
7 Towrks ). being redecmes, and-ar- 
rived at, ALECTUM, wm SCOT- 
LAND racmorial « od, called it 
DUN- 


| The G18.7 of, Gaps 


Ut EE the Galt of God, .T 
he Leen of She 


_ fer oe opt belides .x 
vol Fapbernee, Thus GO 

oak. os Rt 
Toy: ILLS. 0 HRIST ; be 1 


| bor he giveth 8, he giveth 

| the-fure mercies of David, I will give Ih.42.6 
| thee for @ covenant wo; the «. for * 

| li ig bt. of the Geatyles. | gife” f 


| CHRIST is the HIYPERBSLE of 
LOVE. ; the higheſt NOTE that ever 
| reach 
Art in CHRIST ? then (thorou hk. 
ce) lay up,and lock up this GIF F 
With, great perſons .rich , Fewels( if 
they .cannat logk thorough them). 
| are greaz things ;tbeſe.arc_laid- up /in 
| a Cloſet, and Jocked: up in a Cabwet. A 
Perſons of wards droncear and gay, 
. of terrene qual: an an! ity, Wul not 
la -, Ke FATE and. PEA} IS, -ber 
| DIAMONDS and JEWELS,in a vuls 
gar FJace, and expoſe, them to vulgar 
oped, but lock chemup.io a place of. 
the greateſt Secreſje and in order to the 
greateſt Secxrity,,_ 18 not CHRIST 
the JEWEL of JEWELS? Is not he 
the PEARL of PEARLS ? Let him 
they be laid up, an1 locked up, for he 


G 4 Is 


33 


Hee fuxt 
Or namen - 
f4 Med. 


Joh. 1.29. 
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is the pift of God. Aaron'was to take a 
pir'(Exo. 16. 33; ) and to pur Manna 
rs, ol it is Sm the Lord. The 
Apoſtle ( follo the common Greek 
verſion } ttanflarerh -ir golden por (Heb. 
9.4.) Three things were laid up im the 
ARK; the POT of MANNA ; the 
ROD of AARON, & the TABLES of 
rhe COVENANT. New was the port 
of Mama to be laid up before JEHO- 
VAH({ thar is, before the Arkof Tefts- 

mony, which was a fign of Gods 
ſence ) and ſhall not CHRIST (rhe 
Gift of God, and Mamrnain the Anti- 
ripe ) be laid up, and locked up in the 
Heart of a perlon given unto him, and 
unto whom he's given ?. CAMELIA 
(the MOTHER of the GRACCHT ) 
having pointed ro her CHILDREN, 
iaid, Theſe are my Ornaments & Fewel:: 
Pur 'JOHN 'pomted ro JESUS, and 
was he ngt therein more than a prophet ? 
The Propher: did'predit the coming of 
Chrift after many years, but Fobn had 
the dignity to poznt at him ; Behold the 
Lamb of God, which' taketh away the 
ſens of the werld. Every word is empha- 
rical : He makes here an oppoſition be- 
tween CHRIST, and the PASCHAL- 
LAMB 


OC E—_— 


Toh Gritt of Go.w 
LAMB of MOSES, which'may be cal- 
led the PASCHAL-LAMB of MAN. 
Mine eyes ( ſaith: Luther ) ſhall — 
nothing elſe but this ineſtimable 
my Lord and ' Saviour, Jeſus iſt 
- wary buy that for a Farths 
which coſt many Talents of Gold? The 
LAW with all oy works 8 ah cor 
neſs is but as a Farthing 
with CHRIST, the GIFT. of GOD. 


and is it not pity but he ſhould be laid 46 
up, and locked up in the hearts of 
thoſe for whom he died, and within 
= he liverh? ' 

Art in CHRIST ? Bleſs God then 
(thorough grace”) for this Gif Not 
ſtoried of CODRUS (rhe Kin 
Perſia ) that he gave his life nog the 
Irs of his Countrey. Hath GOD 

ho hath Bowel: of Mercy, as well as 
Beams of Glory ) given CarsT to 
thee, and to me, _ ſhall we nor bleſs 
him for this Gift ? There is Ycommon 
gift by providence, and a ſpecial gift 
by promile. 

There is a common gift by PROVI- 


| DENCE. Thus, the earth is grven into 


the hands of the wicked. Feroboam had 
the 


8g 


| This Chriſt is the Pear! of great price, Mar. 13. 
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o_ of Jjreel given \himy 
Fs They ſerved the pro- 


Ku of Fat dy the AER... in” 


AR. 17. God, ſerved them." God hath wade of 


26. 


Eng of one wal )all nations. 
to dwell on all the earth, and 
termined the times before apporm:. 
wy por che bounds of. their habitation. 
God hath ( as it were ). chalked our, 
anddrawn a line, where the domi 
and polſeſſions, where the may 
hakclans of ſuch men: ſhall be: ex- 
rended,& where they ſhall be confined, 
Thereis a ſpecial g £IW PROMISE. 
Thus Chriſt is, heh iS IT Gift of God. 
Upon the LAPSE of MAN(1n the be- 
ginning of the Creation ) God gave 
Chriſt in- promiſe. I. wut 3 _—_ 
( this1s oppoſed to the A 
FAMILIARITY, that, had been To 
tween the SERPENT, and the WQ-: 


Gen.3.15. MAN) between thee and the woman, 


and between thy ſeed and ber ſeed; be 
ſhall break «by bead,and thou ſhalt bruiſe 
his heel. F his is the firſt promiſe, and 
all after-promiſes are but as ſo many 
COMMENT'S upon this farſt promiſe ; 

and { after thouſands of years ) God! 


gave Chrift i in perſon, To you i bor. 
the 


vs. 
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Fhbe GieT of 'God. 
this in. the Ci | 

Kms which 1: chif the Lord, A 
ſpecial. Gift þy pramiſe, is peculiar ta 
Believers of the "ig ſawp. Theſe cnn 
joy earthly things by a Heavenly ule; 
CHRIST is. their CONVEYANCE, 
and his BLOOD. is the. belt TENURE, 
Ged calls/t0-\Solomen, rask,, what. I ſhall 
give then. Shecher {aid unta the Father, 
and Brethren of Deanab, azk never 10 
much dowry, and gift and, will give 
it. Ahaſwerus faid unto Ether; what is 
thy requeſt? jr ſhall 'be given thee ro 
the halt.af the Kingdom... Hered aid to 
Herodias, | 38k what thou: wilt, even to/ 
the half of i my Kingdom, ;and I will 
give it. Here, are great | PROMISES. 
but none of theſe could fiveCHRIST; 


he is. the. GIFT” of GOD, and wilt not. Ron..$.32 


thou ' bleſs: GOD for this GIFT'? He 
that ſprared wot his ownSen,vut delivered 
bir «up for ut all, how! ſbalf he not with 
him alſo freely give ws all things ? All 
things irforder to a {tre of GRACE, 
or of NATURE. All abings coe- 
leſtial-' and terreſtrial - come to the 
CHURCH by and thoroughCHRIST,- 
who is the greateſt gift thatever MAN. 
received, or ever GOD beſtowed, How. 
ſhall God deny us any thing, when he 

bath 


of , David ,@ Luk. 2.11, 
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hath avon who 1s above all 
Oh- my Soul! bleſs thou-this 
GIVER for this GIFT. Whar are all 
other gifts withour ( this ) Gift? what 
x not. ling God i A tram 
? 1s elical, as 
rt wer aro. work 
commence here. km thre yn 
hereafter tocry Hallelujabs to theLord, 
| td wb the Lowh and who would nor 
be of that celeſtial Quire? QUEEN' 
ELIZABETH({ whoſe Motto was AL- 
WAYS THE SAME) as ſhe was 
thorough the City of London, a 

BIBLE was let down, which ſhee took, 
_ it, and laying it to her heart, 


chanking th aw br pecially ' for that 
Gift. ſhe the GOSPEL, and 
ler pes Ch is ' aftually 
Chriſts ) bleſs GOD for CHRIST, for 
he is the SubjeF, and Subſtance, and 
Sum of the Goſpel? Will a man be 
thanktul fot a " ARTHING, -and 
wilt not thou bleſ6God for a PEARL, 
who 1s able to pay all thy Deh34, and to 
bear all thy Charges ? Fed how ſhould 
we be in the reflection of -that truth ! 
. Were not ten cleanſed, but where are the 
wine ? Tis true, Chriſt asked ( —_ 
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Ts praikng 
asa ( [ 
VEN, is a Reward rather. a work, 
I find in atreF of the Life and Death. 
of Mr: JESSEY, that he, continned 
ifing God to the laſt Gafp; a little be 
fore: Deg ſealed up bis lips, he often 
repeated theſe words: PRAISES FOR, 
EVER, AMEN; AMEN: .PRAISES. 
the AMEN FOR EVER. & EVER, 
fer an uathankful man to. ye. Hath 


God given thee Chrift, and» Himpelf 1 


Chriſt; hath God given thee Grace na 
a Chrift, and. will he give thee. Glory 
Chrift? bleſs him then, with the 


with a Cþr 
fruit of the LIP, & with» the fruit of 
the LIFF, Heb.: 3.15 Pbjar.1 1. If we 
would bleſs God aright, wemult (lg) 
as well2s,( give.) praile. . Thanks-lw 
ing, is the belt way of Henke gru: 


J4q 


The G1rT of Gb. 
"Can we bettuly-ſard th bieſ® GOD fot 
wnterfeiring Gerieverss -our” ene 
and- our + WORKS ? | berwetn' our 
PRINCIPLES/ -and PRACTYSES) 
between our LIPS and our LIVES? 


"T6 a perſbii" {out} of Chriſt. & 
the G##= of Got, Fre art®hot 


_ Without Hit? 9ccepe - then "of eli 


ory rs 

ir into the Tirus to deep 
theexhortatioit:! & (0. D11u) © 
- Biir what ( inay ) this ors. 'co 

me? | ay 


*HE may toft thee thy LAND-Y the 
obo anph Lend thay g6. 1f into 
arr Chizilt' cometh, dur of 'thy 

jd thou? be' turritd. Whoſo- 


ep bY b'of "you (Luke 14-3 DG 
that * Faſuker he. all that be KY 
ere is rhe Univerſality of the: - Subject 
#4 Obje&t; all muſt be forfaken in 
Judgment, AfeCtion, Reſolution," and 
in referenceto an a&toal Pradt:(e; if it 
fands ' in COMPETITION '' with 
CHRET: Here is' alſo th8 perempto- 
tihefs of rhe” Sentence; hetamnot be my 
Diſciple. "The - WORLD; hath ever 
been 3 WORLD; thiovgh' nar = 
| rom 


The *GiPr 'of God." 95 
From nga The #orl{muſt Mundus | 
bas ny Us 2 SACRIFICH, nunquam 
f GQDcalls for it. Ah! what e $ s Manda 


Folly' s'it ro loſe a CROWE 


M. It was anoble h of 
= who Lewy #L 
upon, the gt wad bad oe jake 
it bp; giving Teaſer for th hougr 
hor | 


HEMISTOCLES Theh 
the world are but for the wor d. 
- tnay colfthee” this uorld.” 
(Paley; "io Ttheit Good 5; Yea, PAUL 
ftt3ins higher; fo for wag 
Ge ev Pet "Phe Io - fart alt thing 
ay *colfr 


RT: Ya;l 1 
not 0+ r Fc et this ay 
go if Chr: apt 7 Vw th 
Mito of US INitt the ſecogd, 1-19e7t4s, 3 

RO that leberty' is an © ef of = 
in | able 1h A Chriſt colt Paul a Fi. 
I Paul aþr Priſonce Zeſat Chriſt. Eph. 3 
* Not. that ke frad 3 IM rene (p 7 
th | Chriſt, *but Fry riſous RO hr & 
o- | The RASBING fy * os y 
my Ku Heavens Wer th : * i 
»k, and <ve 7 
the = Y Edutd not' Tor 
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fled. But a CHRIST ( 
GIFT of p 


of GOD) may coſt 
LEERTY. Wupeſs Pot In pe | 
2 . 


wore frequent, is s oft, 


13.03. colt. thee thy LIFE. 
LENT of ll ye 


this may \ 4 Chriſt comes. 
= ig (as che PHILOSOPER 
- i) .t "Y the US Bk or 


&_ his » X Cri 
wr where ſhe is Trim N = Kind 
ſhe 8 redundant in ar another. As DEATH 


Fae he Evil, fo 
/(oyodreig & Good, 


coft thee thy LIFE. We. read of ſome 


TEE" 11) whe bor year 
4 c 
lives, yet bed a Total 


ED APOS- 
"'TLES 


bach. is the UNION of SOUL 


and yet boa yew Gift GO, has | 
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'TLES but JOHN. Was nor LIFE a 
otra. "_ the my who 
d 1t a notable examp publick 
Clemency to ſpare LIFE, where other 
Pons s were Sufficiem? Yet 
--- —Ml of God) may colt thee 
- what ( muſt) this GIFT coſt 2, x. - 
me 
It muſt coſt thee thy SELF. Thy So. 
SELF ( whether fenful, or ſecond, or 
ſpiritual) maſt go, it CHRIST comes. 
ie man (one, ſo the Greek) whether 
EW. or GENTILE, whether MAN 
or WOMAN: But what of thisone? 
will come after me, let bim_ deny him- Math. 16; 
ſelf, and rake up his croſs,and me, *+ 
It is not enough to leave that which 
we have, bur we muſt alſo leave our 
ſelves. But whether ſhall we go our of 
onr ſelves? we muſt leave our ſelves in 
reſpe& of that which we have made 
our ſelves by SIN; and we are ro remain 
our ſelves in reſpect of that which we 
are-made by GRACE. | 
By way of TERROUR. Is Chri® 3: 
the-Gift of God, bur not given to thee ? 
tremble then, for thy condition is de- 
lperate, dangerous, and damnable. = 
wy” that 


a—_ 
of Fuiſſe CHRIST is happy in the mid(t of his 
elicem. \ISERY, but a Soul ( out) of 


98 


under all cheie TYPES. Art 


thus ? May 
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that time (Eph. 2.12. ) ye were with- 
ont Chrif. He with CHRIST, 
who was the END of all the PRO- 
MISES, & _——C 


then thou art 
Art Chriſtleſs ? then thou art Str 
lefs and Spiritleſs. Art 'T; 
thou art Graceleſs, and like to be 
Gloryleſs. Ah ! what truly awakened 
Soul would be in thy coaditron for the 
riches of both the INDIES. we have a 
ſaying, That it is a miſerable thing to 

have been happy. A Soul (mm) 


ſs, and 


A _ SS oc Ms A WAY bY 


CHRIST is miſerable 'n the midſt of 
his HAPPINESS. He that hath not a 
God, nor a Chriff, nor a Sex! to Liſe 
cannot be »:erable, bur he that hath 
all theſe to loſe, cannot be . There 
is an EBAL ( the mount of curſing, 
dah Go .1 3.) and from this MOUNT. 

h God ſpeak to a Chrs 

er/on. The Pa 1 Here hk 
cer converſe DEATH- and DE- 
STRUCTION. and yes no and 
be deſtroged. 

Ah ! this is Sad, and ſhall 1 be left 


mf 7B i SO wi AAA 9 0H): 2 A ks 
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' May not I fay to thee, as the Sol, 
King of Trad Iſrael ( under. the SAMA= 
AMIN )faid ugto the woman, 
> Kings 6. 26,27? She cries unto 
ban, belp, ob hed my King : but ,he 
Said, if the Lord deeb not belp thee, 
INST Cop enn AL 
ma Ne INFL _—_ 
" order to the 
tion of thy DESPERA En 
DAMNATION take theſe following 


Direfitons. 

Make (i grace) faith of this 1. 
_ ks 16. J1. ) the 

7 Chrif, ther's the PRE- 

: Hind thou be Soved ; 
ther's the PR | Here is the 
SUBIECT,, and that's SALV-&TION; 
hete is the OBJECT, and thar's 
CHRET ; here is the ACT, and 
that's FAITH. Believe in the Lord | 
Jelas Chriſt, and thou ſhalt be faved. - wi 
Fhis brief Anſwer containeth the Sum 
of the Goſpel. JE 

Wait at - GATES of WIS. 1%: 
DOM. Be Swift to hear, fo & 
flow to wrath. Jam. 1. ig. Hers 

, Be Switt to hear : 

There aft Promptizude to the b |: 
H 2 Dat; "1 
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Ira furor 
prevs. 


* hath two Ears: and both. open; 


The GirT of God. 
Duty, and ofthe ſpirit to doſe wiki the 
mind 


of God.- Slow to ſpeak :: Aman 
he: 


and bd ia-hds 


| 

hdth but one Tongue, { 

ged in with Teeth.» Slow rowrath.: Is | © 

not Angera ſhort Hatred, as Hatred is | 
alovg Anper? Isnot Anger a P 

cakly raked; but bardly” raed? Bo | 

, and fix nor. Be angry; there 

4 calf PRECEPT'; / and fin fl 

not, there is the heardeſt PRO- Þ ? 

HIBITION : The reaſon is obvjous, , 

becauſe *ris never more [hard for a ſ 

man to forbear SIN, than when Le E 

doth not forbear ANGER. . 

Caſt thyſelf ar the FEET of f| © 

CHRIST. There is Salvation in a , 

tc 

A 

tt 

I 

th 

$ 


Chrif?, venture upon him ; Yea, ven- 
rure upon him, for there is no Salvation 
out of him. MARY, did ſi at the 
FEET of JESUS, do thou lie at the 
FEET of JESUS: Caſt thy Self upon 
him, for he hath ramiſed; He that Com 
eth unto me I will not, not, caff out of 
doors. There are two Negativesto ( 
ſtrengthen the Afhrmative ; Not, nor, th 
Fobn 6, 37. The QUEEN wen tothe || V 
KING with this reſolution, If T periſh, y 
I pore Go thus refoiyed; unto C 
CHRIST, | & 
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CHRIST,: ( the KING of KINGS) 
and live there ; and /ie thitye;' and die 
there. Go ( as a ſowner ) unto avayionr, 
and be,nat, pur off | withqut Grage/in 
order, to "Glo, and withour; 
cation, in qrder to Sarvation. Caſt 
ſelf upon CHRIST and- fay,' Lord 
Jeſus, I ſhall be damned, or 'Sayed'; 
I would not be Damned, but Saved; 


Yea, I willnot be damned, but faved, - 


_ wiltſave me: —_ .haſk; the 
Key of 'Naryid, opening, \ and\ 10; man 
vp Stuuting and no man. opening 
7 Thou canſt. ler into b... 

7 _— let | into SION; 
canſt keep.out of HELL, 3nd ler _2 
HEAVEN ; Lord Jeſus; SavZifie mes. 
and Save me, for I reſolve it.l-peridhs 
to periſh, at. the FEET. ob MERCY! . 
Art in earneſt? ſaam I,  arid;will ſend 
thar PRAYER along with thag'with & 
little variatioa)inthy: guipg wJESUSs; 
that JAGOB.- ſent along; with ' his! 
SONS upon their going to Logon | 
( Gen. 43:14.) God. abni 
mercy before the Mon 
MEDIATOR. berween 'GOD and 


MAN ( 1 Tom. %. 5-):iube the, MAN _ 


CHRIST JESUS, who is theaGIFT of 
GOD. H 3 3 By 


ranges Met thes 4" 


—_— a. 
CRDOUUPP DT TT L_z_L_ Tr —_ oo” 


OT eo CE Cee deal er ee ie I. = x ts 
- CY ———_— 


+ *, k*% 


IOZ 


: + 


14 habet 
_ 
omzn1a, ba- 


bet omni. then thou haſt a. right to the CR 
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way of COMFORT. Is 

vero THEE? erramph = 
Elie, Halt GOD gf 

CHRIST? then drimk of the h—_ 
Ar way, and lift up thy head. Hath 
God given thee C 


Tho Þ .then, 
forts hath gi RT 
hadinade inceher wo 


rid, and 
thee. There - isa en og pork 


mount - of | b] and from Sr 
MOUNT doth ſpeak to T_ 
untw» when "CHRIST = 

27 T2. when ALEX DER Ml 

a£1TY (to the man t 

Shed a PENNY ) che voor man Won» 
ders, andtells bim it was too much for 
rite iden rn ner 


EET WE me to gove, 


thou'Say, the SON is roo much 
for me to beet tne hab not too 
much - for ''the FATHER to give. 
Hath God given thee CHRST ? then 
thou haſt a to ALL, by' VER- 
TUE of this IFT. Hethat-hath him 
who is ALI, and hach' ALL, hath 
ALL. Hath God given- thee Chrif? 


TURE, and» right tothe CROWN; 


Yo, TW OF, AYE © oo BB” a GOTH PORE Sn NR” PARTS S5WW 7 


yours : But who are _ ON. Fe 


Foy bleſſed my mofer greatly, and be 
flocks >» $ fiver, g old, &c. and unts 
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nod, yours, 
wean ng (a things (are) 
nap prectatyonr mag, et 
ther Paulo» Apoilo,or Cephas: varieties 
« are yours: the higheſt, and 

welt Afrn:fers are yours: Bur 
nv follows The Kr foor x _ 
yours: Yea th; All com 
divions and events are yours: Yea, 
, Preſent, and things ta come : 

State, and a Stare 'of 
ediefs 5a State of GRACE, anda 
of GLORY ; + HEAVEN here; 
and a HEAVEN hereafter : AJ] av 


are CHRISTS: e are Chriſt 

Chriſ®s is Gods. Wt Gay > Chriftus 

TOWERS ALL i YOURS. Theſe, x & =. 
re great HEIRS, and ' look like *** v 

ISAACS. Was not ABRAHAM(; ACCor- | 

to the Narrative of his Servant in the 


Sacred Story ) very rich? Febouab 


eat ; be bath given bin 


Iſaac bath be groen ral that . be bath. 
H 4 Gen. 
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Gen. 24. 34,&c. Thus( thoſe who 
are «ually CHRISTS ) are HEIRS, 
they are as Tſaac was ( accoriing to 
Jaco the Greek ) Children of the pro- 
miſe, Gal. 4. 2.8. 

But to end this SECTION ; Is 
CHRIST given to THEE ? forrow 
nor then as one without hope, for, if 
CHRIST berthane, ALL is thine: ALL 


- 35 thine in PROMBE, and ALL fhall 


be thine in POSSESSION. As thau 
haſta right to the EARTH, ſo. thou 
haſt a right to HEAVEN (which: is 
the PRESENCE of all GOOD, and. 
the ABSENCE of all EVIL) if. 
CHRIST be thine, who is the ar nd 
of GOD. 


HOEA ©EQ. 
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Of Spirirual Supplication. 
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CHAP. I 


4 DISQUISITION often the 
TRUTH of s. 


Thar Seekiaiyy GOD and CHRIST is 
impoſed, and conſequenrally im 
Mos; x 1s{devidenr, that be who runs 
may read it. ' 

*Tis true all ( wirhour ie ) 
are to {tek GOD 'and CHRET, for 


PRAYER | worſhip, 
and Pee A — ho upon 


Semen Magus to pray; but the preſent 

ESSAY 1s a Dilcaſon of Spiritual - 
SUPPLICATION} now rione . can 
Spiritually 
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nfo Sqphet) opor chef Lew 


fore is the DUTY areckilly poſed, 
—_— uni mcumbent. "That. this 


TRUTH (in the Jnr 
SCRIPTURE) hath = Sacred - SUF- 
FRAGE, is evident, and TEXTS 
might be multiplied in order to the 
evincement of it. Thus (1 Chre. 16.1 3.) 
Seek Fehovah and bis ſtrength; Seek bs 
face continually. In this Text there is the 

AZ, ſeek: Objefs, the Lord, his 
R—_ and Face : The Duration alſo 

bo the 4& upon the Obje&#s, contin- 
ually, So ( Aves 5. 6.) Seehbrbe Lad, 
and ye ſhall live. Seek Fehooah ; the 


Father, or Son ; the Father and Son, 
ther's the P :. And ye ſhall lip 
S_— live ao whe icy AG 


= on +4 that 


Lord while be may be 
him while be 1s near. Here is a Duty 
aſſerted, and a DireRion annexed. 
rt. An afferted DUTY. And herein 
1. The ACT. Seek and call. The 
Hebrew word for Seek is DARASH, = 
Wnancn 


( —_ Ir bur thoſe ( Zach, 


Synonamoxs 
SCRIPTURE ( Ia-.5 5.6.) Serk y+ the 
(Je.55.6) yo | 


} 
( 
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2. The SUBJECTS. Ye. Seek ye. But 
who were theſe? Some reſtrain it to 
the JEWS, but may it not be interpre- 
ted of the GENTILES as well as the 


3. "The OBJECT. Fehoveh. Seck Je 
Teboveh. This is the FATHER, for 
thar's his name ( Exo. 6: 2.7 B 
name TEHOV AH was I wat 

#nro them. Thisalfo is the Name of the 
* SON ( Fer,23. 6.) This is the name 


whereby be be talled, FEHOVAH 
OUR: RIC OUSNESS. 
2. An annexed DIRECTION. 
White he may be found, and while he 
5 near. Theſe Expreflions are Synons- 
ma'alfſo, and Jitfer more in _ 
than 
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than in. Senſe. To feek GOD and 

may be: found, 
and while they S——_— —— 
them NOW-:; —Gckabdws while the 
ARK is'in the CAMP. Behold now is 
the accepted time; behold. now is the 


CHRIST while 


day of Sakvation. 2 Coe. 6. 2. 


—__ — — 


CHAP. IT 


=y IN COLLIN after the REA- 
IN of i. 


ut why Spiritual Invoeation up- 
on FATHER and SON univers 
: " Glly impoſed, and univerlally i INCUm- 
bent upon. all: thar are y in 
CHRIST 2-Art in Chriſt ?*ris then thy 
Duty and thy Mercy to Seck Chrift. 
'Ts..thy DUTY, - therefore ſeek 
currr For this ther's Precepr, and 


Preſident. 

PRECEP T. Gad hath ſpoken, and 
who ſhall come after a Gog to ſpeak ? 
think none bur BEELZEBUB, 
and that Teaies HYDRA, or - 
MONSTER, that is ſo near;a kin to 
i dts ks eh REUBEN 
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The words of God, are the laws of 


Man. Thus ſaith Febovab, the boly one 


of Ifrael, and bis Maker ; a: k me of 


things to come concerning my Sms, and 
concerning the work of my hands, com- 
wand ye me,lfa.4.5. 1 1.Good God, whar 
ng 4 1s this! As if an infinite ES- 
SENCE had faid, no Servant ſhall be 
ſo ready to ſerve his Maſter, nor Sox to 
ſerve his Father, as I will be ready to 
ſerve YOU. Hath not Spiritual SUP- 
PLICATION '(\m this. TEXT ) a 
Shadow of OMNIPOTENCY 1n- 
—_—_— ( as \it were) upon ut? 
SIDENT. All Gods people, in 
all ages, have been a praying people, 
and by this have been Giftmguiſhed 
trom other people, PRAYER being 
their PROFERTY, as well as their 
DUTY, 
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Bur is Spiritual SUPPLICATION 2». 


the peculiar PROPERTY, and cerram 
CHARACTER .ot a cordial! CON» 
VERT? 


Llaſtances might.be multiplied, 8nd a $//. 


cloud of witneifes produced to evince 
the Sojution of this Queftion. I will 
lingle out ſome Perſons that have been 
—_— CONVERTS, and ſpiritual 
SUPPLIANTS. ABRA- 


36. ) the Father of the faithful; and 
DOT Hs. 
Man,was 2 : and as 

Sa cortal CONVERT, Þ he was 
a Spiritual SUPPLIANT. Upon an 
he worm" Gad of Gods unto 
Abrahams, that he was ready to rain 
(as it were)HELL outof@ VEN 
-upon SODOM, &c. (Gen. 1 8.from the 
I 7 v. to the 33.) and the Citics of the 
plain, Abrabem becomes an Interpoſer, 
and an Interceſſer. He begins with 
FIFTY ; peradventure there. be 
righteous withiw the City; and dec 
ly to TEN ; peradventure tex 

be found there ; and Febovab (aid, 
I will not deftroy it for tens ſake. Here 
was but asking and having ; GOD 
anſwered fo a ABRAHAM 
asked; and” who knows bur if ABRA- 
HAM had deſcended lower, GOD had 
condeſcended lower ? "T's true, ABRA- 
HAM deſcended not to fewer than 
TEN; 
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TEN ; the Hebrew 9 ive this 
reaſon; the generation 
Wik, wr Som perſons ( Noah, his 
and 'their three 
| SIrt © WORLD was not 
_ their ſakes. Wak not Abra- 
cordial CONVERT, anda ſpi- 
rirual SUPPLIANT ? 

ISAAC. Iſaac ( Joy as the word 
nifierth) was a cordial CONVERT: 
Is Iſaac ( Heb. 11. 18. ) ſhall 
be called. Fs ISAAC, wasa nr? 
JESUS. As Iſaac was Heir to Abraham, 
So CHRIST was « red beiy of all 

ISAAC auf bonne KNPE 


at bs THROAT; JESUS muſt = 
the SPEAR in his SIDE. This Iſaec, as 
he was 2 cordial convert, fo he was a 
ſpirirual Swppliant, he went forth to 
nay m the field at the ever-tide. 
Gen. 24. 63. To meditate, or to pray, 


ſo the Chaldee ; but the Zebrew, and Ainſ, 


the Greek read i in, roexeraſe himſelf : 
And Iſaac went out to exerciſe himſelf 
m the field; which comprehendeth 
borh MEDIT ATION SUPPLI- 
CATION. Meditation, is a bleſſed IN- 
CHOATION, or begining to \Swppis 
cation ; znd Supphcation 1s 2 
CONCLUSION 


d 
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CONCLUSION, or ending of Mr 
ditation , therefore is this read- 
ing, to meditate or to pray. We ſhould 
. from the _ Angelical DUTY. of 
pm he to the Evan 
DUTY or; SUPPLICATION. 
JACOB. Jacob (a Supplanter as the 
word {ignifieth ) was 
tranſplanted, and implanted unto the 
foot, and fatneſsof the true Olive-tree. 
This Father of the PATRIARCHS 
{ called alſo ISRAEL) was a cordial 
comvert ; he was loved ( by ) God,and 
a lover ( of ) God : How Gods JE- 
DIDIAH { Mal. 1 .2. ) his beloved 
one : Fecob have I loved. He was alfo 
a Spiritual Sappliant. It was JACOB 
that indented with GOD ( Gen. 28 
20, 21. ) about hs PRESENCE, and 
would not go without it. It was this 
Facch (Gen. 28. 15. ) that was 
indulged the Preſence ir God in order 
to CONSOLATION. Behold I am 
with thee: And was indulged the Pow- 
&r of - God in order ro CONSERVA- 
TION ; I will keey thee in all /places 
whithcr thou goeſt, and 24/1 bring thee 
agam miothis land. Now this JACOB 
was alſo a Spuitual Sepphant HE wo 
] 
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lefr alone ( Ger. 32. 24- ) «nd there 
wreſtled a man with bim : This MAN 
was GPa Mt NY JH 
appearing 18 the Form of a : for 
—_ 30.) called the name of the 
place PENIEL ; i. e. The Face of God; 
and gives the reaſon, fer I have ſeen 
Godface to face, and my life is preſerv- 
ed. That JESUS did comba:e with 
JACOB, is evident, for he is called 
GOD and the ANGEL : By bis ftrength 
(Hoſ.1 2.34.) be bad power with God, 
Tea, be bad power over the Angel and 
evailed. This Angel was the Lord 
eſus Chriſt, which redeemed Jacob 
from all evil GOD wreſtles with 
MAN by Temptations and Trials, 
MAN wreftles wnh GOD by Prayers 
and Tears. This JACOB, as he was a 
PRAYER, ſo he was a PREVAILER, 
tor being asked (Gen. 32. 27, 28.) his 
name, (which he acknowledged to be 
JACOB) this Angel faid, Thy name ſhall 
be no micre called facob, but Iſrael; for 
as a Primce baft thou power with G od; 
end with Man { with ME and with 
ESAU ) and baſt prevailed. As Abra- 


\ $a, and Jace, fo Facob wasa prays 


| 


ng perſon. 
F MOSES, 


Joſh. 1.2. 
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MOSES. Was not Moſes a cordial 
Convert? He was a Servant'of God, 
and God preached his Funeral Ser- 
mon, Moſet my Servant is dead. As 
Moſes was a great, fo he was a good 
man, and *ris rare for greatneſs and 
goodneſs to meet in the ſame man, 
going hand in hand. MOSES, is called 
the MAN of GOD, and he alſo was 
the MOUTH ot GOD, to the ISRAEL 
of GOD. And, as he was areal Convert, 
ſo he wasa fpiritualSeeker. This iswrit- 
ren (as it were ) with a BEAM of the 
SUN : And Febovab ſaid unto Moſes 
( Exc. 32. 9, 10.) I have ſeen this 
People, and behold, "tis @ ftiff necked 
peopie; now therefore let me alone, that 
my wrath may wax hot againſ? them, 
and that I may conſume them, and | 
wi'l make of thee a great nation. Moles, 
ler me alone; do nor any longerin- 
treat me to ſpare them ; do not any 
longer hinder me from puniſhing 
them; Moſes, let me alone; leave off 
thy prayer before me, ſo the CHAL- 
DEE : Suffer me, ſo JUNITUS: As it 
Go: had faid, Moſes, end praying, 
rhat I may begin puniſhing; end ſeek- 
ing, that I may begin ſiting; end 


cailng, 
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, that I may begin conſuming. 
is MOSES a MUTE now? No; He 
be ſought the Lord his Godv. 11. He 
earneſtly beſought the face of Fehovab 
his God ; Ainſworth. But, is MOSES 
a ſecond JACOB? Is he a PREVAI- 
LER as well az a PRAYER ? Yea, for 
Fehovab (wv. 14. )repented concerning 
the evil which be bad ſpoken to _ uno 
bis people. 

JOB. Was not Fob (forrowful as the 
word {1gnifieth ) a peculiar one? a 
precicus one? a pure one? he was a proy- 

one. Fob, was 2 great man; the 


greateſt of all the ſons of the Eafs. Fob, 


Was 2 hens. ood man, as well as a great 


was perfect and upright ; one © bt, 


pr feared God, and eſchewed evil ; 2,8 
Yea, he was a NONE-SUCH at thar 
day, in that place: Haſt rhou conſidered 
my ſervant fob, that there is none like 
m the earth. And, as he wasa 
SERVANT of GOD, fo he was a 
SEEKER of GOD. Fob, was one of 
thoſe three \VORTHIES, that had ſo 
much of the EAR of God, and ſuch 
prevalency upon GOD. Though Noah, 
Daniel, and Fob, were in it (Ezek. 14. 
20. ) af 1 live ſaith rhe Lord God, they 


I 2 ſhall 
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all deliver neither ſon nor daughter 


they ſhall but deliver their own ſouls by 
their Pighteouſneſs. Here God 18 unalter- 


ably reſolved, that nothing ſhall take 


him off from bringing JUDG- 
MENT upon a finful people. -JOB, 
was ſuch a PERSON, that his PAS- 
SION was buried under his PATE 


Jam-5.11. ENCE,and his SIN under hisGRACE. 


Ye have beard of the patience of Fob. 
Is not JOB famous to a PROVERB to 
this day ? for when we would ſer forth 
the greatneſs of any mans POVERTY, 
we ſay, as pow as fob; ſo when we 
would ſet torth the- greatneſs of any 
mans PATIENCE, we fay,he 1s as pa- 
tient as Job, or he is ( another ) Fob. 
Did ever ALEXANDER, or CA SAR, 
or the greateſt HERO'S in the world, 
obrain ſuch a name and plory by 
Vittories over MEN, as JOB did by pa- 
tient [uffering under the hand of God? 


Job. 425. Now this man was a praying perſon. Go 


to my ſervant Fob, and my ſervant Fob 
ſhall pray for you, for him will I accept. 
DAVID. Was not David a peculiar 
one? @ precious one? a pure one? 
He was a praying one. DAVID, was a 
SAGE an his day, and yet hewasa 


praying 
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; on : HE did not ſay con- 
RE Fe SUBJECTS, as a LORD 
did concerning his TENANTS, who 
(being called upon to pray) ſaid, I have 
TENANTS enough to pray for me, 
| ſhall nor need to pray for my (elf ; 
but David Was 2 praying perſon. Oh 
my Soul! whata ſignal mercy is a 

img PEOPLE, to a praying 

RINCE! and what a ſignal mercy 1s 
a praymg PRINCE to a prayme 
PEOPLE! For PRINCES to be 
PRAYERS, and for SOVEREIGNS 
to be SEEKERS, who is able to. fay 
what a mercy this 1s? It is a good Rule 
in Divinity, for what we labour, we 

ay. Who can give ſuch a CHA- 


17 


Pro 1zllts 


laboran- , 
dum:, pro 
ills oran=- 


CTER of MAN as GOD? Now, dum. 


had ever Man (and that from God) 
fuch a CHARACTER as DAVID 
had, to be a man after his own heart? 
I bave found David, the ſon of Feſſe 
( Atts 19. 2.) 4 man after mine own 
beart, which ſþall fulfil all my will.. 
It DAVID was a man after Gods own 
heart, certainly then he was a cordial 
CONVERT ; he was alſo a ſpiritual 
SUPPLIANT. This queſtion being 
mayed byCHRYSOSTOME,but why 


I 3 1 
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1s David more than Abrabam, Iſaac, 
Facob or Moſes, called a man after 
Gods own heart? gives this reaſon by 


way of ſolution, becauſe DAVID was 
| . more converſant with GOD in Praying 
| and praiſmg work; his whole book of 
PSALMS conliſting ( as it were ) of 

| HOSANNA'S mn praymyg (to) GOD, 
or HALELUJA'S in praiſing ( of ) 

GOD. That David was a praying per- 

ſon 1s evident ; As for me (Pla. 55.16, 

'I 7, ) I will call upon God, and the Lord 

ſhall ſave me: evening, morning , and 

at noon will I pray, and cry aloud, and 

he ſhall hear me. Three times a day || C*© 

did they uſe to pray in Iſrael, which || V 

DAVID (here) and DANIEL (after- "t 

wards) praCtiſed. *Tis faid of Mr.BOL- || (te 

TON, thatheconſtantlyprayed fix times || P: 

a day ; twice with hisFAMILY,twice || be 

with his WIFE, and twice in .SE- LI 

CRET. Seven times a day (Pla. 119. | © 

1 64.) will Ipraiſe thee.Thaf is often(faith || hol 
Ammrworth) for ſeven isgaſed for many. 

+ DANIEL. Was not Daniel (the 
Judgment of God, as the word figni- 

heth) a peculiar one ? a precious one ? 

a pure one? He was a praying one. 

That he was a cordial! CONVERT 
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evident, for. he would not_ defile him- 
lf with the portion of the Kings meat. 
an. 1. 8, The BABILONIANS did 
eat .many things forbidden. ro. the 
JEWS: Here was his CONSTANCY 
nPIETY ,and RESOLUTIONagainft 
INIQUITY. This good man was 
alſoa great man, for he was made 
Ruler ( Dan. 2. 48.) over the whole 
province of Babylon. He had a LIFE fe 
in PRINT, that ENVY it ſelfknew 
not where to faſten. The preſidents,and 
Princes ( Dan. 6. 4, F- ) (ought gcca- 
hon but could find none, wnleſs con- 
cerning the law of his God. And as he 
was a cordial CONVERT fo he was 2 
Spiritual SUPPLIANT: An EDICT 
(for thirty. days) is made againſt 
PRAYER ; if ( in this time) he preys, 
he muſt be caſt into the DEN of 
LIONS: This was a long time,. anf 
'tis Death for a living man long ta 
hold his BREATH; *tis Death (as it 
were) to a ſpiritual SUPPLIANT' (for 
fewer days than thirty ) to ſuſpend and 
decline ſpiritual SUPPLICATION ; 
now, though + Daniel knew that the 
writing was fgned( v. 10, 11.) be 
went mto his houſe, and bis windou's 
I 4 berg 
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being open in bis chamber toward Fe 
6s Ay he kneeled upon his Inees three 
times 4 day, and ajed, and gave 
thanks unto bis Gd. as he did afore- 
zine. DANIEL was the ſame ( as to 
Duty ) after the Edi#, that he was be- 
fore the Edi#. Three times a day he 
yed ; im the Morning,before he went 
orth,, and engaged 11 fecular affairs; 
at Noon, upon his return to dinner; 
in the Evening, after a duputching of 
his buſidefs.He was ofie-of thoſe WOR- 
'THIES ( Exe. 14. 18. ) that had 66 
much* of the ear of God. Though 
theſe three men Noah, Daniel and Fob 
were nn it, &c. 

PAUL. Was not P2ul a peculiar, 
precious, and pure one? He alſo wa 
a praying one. 'This word ( Paul ) in 
= Latmte fignifieth little or baſe ; rhus 

e was in his own eyes ; Jo little, that 
he writes' himſelf lefs than he was, 
writing himſelf i; than the leaſt of al 
Saints. The word in the Greek fignr 
fieth reſt; this Paul had, for he had 
CHRIST, and he is the Donor of it: 
The word in the Hebrew fignifieth 
marvellous; thus Paul alſo was as to 
Gifts, Speaking with tongues more _ 

| they 


The SptRITUAL SEEKER, izr 


they all; and as to Grace being cried 

up by ſome of the Ancients for an edrth- 

I; ANGEL. That this Paul was 

a cordial Convert is evident, for ( As 

9. 3. ) he had,a Vi/ion from Heaven, 

and ( A&s 2.6. 19.) he was obedient ' 

to that heavenly VISION. That he 

was alfo a ſpiritual, ſuppliant, is as evi- 

dent: No ſooner did Paal and Chriſt 
raciouſly meet, but Pau} goeth from 

Chrift to his Cloſer. Thus (As 9. 11.) 

Go, for behold he prayerh. He, that was 

a Simmer before, is a Suppliant now ; 

that wasa PERSECUTOR before, is 

2 PRAYER now.Oh the riches of free 

Grace! All ( actually bound for Hea-. 

ven ) are praying perſons: No ' more 

ſhall be Praiſers in Heaven, than are 

Prayers on Earth; no more ſhall cry 

Halel«iab's in Heaven, thancry Hoſan- 

#a's on Earth. 2. 

*'Tis thy MERCY therefore ſeek pyjrice. 

CHRIST. Is not Prayer (as it were) li; Clavy 

the Door of Heaven, and Key of Parg- Paradi/t, 

diſe ? Much in Prayer was Auguſtine, 


who ſaith, that "tis a Shelter to the 


Soul, a Sacrifice to God, and a Scourge 
to the Devil. *T'is faid of LUTHER, 
that he ſpent three hours eyery day in 
Prayer, 


fea. 
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Prayer, and uſed to fay that PRAYER. 


was the beſt Book in his Study. Is not 
Prayer (before our Studies) as it were 
the key, to unlock the ſecrers of Gad 
(ro) the ' Heart ? And is not prayer 
(after ourStudies)as it were the turning 
of that key, to lock thoſe Secrets of 
God (in) theHegri? Well fairh ERAS- 
MUS, we ſhall ſpeak more dexterouſly 
to Man, when we have ( with our 
whole hearts ) firſt ſpoken with God. 
Luther ſaith, that he proffted more in 
the knowledg of the Sacred Scriptures 
by Prayer in a ſhort ſpace, than by his 


Bona pre- udy ina longer. A Man in Chrif 
ofita , £5 would not loſe his INCOMES of Pray- 


ens repc- er fora world; for a thouſand worlds 


if there were ſo many. Art thou a ſpiri- 
tual ſeeker ? then thy Incomes of ſeeking 
baye been very great. Oh what have 
thy Tears, and thy Triumphs been in 
a Cloſet | Oh what have thy Sighs, and 
thy Sights, been in ſecrgt! Oh what 
have thy Conwerſs and thy Commerce, 
been in private!! Oh what have th 

Frowns, and thy Smiles, been under 
Retirement” Oh what have thy TONES 
of Sorow, and TUNES of Fey, been 
in Prayer | Haſt thou not (from ſir 
ru 
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zl Supplication ) been ſent away 


t Jwith more of the San#ifying, and with 
more of the Sealmg work of the SPI- 
RIT too? Haſt thou not been ſent a- 


e 

1 

F Eway with more Grace, and with more 
J 


Peace too? Haſt thou not been ſent a- 
way with more Faith, and with more 
Aſſurance too ? "The INCOMES that 
David had in Prayer were great, and 
he did ſet a great ESTIMATE upon 
them. Thus (P/a. 116. 1, 2.)1 

the Lord, becauſe be bath heard my 
voice, and my Supplication : Becauſe he 
bath enclined his ear unto me, therefore 
will I call upon him as long as I live. Or 
(according to the Hebrew) VBEIAM- 
Al ERRA; in my days. Prayer (as 
well as Piety) is profitable to all things, 
baving the promiſe of the life that now is, 
and of that alſo which is to come. 
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CHAP. III. 


A SCRUTINT into the MAN. 
NER of tt. 


ut how areGod andChrift(by thoſe 
who are actually Theirs) to be 
ſought ? 

EARLY. Chriſt (by thoſe who are 
aCtually His) is to be ſought earh. 
When Abrabam was to ofter up his 
Son in TYPE, he roſe up early in the 
morning. We muſt 5eg:m with God and 
Chriſt; We mult begin with God (in) 
Chriſt ; uhto theſe muſt we hrſt go.Per- 
ſons ſhould go into their Cloſets, before 
rheygo into theirShzpor into theirShops. 
We thould go to GOD betore we go to 
MAN. We ſhould begin and end the 
day with God and Chriſt. "The promiſe 
of finding 15 made unto early ſeeking, 
Thus ( Pro. 8. 17. ) 1 love them that 
love me, and they that ſeek me early 
ſhall find me. Early, Saith God ; ſtay 


Mare £3 Saith Satan, "That which 1s Gods AD- 


VERB, is Satans VERB. *Tis time 
enough, ( ſaith this Apol/yon) there are 
many hours before Night, curſe and 
(wear 
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fwear ſtill ; drink and dance ſtill ; rant 
and roar ſtill; waſte and whore till : 
But if Chrift may be credited, ( Mar. 
6. 23.) We are firſt to ſeek the King- 
dom of God, and his Righteouſneſs : Be- 
fore we had a Promiſe , here we have 
a Precept : There is ſomething firſtly to 
be ſought ; ro be ſought before, and 4- 
bove other things ; thus is the Kingdom 
of God; Grace here, and Glory here- 
afrer: And his Righteouſneſs; the 
Righteouſneſs of God preſcribed, and 
promiſed : But what follows? And all 
theſe things ſhall be added unto you. "The 
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IlpaTwy. 


word here (added) is very {ignificant. joguwor- 
If the Kingdom of God, and his Righ- 7. 


teouſneſs, be ſought firſt, in time, and 
affetion, before and above all other 
things, then thoſe things {hall be caſt 
in as an OVERPLUS; calt in as oy 
weight, meaſure or number. If God 
hath given us Chriſt, he caſts us in the 
Creatures. If a man pays for what is 
weighed,he pays not forPaper andPack- 
thread, they are caſt in. When a man 
caſts in a handful of Wheat after the 
Buſhel js full; or gives the breadth of 
a Finger after the due Meaſure of the 
Cloathz fo '\s it in the Cale of all rem- 
purals 
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porals beſtowed upon Samts. There's 

Bread as well as Grace, and Clothing s 

well as Righteouſneſs mn the Promiſe. But Ch 

as there 1s a Promi/e, and a Precepr, fo Ag 

a Preſident abour anearly ſeeking. Thu] ts 

(P/al. 63. 1.) Ob God, 1:0u art mſn 

God, early will I ſcek thee: Thoſe Co 

words (early will I ſeek thee) are but ſen 

one word in the Hebrew, which is this Þ ner 
 ASHACHARECHA,; caretully will 1} SU 

ſeek thee; in the Morning will If jra 

ſeek thee; at the dawning of the day b 
(when the blackneſs begins to depart) I pli 

Aurora will I ſeek thee. *T'is ſaid, The More | [nt 
Mufis 4- jng is a Friend to the Muſes, The [| wr 
mMicd. MORNING s the beſt time for STU- | De 
DY. Thus the Morning is the belt Þ Go 

time tor PRAYER, before we go into || dre 

the Shop, or Ship; before we go into Ca 

the World, and take m the inchanting, || co1 

and infecting Breath of it, whoſe Cap- | Ch 

r7ives Cannot be enumerated. pre 

Z. EARNESTLY. Chrift (by thoſe Ct 
who are actually Hs) 1s to be ſought 1 
earneſtly. They who are in Feſt while I A: 

they lve, are like to go ro Hell in FF 
Earneſt when they die. Shall not all I mc 

men be in Earnef# here or hereafter ? 

As there is to be a coveting earneſtly the 

bei} 
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beſt Gifts, fo there is to be a ſeeking 
earneſtly God, and Chriſt. *T'is faid of 
Chriſt (Luk, 2.2. 44.) that bemg in ax 
Agony” The word AGONY (faith Be- 
ts) lignihieth the chiefeſt Anguiſh of a , 
trugling Chriſt. He hada vehement /, 


Conflutt in his Sorl, through the deepeſt anguftiam. 


ſenſe of his Fathers wrath againſt Sin- 
ners, for whom he now as 2 
SURETY : But what follows? He 
projea more earne#tly; He prayed (faith 
/cator ) more fervemly; which im- 


pheth, and importeth (faith Leigh) 'Exryice- 
ſntention and Extention of Love: He 6&7. 


wreſtled not only with the Terrors of 
Death , but alſo with the Fuffice of 
God, than which nothing can be more 
dreadful. He prayed vehemently, fairh 
Caitalio. He prayed inceſſantly , ac- 
cording to the ARABICK. Now , as 
Chriff ( when he was in an Apony ) 
prayed the more earneſtly, ſo the 
Church { when the is in an Age- 
7) ought to ax the more earneſtly. 
At ſuch a time, ſhe muſt mingle more 
FIRE with her Prayers , and pray 
more fervently. Ar ſuch a time, ſhe 
muſt mingle more WATER with her 
Prayers , and pray more repentmgly. 

At 
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Art ſuch a time, ſhe ſhould ming 
more FAITH with her Prajers, ant 
pray more believmg!y. He prayed mon 
earneſtly. Is there all? No; there' 
ſweating as well as praying: And bi 
Blodfallog down to the gon LOT, 
| +a. | to the ground. CLO 
| 3, QouPe TeRd of Blood, ſo Fg Greek. Here 
was not only Blood , bur alſo clotte 
ed, and congealed Blood. "This was 
ſtrange watering of a Garden. He wept 
with his Members, faith Bernard. 'Ts 
alſo ſaid of Elzas , which was Elyab, 
| (Jam. 5. 17.) that be prayed earne#th 
| NN-954X75 In Prayer he prayed , fo the Greek 
|| 1 ©:55d4/5a- Now who 15 able to ſay what force 
|} þ The this Ingemimation hath? In Prayer to 
EE pray, thus is ſweetly-ſweer. As in Re 
ſ pentance to,repent, and 1n Faith to be- 
lieve, lo in Prayer to pray, 1s not this 
ſweerly-ſweer? Bur (in Prayer to pray) 70 
is far better experienced by the Prayer, || of 
Þ and the Iraer, than it can be ex-f th 
| preſſed by the Writer tothe Prayer, co 
| BELIEVINGLY. Chriſt (by tholeJ ab 
who are actually Hz) is to be ſoughtJ it 
believmgly. Thus ( Heb. 1 1. 6.) Witt- | 
FF out Faith "tis impoſſible to pleaſe God: || int 
1 All things mnſt be done out of a rs & 
ciple 
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ple ciple of fairh> why ? For be: that com- 
dy etb unto God, muſt believe bat be 15:He 
on. nv1ſt nor-only believe that there is a 
el God, but he mult alſo believe that God 
b-is: That he is as he hath revealed. him- 
of felt in his written word : That he is @- 
THY forite m ATTRIBUTE, as well 
rfl asin ESSENCE ; that he 1s an in- 
rf] tmite Good. ,.as well as an.inznite-God; 
thar he is an infinite Bleſ«mp, as well as 
F an infinite Bezag : But what tollows? 
And that be 15 @ Rewarder of them 
that diligently Yeek bim. "There 1s a re- 
| ward for believing and diligent ſeekers, 
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Crede 


bur *ris a reward of divine - MERCY, quod nor 
ce} not of humane ME R IT. So |'Mat. 7 
toff 21.2.2.) All things whatſcever ye ſbail ,,, 


:des , 5 


- 


non 


&-f| ak im prayer believing , ye [ball recerve. cred:s. 


x- All rhings whatſoever : Here ſeemerh 
uw 2 TAUTOLOGY bur{fairh Mr Bur- 
y) | r0ag bs) there is this illogical reaſoning 
r, | of Unbelief, that though we agree to 
x | the Promz/es in general, yet when we 

come to particulars,we are uwnvelieving 
ſe ] abour them, #/:/dom is to be ſought, bur 
it it muſt be aſked without wavering : 
{Without doubting,diſputing or calling 
/: {| into queſtion the former Atrribures ot 
God. Toask without taith may bear the 


Is name 
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name, but 1s not the thing«called Prayer, 
& therefore ſuch receive ing when 
they ask:why?for be that wavereth(Jam, 
1.5,6.) is like a wave of the ſea driven 
with the wind , & toſſed. He that ſeeks 
withour faith, is oft, & on; ta day he 
will ſeek, & tro morrow he will not. 
Prayer, without Faith , is like a Gus 
diſcharged without a Bullet,which ma- 
' keth a noiſe, bur doth no execution. To 
ask-in Faith, 1s to ask,reſting upon the 
-Ornnipotency of God , — he is 
able;upon the Verity of God, w -_y 
he is faithful ; upon the Mercy of God, 
whereby he is ready to imake good 
his Promiſes. He thar thus asketh doth 
not wave. Few are without 'danbting, 
but all ſound Believers (faith that cor- 
dial ( Cargyl ) are without waverang, 
which is a Degree beyond doubting. 
"a CONSCIENTIOUSLY. Chriſt (by 
thoſe that are His) 1s to be ſought com 
Nibil ſcientionſly. Noting ?( faith Ignatius) | 
pr.eſtzn- 15 more excellent than the peace ofafſ 
1:4: 7 P4- good Conſcience, Will not Conſciena Þ | 
conſz,., Examine & man as Curiouſly, & critical 
tanks ly, as any Inquzſiter in Rome? C O N- 
SCIENCE, is Gods Deputy,& Ne 
tary; Gods Viceroy , & Vicegerent ; this 
m 
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.muſt not be. pur off (as Felix did Pasl) 


who faid, when I have @ convenient time 
Twill call for thee.ls not Conſcience a 
witneſs wirh a withneſs? Is. not this as a 
thouſand witneſſes for,or againſt a man? 


Thus'(Rom. 2. 15.) It accuſeth, or ex- teſtes. 


cuſeth:A good Conſcience,is a poor mans 
Riches , & a rich mans Fewel. Ir is far 
better(withE VAGR IU S)to lye in 
a bed of Straw with a[ good ]Conſcrence, 
than [| with NEBUCHADNEZZAR] 
to lye in a bed of Down with a | guil- 
ty |conſcience. We muſt make conſcience 
ot ſeeking God & Chriſt. We muſt nor 
only[own JaD#ty,but alſo be[ oneJwith 
the duty we own. Is not Indsfferency of 
Spirit the Plague of the Heart,Gr of the 
daft Are not perſons indifferent whether 
they fill up their places in the Church,or 
no? Whether they abide, & abound in 
Morals,& Spirituals,or no?whether they 
keep up domeſtical & private Prayer,or 
no? Is not this Indifferexcy a maliggant 
Diſeaſe? Yea,a dilcalc full of 'Malignit)? 
Oh my Soul ! let a holy trembling in- 
vade thee, from a reflection of thoſe 
words (Mgl. 3.14.) Te have ſaid it is 
wain to ſerve God ; what profit is 
it that we beve Kept his ordinances, & 
RK 2 that 
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that we have walked m black before 
Fehcwush of beſts ? | 
CORDIALLY. Chrif(by thoſe-who 
are actually His)is to be ſought cordiat- 
Iz. The Hearr,is the Fat of the Sacrifice; 
the Fat of theService. What 'theHeart 
doth nor, is not done. As the Hand is, 
the Man is before Man, bur as rhe hear: 
is;the Man isbefore God. That(in ſeek- 
- ing)which comesfrom the heart of man, 
- goes(rhorough CHRIST) to the heart 
of GOD. The Fews write upon the 
 wallsof their Symegogues theſe words; A 
Prayer without the Heart [or without 
the Intention of the Aﬀettion | is like a 
Body without a Son. The Heart 1s a 
wicked GULF, yea,aGuff of Wickedneſs, 
A right Prazer,' 8 not onely optative, 
. -bur alſo operative; there muſt be Ex- 
?,  deatinr as well as Prayer, for le 
without Operation [ faith Chryſeftome | 
15 nothing, As CHRIST was concer- 
vegin a Womb, wherein | betore him ] 
no other was conceived; & interred in a 
7e«mb, wherein | before him] no 'ottier 
was'nrerred, fo will he Temple himſelf 
1 a Heart, where no aftected luſt ſhall 
be his Equal. This CHRIST, will have 
no Comretiror ; he will be Czar, or 
: Nothing. 
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Natbing, He will have all the heart, 


or none of the heart in ſeeking. "Thus . 


[Pla.1 19. 2.] B/eſſed are they that keep 
bis teſtimonies , E&* that ſeek bim with 
their whole heart. As with the heart man 
believes in a Chriſt , fo with the hearr 
muſt man ſeek a Chriſt. And, as there 
muſt be rhe whole heart in order to be- 
lieving ſo there mult be the whole heart 
in order to ſeeking. Thus(Pla.1 19.10.) 
with my whole heart have I ſought thee. 
CONSTANTLY. Chrif | by thoſe 
who are aCtually Hw } is to be fought 
conſtantly. Thus [ 1 Chro. 16, 11.] 
Seek the Lord, & bs frength; (eek bs 
ace evermore. 'T hough ] ACOBS may 
be weary [in ] this work, yet they mult 
not be weary [of] this work, for that's 
inconliſtent -with che truth..of grace. 
Though Prayer be a Diſh,or a Duty[al- 
ways} in ſeaſon, yet ſome-times{more ] 
n ſeaſpn; but , when the Winds riſe, & 
2re prodipigus,when the Haves roar, OC 
are- 4npetuous | moſt | in ſeaſon. Thus 


[fam.5 .13-][s any among you affiifted? 
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let bins pray; Is any among you greatly-2a.x9m03 


afflicted , vexed with evils ? let him -.. 

prap.: He doth not leave Ft arbitrary, . 

that he { may] pray,or may;{;notJpray;... 
4 K 


2 but 
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t, ſalians( from theſe places) taught, tha 
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but that he (muſt) pray.Here is the ne- 
ceſſity of the duty, let him pray. Weare 
to ſeek Chriſt while we /ve,S when we 
die. Prayer, is Mulick in the ears of 
God. As it becomes an Emperor to die 
ruling; a General to die hghting; a M+ 
nifter to die —_ ſo i becomes a 
Chriſtian to die praying. This was,a 
Parable of Chrift (Luke 18. 1.) That 
men ought always ro pray, & not to 
faint. Always to pray ( in this place)1s 
notto faint 1n prayer; to pray & not be 
difanimared, diſcouraged, diſmayed,or 
diſpirited at the lengtb of Paſſion. Al- 
ways tg pray, 15 to pray in every Op- 
portwnity. Thus (1. Thel. 5. 17.)Pray 
without ceaſing. Pray, ther's the A; 
without intermiflion , ther's the Dure» 
tion of that aft. Before , it was pray 
always ; here, it is to pray without in- 
termiflion. The word fxgnifeth ſuch 
a performance of this duty , as not to 
ceaſe ro do it at ſuch times as God -re- 
uireth it at our hands Not that we 
ould ſpend all our time in Prayer, & 
donothing elſe; men may Plow as well 
as pray,it they go to Prayer before they 
o to Plow. The Euchites, & the Meſ- 
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we might do nothing elſe but pray. 
The meaning is,we mult be ever pray- 
ing habitually, & as often ay we can 
attually. We muſt ſeek God & Chriſt 
on all OCCASIONS; we muſt 
improve all OPPORTUNITIES; 
we muſt ſeek theſe every day, & as of- 
ten as: we can every day. There 1s a 
vital as well as an oral Prayer. Yu: 
bene wivit, ſemper orat : He that liveth 
Chriſtianly , prayeth continually. 
SPIRITUALLY. Chriff (by 7. 

thoſe who are actually" Hw ) is to be 

ſought Spiritually. 'Thus{Rom. 8.26.) 

The Spirit alſo belpeth our infirmities: 

The Greek word {1gniheth to help as 

a NURSE helpeth alitle Ch:/ to go; 

or ,.aS an @ q perſon 1s upheld by a 

ST AF; or rather (a3 the Compoſition 

of the word implies & imports ) the 

Spirit helpeth together. "Thus, 'ris a 

Metaphor =— thoſe thay lift a 

WEIGHT, or a piece of T I M- 

B'E R together, which was too pon- 

derous for a ſingle perſan : The Spirit 

lends-us his hand in this Duty , Gt they 

(who have received the grace ofGod m 

truth) act alſo with the Spirit; the Spt> ovverty- 

rit helpeth together : Unleſs the Sperie A&2527%- 
R 4 maketh *** 
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maketh terceſſi-r for « Chriſtians in 


their Hearts , as Chriſt makerth inter- 
cetlion tor Chriſt tans in Heaven, rhey 
pray m vain. The SPIRIT &a 
BELIEVER are Þorth at it, to 
cirry oh this praying work: Bur why? 
For we Know not hat to pray for as 
we oubt , but the Spirit it ſelf wmaketh 
mnterce eſſto': is for us wit þ groanmy's which 
cannot be uttered. "The Sp:r:t 15 the 
pr incipal Verb in the Sentence. All 
Prayers without the SPIRIT), are 
like Clouds without IFater ; are hike 
Ships without Sails; are hke Trees 
witnout .Fraut ; are like Bodies without 
Seuls. What the SOUL »uto the 
BODY thar the-SPIRIT 1s to 
the SOUL, & infinitly more. The 
Ship moves notif the Wind blows not. 
The Clock ftands if ye takeoff the 
Weight. A Man {though a MAN in 
CHRIS T) prays not, if the Spi- 
rit be paſſive ; fr the Incomts. & Influen- 
ces thereof be ſuſpended Tbus( Eph. 6. 
18.) Praying always: In. every Oppor- 
twnity , not by fits , & ſtarts: But how? 
With all prayer & ſupplication in the 
Spirit. There muſt be a praying fer- 
vently, & not formally. 
uU N- 
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| UNDERSTANDINGLY. ®. 
- | Chriſt (by thoſe who are actually Hs) 
* | is to be fought underfandingly. Know- 
| | lIcdg,is the Commencement,& obed:ence 
> | is the AF. "To know thy felt is very 
| difhculr; for, as the Eye can ſee all 
5 | thinfs bur ir ſelf , fo (ome can diſcover 
> | all Faults, & Flaws, but their own. Tt Mulzs 
> | was the uſual Specchof HENRY muta 
the fourth, Many Know many things, ſc:-mt, ſe 
| | but no man Knows himſelf. Here, we ©*7*m ne« 
Know partly ; hereafter, we ſhall Know 
: | perfetly. We Know but a few Saints 
5 | on Earth, but thall we not Know all 
© | Samts in Heaven? There will be no 
> | STRANGER in Heaven. To know for In Co! 
_ . ' .0 
> | our Good is the only good Knowledg. yullus eric 
May not truly ſay,God doth not know aliens. 
him, who Knows nor Himſelf * To 
> | Know God, & our Selves, 1s the Sum 
| ff of all Knowledg. The beart of the pru- 
» | dent { Prov. 18. 15.) getteth Know- 
ledg, & the ear of the wiſe ſeeketh 
Knowledg. lt is deſervedly accounted a 
- | piece of excellent Knowledg to un- 
| | derſtand the Law of the Land, & the 
* | Cuſtoms of a mans Countrey; but what 
is it then to 'Know the LAWS of 
ETERNIT Y,& the CONES 8. 
q 
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of HE AV EN? *Tis ſaid that the 
Philoſopher never thought he began to 
know > biloophy , until he began to 
know Himſelf. Certainly, we begin not 
tw know Divmity , until we begin to 
know our Selves ; our ſelves we can- 
not know , until we know Chrift. The 
SUN is not more neceflary to the 
World, nor the E Y E to the Body; the 
PILOT 1 not more neceſlary to 
the Ship, nor the GENERAL to 
the Army, than the Knowledg of 


CHRIST is neceflary for cm 
work, 
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ADAMITE. To ſeek 
Chriſt is a great,as well as a 
but this cannot be done without un» 
derſtanding. Thus ( 1. Cor. 14. 15.) 
I will pray with the Spirit , I will pray 
with Lat 4-grorn - I will pray 
with deeb mn my ſelf, 

pray to the underſtanding of fe 
alſo. 

9. REGULARLY. Chrift (by 
thoſe who are actually He ) is to be 
ſought regnlaty. Gods words are Mens 
Laws; fe. word from God'is' a law 
to man. As the Word of God is a' Rule 
for U'S , ſo the Will of God is a Rule 
for HIMSELF. 

As 
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As ' this ſeeking muſt be with the 
truth ofthe Heart , fo it muſt be ac- 
cording to the truth of the Rule. Thus 
(Ph. 145. 18.) The Lord is nigh unto 
them that call upon bim , to all that call 
pen bim im truth. In order to the 
conſtituting of a regular ſeeking , the 
Matter muſt be rightzthe Medium mult 
be right ; the End muſt be right. 

In ſeeking Chriſt, the MATTER 
muſt be right. We muſt ſeek for things 
lawful. It we pray for things unlaw- 
ful, our Prayers are unlawfult;,for, as 
tis a Six todo any thing that God 
command: not, ſoit is a Sin'to ask any 
thing which God allows not. The will 
of God is the rule in ſeeking God. Thus 
(1. Jo. 5. 14.) If we ask any thing ac- 
cording to bis will , be heareth us.. God 
heareth an Enemy, but not with Fa- 
vour ; *tis the Favourite that hath the 
Ear of the __ , 

In ſeeking Chriſt, the MEDIUM 
muſt be right. It we ſeek the Father, 
we muſt ſeek him” in the name of the 
Son; if we ſeek the Sor , we muſt ſeek 
him in his own name. As I would not 
like that Book wherein the name of 
Chriſt is. not, fo God likes nor thar 
PRAYER 
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PRAYER wheremtheNAMEJF 6 
of Chriſt is not. Thus (John 14. 13.) 
IWhatſoever ye (ball a:k in my name, that || © 
wilt I do, The Name of Chriſt is the 
ESSENCE of all Prayers, & that 
15 not 2 prayer where his Name 1s not. || , 
Bur to ſeek in the Name of Chriſt , 1s 
more then to name Chriſt in ſeeking, 
for to ſeek in Chriſts name ( what- | ' 
foever it 1s more) 1t 1s to ſeek in his 
Merit & Mediation. f 
2. In ſeeking Chriſt, the END muſt || þ 
be right... It is the End that crowns || ( 
Fixis co- the AF. If the End be not right, all | y 
ronat opus. 1s wrong. Now., the grand ends of || ( 
ſeeking , are the Glory of God , & the 
Good of the Soul, 
"i The GLORY of GOD. The 
Glory of God,mult be eyed in ſeeking 
God. Thus (1. Cor. 10,31.) Whet ber 
yeeat , or. drink, or whatſoever ye doe, 
do all to the glory of God. 
2. The G ©.OD of the. SOUL, In 
- ſeeking Chriſt , the good, of -the Soul 
muſt be refletted alſo. "Thus (. Jam. 4. 
J-) Te ask, and _receaive nts. be- 
cauſe ye ash, amiſs , that ye might con - 
ſume it upon Jour luſt, 'Ye agk nor 
ſutab!;y unto the MIND of God, 
nor 
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nor Agreeably to the EN D of 
Gad. 


—_ 
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An ENQUIRY after the USE 


of it. * | 
] F Spiritual Supplication (unto” the 

Father &"the | Son) be univerſally 
impoſed, & conſequentially © 1ncum- 
bent ( upon all that are aQtually 'm 
Chrift) the REMARKS then 
upon - it fallow by way of Caution, 
Comfort & Counſel. 

By way of CAU TI ON. Muſt 
Chriſt (by all that are actually Hs) 
be ſought ? this. then may be uſetul 
(by way of Caution) unto the Spiritual 
Seeker. TIE 

Be Cautioned againſt omitting this 
DUTY. Toomit Duty is3 a Sin, 
& this {1n will not go alone. The 
Omiſſion of Prayer, may be like a drawn 
Bridge, by which Sin may enter faſter, 
& fuller. Where is that man like ro 
ſtop, that omits this Duty of Secking 
God, & Chriſt? Yea,that but jytermits 

this 
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-this of Seeking God in Chriſt ? 
Doth not that Man ſtand upon the 
CONFINES« E TER NE 
T Y, whoſe Pulſe beateth mtermit- 
tingly? It is concluded a (fad) but a 
(fure) PROGNOSTICK d 
the Arreſt of Neath, when there is not 
an equal Pulſe , but an mtermiſſion in 
its beatings. 7T'is ominous to omit , or 
imtermit Prayer ; an gs or inter- 
mittirſg of 1 ſpeaks a Declenſion (in) 
the way of Grace , though not a de- 
clenſion (from) the way. of grace. The 
Apoſtle faith (Col. 1. 9.) we ceaſe nat 
to pray ,&c, 

Be cautioned againſt living upon 
the STREAM. We may /ook upon 
the Stream, but we:muſt ve upon 
the Fountain ; we may look upon the 
Channel, but we muſt ive upon the 
Ocean ; we may look upon the Pool, 
but we muſt l;ve upon the Angel ; we 
may look upon the Cabmet , bur we 
mult /ye upon the Fewel ; we may 
look upon the Field, but we muſt live 
upon the Pearl. Is not that (Col. 3.4.) 


a ſublime, as well as a ſpiritual ſtrain? 


When he who tis our life ſhall appear, 
then ſhall we alſo appear with hem in 
glory. 
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glory. Thong the STREAM 
may be lovely, & lwely, yet the 
FOUN TAIN 1s hve & life. As 
Chriſt is the Principle of life ( in) bis, 
ſohe is the Preſident of life ( for ) his, 
whoſe Motro moſt truly is AL- Semper 
WAYS THE SAME KBe#d. 
not onely . cautioned againſt a ne- 
gle& of Acceſs to Chrib (which may be 
moſt unhappily productive of Receſs 
from .Chrft) but be alſo cautioned a- 
gainſt ſerting up without Chriſt , & it- 
ting down ſhort of Chriſt, who is the 
Fountain ; where water for L2uality & 
Puamity , is ever the ſame; & whole 
Morto alſo is ONCE AND EVER. eg" 
Thus this (if Chriſt be with thee) may £27. 
be. uſeful by way of Caution, & toany 
other , who 1s a ſpiritual Seeker, 

By way of COM-FORT. Art-thauw 2+ 
a ſpiritual Seeker ? Drink then of the 
brook by the way , & lifr up thy 
head. Doft chou ſpiritually ſeek Chri#?? 
be joyous then for thou ſhalt find Chrif. 
The promiſe of finding is made to 
ſeeking. Thus (Mar. 7. 7, 8.) Ask,, & 
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It ſhall be given you: If GOD had 


commanded ſome great matter, would 
we not have done it to be ſaved? _ 
muc 
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petition, bur a ſpiritual Gradation: Ask 
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much more when he faith,ask,& it ſhall 
be given- you? Seek, and ze (hall find: 
Seck timely, diligently , & conſtantly: 
Knack, & it ſhall be opened unto you. 
Pray earneſtly , & captivate: Denyal. 
This triple PROMISE, in com 
wection with this triple PRECEPT), 
muſt encourage to a conſtant ,” & an 
inſtant ſeeking. It is not a {imple Re- 


as a BEGGAR; ſeek as with a 
C AND LE; Knock as one that hath 
PO W ER; with importunity. The 
three words here ufed (ask,ſeek, knock) 
are to indicate , intimate , . & infinuate 
{o many neceflary rules concerning fee- 
king. "There muſt be as&ing; we mult 
be ſenſible of our wants, for we ask not 
that which we have, or think we 
want 'not ';*. but/ that which 'we 
know we want, - & would have. 
There mult be ſeeking; for there 
muſt be ENDEAVOUR 'added 
unto DESIRE;: we muſt uſe the 
means to attain ,' & obtain 'what we 
want , & wolild have. There mulk. be 
knocking , tor wetulſt perſevere until 
the Door be opened, ' Now follows ; For 
every one that asReth, recetveth , o_ 
| that 
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that ſeeketh , findeth, & to bim that 
knecketh , it ſhall be opened. 

LUTH ER, could have of God 
(faich Juſtus Jonas) what he pleaſed. 


There is a ſpecial Remark. upon the Po*t , 


Seekers of God. Thus ( Pla. 24. 6.) 
Thus is the generation of them that ſeek 
him, that (eek thy face ob God of Facob! 
If the PERSON & the PRAYER 
be | paw always hears, though 
he doth not always anſwer in our time, 
& in our way: He then anſwers in 
EFFEC T,when he anſwers not in 
K I ND. God always fo heareth as to 
give his People the (promiſed) good, 
though he doth nor always give his 
People the ( petitioned) good. Well 
might the Prophet ( Lam. 3. 25.) un- 
der-his Rhetorical amplifications,8 pa- 
therical exprefiions, tranſmit ro Poſtert- 
ty this truth, The Lord is good unto 
them that wait for him,to the Soul that 
ſeek+th him, Art thou in Chriſt, & a 
Seeker of Chriſt? Then when thou 
goeſt intothe CLOSET), or into 
the CHURCH, thou mayſt alſo 
imto CHRIST), & ſeek him 

or things corporal, or ſpiritual , for 

things temporal, ar eternal. Art thou 
actually 


- 
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actually 1n Chrii?, & a ſpiritual Seeker 


of him ? then when thou haſt no Fa- 
ther or Friend, no Minifter or Member 
to gounto , thou haſta CHRIST 
to go unto, who (much more than 
TITUS) will norſend away one 
actually his (ad from his ſpecial pre- 
ſence. What was ſaid of the HAIL (in 
a way of Judgment) there was none 
like it 311 all the land of Egypt, may be 
ſaid of CHRIST in a way of Mer- 
Cy, there 1s none |:ke him (except, & 
belides the Father) to be made the 
Object of Invocation. Thus (Ifa.65.1,) 
'7 am ſought of them that asked not for 
me, Fam | found of then that ſought me 
zot; I-{aid, behold me, behold me, unto a 
naiicn, that was nut called by my name. 
As if he had ſaid, be not afraid,nor aſha- 
med, to look upon me; behold me; me 
onely,& me alway; behold me as much 
as you will, & have no will to behold 
any other. And, as David (ard(concer- 
ning the SW OR D of Goliab) there 
is none like unto that , give 1t me; 1o 
there 15\monel;:ke unto CHRIS FE / 
who as truly ſaith (7/a 65. 24.) Befwre 
rey call, T will gi » & while they 
are yet ſpeaking, I will hear, As if _ 
ha 
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had ſaid , I will ſometimes give you 
MERCY before you ask it , but 
when you ask it , you ſhall not go 
without it. Now , art thou actually in 
CHRIST , & a ſpiritual SEEKER 
of him?then under all thy Calamities & 
* I Crofſes; under all thy Fears & Frowns; 
under all thy Miſeries 8& Miſchiefs ; 
under all thy Pams & Pangs ; under 
all thy Sorrows Gt Solitudes , thou haſt 
a Chriſt to go unto , who 1 the 
OBJECT of Izwocation. Is nor that 
word ( Pſa. 69. 32.) a ſure & a ſweer 
one? Tour heart ſhall live that ſeek 

d. 

By way of COUNSEL. Is 
bri#t the ObjefF of Invocation? This 
ſe then hath a double Aſpe#; it looks 

” unto the Perſon that ſeeks not , & to 
he Perſon that-ſceks. 
To the Perſon that ſeeks not, Doſt 
d Hot thou ſeek Chrif#? Refled then thy 
ISERY, &@ tremble. Art not 
hou a ſpiritual Seeker? thy Danger 
hen is great , & calls for reflection. Is 
tot that (Fer. 10. 25.) a (fad) but a 
ſure) word? Ponr out thy Fury upon 
' they Yhe heathen that Know thee not, upon 


God by families that call not upon thy name. 
had z 0 
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Isa DROP of Fury nothing, but | 
whatisa SHO W R of Fury then? | 
Pour our thy Fury : But upon whom ( 
Upon the Heathen : upon the gations ſl g 
In eas Or People, fo Funizs,& the Septuagim i v 
gentes. that know thee not; & upan the Fay 
*Em #9 milies that call nat upon thy name | 
— PIETY (faith Calvin) commencethll x 
. 1n the knowledg of God , and PRAYY / 
ER is a Con/equent of Piety.Itthou doll n 
not ſeek Chriſt on Earth,thou wilt noflC 
ſee Chriſt in Heaven. Heaven, & HellY& 
are the greateſt Oppoſites , & the remoJ A 
reſt Extreams ; 'Thele are at the furflt 
deſt natural Diſtance , & therefore are e 
the everlaſting RECEPTACLEYr 
ot Believers , & Unbelievers, who arhe 
at the furdeſt moral Diſtance. Mr. Fry: 
mjn (in his real Chriſtian) mentions 
F\ 30. 63. terrible Proverb, that HE LL 1 
paved with the SOU LS of greafſhy 
Scholars, & paled in with the BONEY6/ 
of rich men. A Merchant dining witli 
Friars , & finding his EN T E Rflor 
TAINMENT T to be generous (ht 
noble, commended(after Dzmer ) theiyfRe 
pleafant lives; ro whom one of thif{h 
Friars (aud , Yea Sir, we live gallantifgH | 
zjadeed , had we any body ta go tnd 
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HELL for us when we die. Ah my 
en? Soul / What is it to be an INDIAN 
mf (living among the Ores of Gold) 8 yet 

sf go to Hell at laſt? As it is ſaid , what 
an will it advanrage the greateſt Pupil of 
Fa a Gamaliel, to go with a LIBR A- 
meYR Y in his Hedd to Hell? (o, what 
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Fo _ re 


ethf] will it advantage a perſon ( after an cum Lite- 
\YY Affinence, & Confluence of theſe ſublus 745474 


F nary and tranſitory things) to go' 
nol Chriſt leſs unto that infernal AB Y SS; 
ellfj& live in the Flames of that real 

ET N A? The Palmiſt is peremp- 
tory , & politive , concerning the Re- 
Yi ceptacle of the wicked: Thus (Pſa. 9. 
$17.) The wicked ſhall be turned into 
Jbe// Jaſhubu reſhagnim liſholah 5; 
FJ vicked men ſhall return even to the 
ve, or to Hell. The Greek word 
Ylignifeth Hell rather than the Grave;- 

but the Hebrew word ſignifieth -the 
Grave rather than Hell , "the Hebrews 

With Leigh) having no word pro 
for Hell, T we take Zell \ But chouph 
he Hebrew word properly fignifieth a 

Receptacle of bodies atter death, yer" 
by conſequence ) ic may fignifie 
HELL, as the Day ſignifieth Lighr, 


nd the* Night (ignifieth Darkneſs; 'as © 
be” L 3 the 


Aſn: 
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the Fire {ignifietrh Heat , and Peacg 
Gignifierh Proſperity. The wicked ſhall 
be turned into Hell ; Into Hell i ſelf, 
faith AINSWORTH; for the 


word (into ) is in effect twice pur in 


the Hebrew,for more vehemencie. 

- To the Perſon that ſecks. Doſt thay 
fekCHRIST? ſeek him ſtill. D& 
niel, will go to the Den, before he 


will go from his Duty ; Yea (Dax. 6, 


10. &c) he gaeth trom his Duty tothe 
Den ot Lions, 

But why will Chriſt hear a fpiri- 
tual Suppliant ? 

CHRIST de/:ghts in fpiricual ſeeking, 
and therefore he-will hear a fpiritual 
SUPP LI AN T:. The Father loyes 
to hear the Child pray, and he puts 
the Child upon preymeg.Doth not Chrift 
delight more in- the chattering and 
Iiſping., in the ſtammering and ſtutte- 


ring of his. F RIE NDS, than in the 


grcareſt and quainteſt Oratory of his 
ENEMIES? Thus (Pro. 15. 8.) 
Theugh the prayer of the wicked be 
abominablezyea,an abomination unto the 
Lord, yet the prayer of the upright ts bs 
detighs.. S eng dre Sa (as 
it. were) MUSICK in the Ears of 
Chritt, 


B.A” III u © FB”Ro = ©»= cis. ao tc. 5 fc. oo £A__.a. 


- »Þ >. > AS 


A? 


The SPIRITUAL SEEKER, 


Chriſt. I may affert it with the greateſt 
Confidence , and Comfort, that as Anti 


I51 


chriſt likes no Voice worle , fo Chriſt - 


likes no voice better than the voice of 
Spiritual SU PPLICATION. 
That ſupplication which goes from the 
Heart of man , goes (thorough Chriſt) 
to the Heart of God. Was not Saul 
(ſeemingly )}teken with the voice of 
David, when he ſaid , Is thus thy woice 
my ſon David? Was not Na%anten(at 
leaſt ) ſeemingly taken with, the voice 
of Fobn the Baptiſt, when-he ſaid that 
he was ALL-VOICE? That he 
cried lowder by the Sandy of his 
Life, than the Sincerity of his Dottrine. 
The Church was (at leaſt )ſeermingly ta- 
ken with the voice of CHRIST. 
Thus (Cant. 5.2.) It is the voice of my 
beloved that knocketh. But Chrift was 
really taken with thes voice of the 
CHURCH. Thus (Cant. % 14.) Let me 
ſee t hy countenance, let me hear thy wouce, 
for ſweet u thy woice,and thy countenance 
& comely.ls there any thing more ſweet 
and well come ro Chriſf,than the voice 
and countenance of his Church ? 
CHRIST will not mock ſpiritual 
keking ; and therefore he will hear a 
L 4 ſpiritual 


Tota Vox, 
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fpiriual SUPPLIANT. As Ged 
and Chriſt cannot be mocked, fo they 


-will not mock. Thus (Gal. 6. 7.) Be 


not decerved, God x not mocked. And, 
as God is not mocked , ſo he will not 
mock. Pure PRAYER is from 
his pure SPIRIT, and certainly 
God will not mock that. Thus (Gal. 
4 6. ) Becauſe ye are Sons, God hath 


; ſent forth the Spirit of bus Son mto your 


hearts, crying Father, Father. Crying; 
cauling <p. Jote z as we ſay that wy 
merry day , which makes us merry; 
cauſing us to cry Abba, Father. The 
gemination notes a hducial , filial , and 
vehement ation, The firſt word 
(AB BA) wich is the ſame word read 
backward as well as forward , is a Sy- 
riack word : "The ſecond wor] ( FA- 
THER) isa Greek word: Now, 


by theſe two yords, is (probably , it 


not more than probably ) ſignihed the 
UNION of Hebrews and Grecianz, 
of Jews and Gentiles in one Charch. 
It Fathers (according to the fleſh) 
mock not ,Children according to the 
fleſh ; Much lefs will the Father of 
Lighf$ mock the Children of the Day; 
the Father of Spirizs mock thoſe thar 
have 
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have the Spirit , and cauſeth them to 
ey {cry Abba, Father. It Chriſt ſhould not 
Be | hear the PRAYER of hs PEO- 
d, FPLE, he ſhould mock his People ; 
ot || bur, He (though he was mocked) doth 
m | not mock. Thus ( Ia. 41. 17.) 1 
ly | Fehowah will bear them;] Fehcuah the 
al. Þ God cf Iſrael will not forſake them. 
th CHRIST hath-encouraged ſpi- 3: 
wr || ritual ſeeking , and therefore he will 
g; | hear a ſpiritual SUPPLIANT. 

a | The Child ſhall have the Ezr of the 
9; | Father, that it may be enconraged unto 
he | asking. That a praying perſon may be 
nd } enccuraged to pray , he ſhall have the 
rd | Ear of CHRIST in Prayer. Thus 
ad f (Aﬀs 7. 34 ) I have ſeen, I bave ſeen: "Fid;, 
y- | Thatis, | have ſurely ſeen: This ge- * 
A- } mination of the Hebrews 1s emphati- 
v, | cal : But what cid God fee? The af- 

it } fliftion of my people which are m Fpgypt: 
he } But did God only fee? No, he heard, 
3, | as well as ſaw: And have heard their 
hb. | groaning : Here was hearing as well as 
h) | ſeeing: And um come down to deliver 
ne | them. As GOD is faid to ſhut his eyes, 
of | and his cars, wben he will not regard, 
); | and deliver, ſohe is ſaid to ſee, and to 
hear, when he will regard, and deliver. 
Ah, 
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Ah, faith one, I was at ſuch a time in 
a horrible P I T, and like one free 
among the dead! Ah. faith another, I 
was at ſuch a time diſtratted with Ter- 
rors, and like a living man in HEL L 
Ah, faith a third, I feared ar ſuch a 
time that there was but a STEP be- 
tween me and Death ! but a Srep be- 
tween me and Damnation! but I ſought 


. Chrift then, and he heard my Supplicas 


tion: I am under doubt and darkneſs 
now; I amin a ſtrait and an a ſnare 
now; I am in a wood and in a wilder- 
neſs now, and theretore will apply my 
ſelt unto CHRIST now; I will 
multiply cryes, and cry mightily unto 
Chrift now. 'Thus (1/a. 28. 5.) Go and 
ſay to Hezechiahthus ſaith Fehwvabgthe 
God of David thy Father , I have heard 
thy prayer, 1 have ſeen thy tears: As if 
God had ſaid, asI had a BAG for thy 
Sims, ſo I have a BOOK for thy 
Prayers , anda BOT T LE for thy 
Tears: But what followeth? I will add 
wnto thy days fittcen years. Was there 
ever any man (fave this man) that had 
a Leaſe of his Life? Man, holds not his 
Life by leaſe, but by leave , and his 
PATENT for it is divine PLE A- 
SURE. 
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SURE. I will not onely recover 
thee of this diſeaſe, bur alſo (over and 
above ) I will agd ffteen years unto 
thoſe thou haſt already lived ; and no 
marvel if it be «ſhered in with a note of 
attenticn, behold; Behold, I will add 
unto thy days hffeen years: For, as it 
is an wnuſual GRANT, fo 'tis ſealed 
with an wwwonted MIRACLE, 
Thus (1ſa.38.8.) The Smn returned ten 
degrees , by which degrees it was gone 
down. For Chrift to be bearing , is en- 
conraging unto praying , and Chriſt 
ee... Narpcao - Ha may encou- 
unto ſee . 

"_ RR God and Chriſt hear 
2 ſpiritual SUPPLIANT? 

*'Tis true they anſwer, as well as 
hear, but how may it be known when 
they anſwer? To this negatively, and 
then palatively. 

Negatively. Sometimes God anſwe- 
reth in not anſwering. 'Thus ( 7a. 1. 
I5. ) were the JEWS anſwered: 
When ye ſpread forth your hands , I will 
bide mine eyes from you; Tea, when ye 
multiply prayers I will not hear , your 
hands are full of bloods. Here is ſprea- 
| | ding 
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ding forth of hands, but theſe handz 
were full of bloods, fo the Hebrew : 
Of bloody fins; of great , and foul 
crimes, and God anſwers in not anſwe: 
ring. A parallel place there is( Fer. 7. 
x6.) and of the like import. Pray not 
thou for this people ; lift not up a cry, or 


prayer; nor make interceſſion for them, 


for I will not hear thee. 


Pofatrvely. 

Then Szpplicetion 1s anſwered, when 
anſwered in K I'N.D. It Chriſt faith 
to thee as he did to her,be thou whole 
of thy Plague; and as he did to him, 
Go,thy fon hiveth, the Prayer is anſwe+ 
red, and that in Kind. Now, - 

G OD ſometimes gives (what) we 
85k, Elias prayed that it might not 
rain, and it. did not, He prayed alſo 
that it might rain, and it did. Thus 
Hamah prayed for a Child, and had 
one. For thus Child I prayed, and God 
hath groen me my petition which I as- 
ked of him. 1 Sam. 1. 27. Here 3s 
prayer anſwered in kind. 

GOD ſomerimes gives (more) than 
we ak. ABRAHAM, asked one 
Son , and God gave him two. David, 
asked life, and God gave him lenge 
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ot days. Solomon , asked Wiſdows , and 
God did nor onely give him thar(for he 
was wiſer than all men) but he gave 
him alſo riches, wealth and honour (1, 
Chro. 1.11, 1%.) Such af none of the 
Kings bad before him , or were to bave 
after him. Here alſo is an anſwer in 
Kind, but with an Overy/zs. 

GOD ſometimes gives ( better ) 
than we ask. It may be we ask Peace, 
and God giveth Grace,now G RAC E 
is better than PEACE. Did 
Alexander give a CITY, when he 
was asked but a PENN Y, what 
doth a God then? We ask T:n, and 
be gives Silver: We ask Braſs , and 
he gives Gold ; we ask Health of Body, 
and he gives Health of Sou!; now 
Health ot Soul is better than Health of 
Body. This was much 1n the Eye,and 
upon the heart at Fohn concerning 
GAIUS, the Hoft of the Church: 
Thus ( 3 Ep. Fohn wv. 2.) I pray 
above all things that thou mayſt be in 
beal:h , and proſper , even as thy Soul 
proſpereth. 

Then Supplication 15 anſwered, when 
anſwered in EFFECT, God an- 
(wers in Effec? , when he anſwers not 


wm. 
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in Kind. Then Supplication is anſwe- 
red in Effeft , when we receive freſh 
ſtrength to bear the want of what we 
ſeek. PAUL ( 2 Cor. 12. 7,8, 9.) 
had a Thorn in the Fleſh : This is inter» 
preted by TheophylaF to be the HEAD- 
ACH; by Aquinas, to be the 
I LIACK- PASSION, or the 
Cholick; by Baſil and Nazianzen,to be 
the GOUT, ora pain 1n the Szo- 
mack; But, the Meadicme being ſpirt- 
tual, 'tis not probable the Malady 
ſhould be corporal :A Meſſenger of Sa- 
tan to buffet bim : Some underſtand the 
Meſſenger to be the HE RETICKS, 
which were his Adwverſarjes in prea- 
ching the Gofpel : Others underſtand 
it to bb CON CUPISCENCE: 
Others to be all Calamitzes, ſpiritual, 
and temporal , incident unto Japſed 

man,in a lapſed ſtate; But Cajetan goes 
farther, not reading it (as we do) the 
Meſſenger of Satan, bur the M E S- 
SENGERSATAN: Not that 

Angel which comes (from) Satan, but 

that Angel which ( is ) Satan himſelf : 

So his Prayer was againſt all Tempta- 
tion from Satah and his Inffruments; 

'The Greck Text is the AN GEL- 
SATAN, 
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SATAN. Whether this was a Cor- 

rption , or a Temptation, 1s not ealily 

determined ; but *'ris very probable 

that it was ſome internal-Satanical 
SUGGES TION wofking with 
his own innate CORRUPTION: 
But what Courſe doth he now ſteer ? 
For this he beſonght the Lord thrice,that 

might depart from him: Thrice; that 
s often: Yea, frequently, and earneſtly: 
And be ſaid unto me, my grace (not thy 

grace; grace in me, not grace in thee, ) 
x /ufficient for thee (as to Luantity and 
Efficacy) tor my power iz made perfett 
m weakzeſs. Here was an anſwer in 
Effe&, though not 1h Kind. God doth 

not always anſwerin KIND: A man 
xketh Riches, but God denies them, be- 
cauſe they may prove unto him a 
SNARE, as the Ephod did to Gideon, 
and to his houſe, *T'is the Chymiſtry of 
ANTICHRIST to extract Evi 
out of Good, but *tis the Chymiſtry of 
CHRIST to extrat Good out of 
Evil. . 

Then Supplication 1s anſwered, when 
the Soul 1s kept upin SEEKING. 
Though the Good prayed (for) be not 
obrained,and the Ez: prayed(againſt) 


be 
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be not removed; yet PRAYER (mn 


a ſenſe) may be ſaid to be anſwered, if 


we be graciouſly influenced (thorough 


Faith and Patience) to wait for the 


obtaining of the one,or removing of the 
other. 'Thus ( Heb. 6. 12.) Be ye not 
ſlothful, but followers of them , who tho- 
rough faith and patience , inherit the 
promiſes. FAITH and PATIENCE, 


. are two grand Graces ating 1n trial; 


the one leads the Yaz , © and the other 
brings. up the Rear of all Grace. 
Then Supplication 1s anſwered, when 
there 15a holy STI LNESS, anda 
heavenly S IL EN CE, Then Prayer 
ſeems to be anſwered, when we can 
acquieſce in the not giving in of what 
we prayed for, and be /atwfied without 
it. Whea Hamah (1 Sam. 1.18.) had 
rectified the miſtake of El concerning 
her prayer for a Child, who faid go in 
peace, the Text faith , that ſbe went as 
way , did eat, and her countenance 4 
»0 more [ad. The Text mentions not 
the AN.SW ER other PRAYER 
at that time, but there was a holy 
filneſs and a heavenly ſilence; Yea, the 
might have ſome ſweer perſwaſion and 
aflurance, thar Gad had heard her cry, 
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75 
in thoFeble; of SSOP. The | 
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Doketto be evietci tint] and in 
Vrath; - bur the Gof; of-the P.R Q- 
ESTANT'S lookslike the Laws 
of Fehovab,to be wrinen in whizeand 
n Mercy. "The Goſpel , is the Letter of 
God from Heaven nf bg the very 
rading whetcof hath « BLESSED- \- 
NESS annexed to ir, if ir be read Epilols L 
with Aﬀettion, and Application. Thus CrGaforis 


= t. 3) Bleſſed is that: reader, 74 © Creatu- 
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x that bear the word: of rhe Pro" 
bejie of this book. He! hk rhe 
number, he that readerh that 
hear ; becauſe z he 
than read: Whe 
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1nd hearing & o= rhe Books of Man, 
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© © hearersok, 
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the garth; let England be. cloarhed 
with 
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with SACKCLOTH and not 
f with SCAR LET now ; let Eng- 
1 land pur (off) and nor- pur (on) her 
| likea D OV Ein the Valley now, and 
| ae tony — 3-0. 24On 
7 Þ to be repented ofz now ; let her mourn 
hy en cos, 
andy oooup rmrns ene rc 
"8 ned; far the Multitude, and Magnitude 
J of her SIN. Pray for a praying Spirit 
| now; oh Gou hat art the” OLE of 
in Projert give unto England 2 Spirit of 
Prayer now , that her Inhabitants may 
be JACOBS and ISRAELS 
Ob [100 ; may be Prayers and Prevailers 
' ro 12 Seck allo for | 


"oe ping mercy: Hu- 
ISS 
a y 
-_ cry be, -Lord of Lords.}let E N G- 
m}[-AND be graciouſly made leading 
the $11.3 way of bumiliation , and ſupplica- 
yet tion , and reformation , that England 
far [ſo may be graciouſly made leading - 
».12 2 way of Salvation. Is. not that 2 
«14 (fwvect, and a ſure word? If-my people, 
| on whom my name i called;( 2.Chro: 
bd [7- 74- ) ſhall bumble. themſelves and + 
"th [2727 > and ſeck my face + & turn-from 


their 
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their wicked ways; then will I bear. 


and will beat the Land. 
forR ELATIONS 
w Perſons, but have Rel 


Seck 
There are 
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may nat add to Hell , IEEE 
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| aiceor a Low: That this Wife of mine 


bb; Ay re ai gtgetg dg 
| die before the Lowes; f 


Not go out © 
the /#orld before H (Gen.49. 
10.) cometh anto her Hears, Art thou 
2 Wife? ſeek God then for. a HU S- 


"BAND: Oh Gadot Gods! "thoukaft 


Bowls of Mercy ,. 3 as Reams of 
Glory, that this ve way 
be convinced , and converted ; may be 

talled and crowned; may be redeemed 
and .regenerated ; .may be fanQihed 
and Gayed:: Let this Hudendof mine 
walk { before) thee as ABRAHAM 
yrght;s 4, rewgagn ry NOAH 
| affer} thee as DA VID did, 
ry £3. 22. ] a man after 
thine own heart. 'Art thou a Father? 


 'Seck Chriſt then for a CHILD:Lofd 


Jeſus , the lamb of God, who takeft a- 
way the fins of the world,let this Cam 
be made an Abel;ler his Jhmgchbe made 


| an {/ace, and this Eſas be made a 


Farah lor this Bav-oni-Þe made « Boy 
jainin, and this Dinh be made .a 

of . Abrahams: Art thou « 
ater ? Seck God then for a 8 E-R- 
VANT. *'Tis not ſo honorable to 
ſerve Emperor , as to ſerve Chreft ; 


Na Yea, 
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Yea, *tis more honourahle to ſerve 
God", and Chriſt, than to have 

rors ſerve us. Toſerve GQD, 1s not 
oncly 'the''D'U'T' Y,, bur. alſo the 
DIGN FTY -of the higheſt Crea- 
'tares,' In this Title (a ſervant*of God) 


did David ttwore glory 7 (He 116.16.) 


than in being” King of Iſrael. There 
were few ſeryants good formerly: Not 
' one Yervant 'Wenr' into the' AR K 
with Noah : There was (Gen. 7.7:;) 
* He; and bis Wife; bs three Sons, and 
ehie: three Woes, butnot & ſervant. 
There was not one Servant that went 


out of SO'DOM. with Lot: "There - 


was Himſelf( Gen. 19. 15: "rr 
Wifezwith ba. two  Daugbters,but 
Servant: which notorioufly rlicwats, 
that few-Servants were then good.” T'is 


alſo to be feared that few Servants are _ 


now good;let therefore Chriſt be ſought 
for a Servant;Lord Teſus(the MIRROR 
of MERCY) let this Servantof mine, 


be made 4 Servant of thine:Let thisSer- 


- 'vant of a finful MAN,be made the Ser- 
vant of a /zleſs GOD : Let this Ser- 
vant of Sin and Satan,be made an Oba- 
tab, x Servant 'of the Lord ,- as the 


word {fignifieth; Do not onely ſeek 


God 


7 oy OY. m—_ POO —om—_ — Pa" 
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Gel fre NATION, SY 
tten 1 Englan 


Lord will ſee,or dr AE 
Shalom, .the Lord ſend,peace : _— 


Febouah-Nifh, the Ford. m my-Bannerz, 


13g. 


but: alſo ſeek Chrif# for. RELA. 


TIONS, whether Hucbands or Wives, 
whether Children or Servants,that- they 
may be graciouſly led aritof a tate of 
Sin into.a ſtate of, Grace, arid thorough 
a ſtate | of Grace, into a ſtate, of Glory, 
 ,. Seek Chriſt for the eomrichion , and 
converſion of SINNERS.; There 
is a two, fold Copvition; external; and 
legal.in ther Courts of Fudjcaryre; inter- 
nal', and.cftectual in the Cours of Con- 


ſcience. Excellent Hinge aphandly. aC- 
quired. Nothing is, hard to, bim that 


| can doall things QMNIPOTENCY, 


never meets.with any DIFFICUL- 
T'Y...-But.. h, therg 3s. not any 
thing hard.zo God), yet. there are 'many 
hard to Man.eſpecially .tome the | 

weakeſt , and worſt:of mea,.I find it a 
hard thing | to love Enemies ;, Xo bleſs 
them that. curſe, to pray for them that 
perſecute, and yer this ( Mat. 5.4.4.) 
4 hnpeſes by the LAWGIVER of 
N 3 - . Sow. 


Di fficilia 


uae 


FE if 
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Sion. Let Chriſt therefore be ſough 
Simmers,in order to their Conoit7H0 


Converſion.” there rn homany 
Convittions without Converfwn., yet 15 
there any Converſion without Conv 
Bins? Doth the WHITE of GRACE 


ever ſo appear, as when the BLACK 
of SI'N is fer by it? And, where s 
> rrkdeyr oo pASH making)whoſe 

e it 1s not , that Conuiffion 18 
TD WIFE = Corruerfion ? Oh 

cties', mighril unto 
God —_ Chrift ( the ſole Ohjet of 
Pr & ) that the work of Conviftion, 


the BIRTH: may not thus'{fick in 

Fl ro Tb: 

ml) s an? Yer (gracioully') a 

Tar ; & whoſe (AFs 
4.)a 


- thouſand were conver- 


br The'B L OOD. of the Mertr: 


is the SEED! of the Church.” * Were 
there about five thouſand converted at 
one Sermon then? May thete not be 
about five thouſand Sermont how , and 
not one converted ? Ah ! this is {3d, and 
greatly to be refleCted, Bit, are we not 


to add(for T would not be 


and poſitive)this SERMONto ano» 
ther? "Ts faid ( AtFs 2. 41.) That there 


were 


- _— —_ Y be. gd 
” CY M * 
* 
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were anto them abouttbree thou- 
land fault: And (at his ſecond Sermon) 
they are encreaſed to about five thou- 
ſand. I have learned (thorough grace) 


. cordially-.to with, that ten thouſand 


may be ſaved., rather than ten ſhould 
be- damned; that thouſands of rhou- 


fands., and ten thouſand times ren * 


thouſand ſhould be cvervineed, and'con- 
werted,-rather than-one'Man, or one 
Woman , ſhould be condemned. 

Seek God and Chri#t for the comgre- 


' gating, and calling of the JE W S. 
The Turks have an old T R-AD1- 


TION, that at: laſt they {hail be 
ſubdued by the Children of 1ſaac. The 
Tighteous God bath'been very, exact 
in anſwering their cry-by HER OD 


{even in the very place where they 


made it,when they faid(Met: 27.25.) 
His blooi be 'upon #5, and upon our 
Children.) who flew mulcitudes of them: 
After wards by FLORUS, whe 
made a more maſſacre of them: 
Alſo when TFers/, was taken by 
Voſpafian. Cziar alſo fold the common 
ſort of them zhirty for a'penny, as they 
had fold (The Prince of the Kings of the 
varth) for thirty pence. The Clock of 

N 4 their 
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ther CONVE aa = _ not 
et given warning , but there will be 
any a _ of Good to the G EN. 
TILES, as a Concomitant and Sy 
croniſm ,- with the Converſion of the 
JE W'S. Seek God and Chriſt for the 
Jews , who are to be univerſally con- 


gregured , and effeftually called. 
y are to be (univerſally ) c 


gated: Thus (Ta. 27.12, 13.) 77 

be gathered one be one, oh ye C hen 
Ifrael, &c. 

T hey are to be(effeQuallyYcalled. Thus 
(Rom. 11. 26.) AU J/rael ſhall be (aved, 
as it w written, there ſhall come out of 
Sion the Deliverer , and ſhall turn away 
ungodlineſs from TFacob. 6 

Seek God. and Chrift concerning 
SION. As. there 1s a Sion-( phyically ) 
to be underſtood (2 Sam.-5. 6, 7.9.) 
which was a Caftk taken b David, 
called the City of David-, an wherein. 
he dwelt;fo there is a Sios (metaphy(i- 
cally to be underſtood: Thus ( Pſa.1 29. 

WT all be confounded , and rur- 
- back, that bate Siem. This Sion , 1s 
the CHURCH of CHRIST, 
which (As 20. 28.)he hath urcheed 


with bus own bloud: The C 


i 


Chi 


The SPIRITUAL SEEKER, is5 
Chriſt is {as it were ) the SOUL of 
that 'Narion where' it is. The Arms of 
this: Church are PRAYERS and Preces 
TEARS. Yea, this Church hath "> . 4b 
the CROSS fotits CREST. 
This is the Chwrch that is kept (as it Crs * 
were) in'# Circulation of Miſeries. Of = 
one- $ I NON doth Virgil ſpeak, who s 
(when he had burnt TROY) danced 
in the Aſhes. -'1'hus-many ſet on Fire 
the Ch4#ch of Chriſt, and then laugh at 
the Flames. 'T hat Promile { Mat. 16. 
$18.) I will build my Church, is the 
 Ugreat, yea, thefrſt CHARTER Prim: 
of the Saints in' the new Teſtament. Ch2r:6. 
' Though there be + many Legions of - 
Devils ,- and every Devil more ſtron 
than many. Legions of- Men, yer. this 
Church-ot Chrifs liveth-, 'and'18 called 
HE PH-Z F-BAH, the pleaſure, or 
delight - of the Lord , © as--the word 
hgnifierh This Church "bt Chriſt is 
BET H:E L;, the Hosſerof | God. 
Now , as! &Aneas had a cafe of his 

4-Gods. , before' he took care 

of his Howſhold-Goods, fo rhe Horſe of 
God is - ts 'be-cared for (. before ) and 
(gbove)-any-other Hauſe. | Let Chriſt 
ten be fought for SI O'N :n rete- 


rence 


— — ———————_— — - 
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rence to her Peace and-Proſperity ; in 
reference alſo'to-her Union and Una- 
nmiuy. 

Seek Chriff forthe PEACE and 


"PROSPERITY of. Sion. Thus 


(Pſa. 122.6, 74) Pray for the Peace 
of Feruſalem, the proſper that 
Jouve thee: Peace be within thy walls, 
and proſperity within thy palaces, Is not 
'Zion as a DO V-E amongit Kites? Ay' 
a LI LLY amongſt Thorp ? As 
2 LAMB amongſt Wolves? O pray! 
pray ! pray for her peace and proſ- 


Seck Chriſt for the UNION, 
indUNANIMITY of Sion, 1s 
t- not- pity that Abraham and Lit 
ſhould fall out. by, the way? 1s it. not 
pity that Sin and Satan make 
thoſe TWO , whom the God of 
Grace, and the Grece.of God have 
made ONE? » it not pity that a 


Antichriſt ſhould makethoſetwo, | * 


whom 2 f#vleſs Chriſt hath made one? 
Thus (Gal. 3 28.) There is neither 
Few nor Greek: This 18:4 Check to 
the JEW, and a Cordial to the 
GENTILE: There x neither bond 
wor free: This abrogates the difference 
between 


SECMTEC fy BS PRuLMLDCPSSGoTyqg ST 
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berween Profeſfors : There is neither 
male nor female : This confutes , and 
confounds. the difference that M A- 
HOMET puts between the two 
Sexes , when he ſaith the weaker hath 
no 'Soul roſaye: So that all Women 
(with him) are withour SOU LS, or 
al Women are” without $A L V A- 
T1 O N: Here is the Aﬀertion ; now 
follows the argument : For 'ye are all 
one in Cp Feſus. Divide and rage; 
divide and reign ; divide and rule; di- 
vide 'and fruine , is 'the SOP HIS- 
TRY'o6f the Prince of Daykze(5. Shall 
we agree in Chriſt, and diſagree amon 
our faves ”0 A Geaſetn were 
unity ' with "in her (ﬆf!  Ler Chrift 
be' ſought mow to wiite the Heads, 
and Hearts, and Hands of all in Union 
with himſelf. 907 

Seek Gvd concerning BABYLON, 
As there was a 7iteral Babylon, which 
was a fatnows City m Afhria; called 
(If, 1 2: T9. ) the plory of "Kingdoms; 
the LI 4 the © 4h eliey 
&c. ' $6 there is a myſtical Babylon, 


which is ROME , where the POPE | 


bts s HEAD; called (Rev. 18. 2.) 


Babylun the great ;\ a habitation of 


Devils; 
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—_ the bold of every "1 fo 
cage of every uncleay and hateful bird. þ 


The V ICES that were in Baby | 
lon, are found. in Rome , and theres| 


out ſpirit; af = 


nal 
, \'d 


fore (by reſemblance)it beare- the name h 


of . Babylon. The PAPIST'S (iy 


their Teſtament —_ ar Rhemes ) 
take Baby Po to 

fels that ROME 15 meant by BA- 
BY LON- in the ſixteenth and ſe- 


y | 


Rome ; they con- yas 


hs A 


— 


venteeath Chapters of the Revelation. ne 


LYuid Rome faciam?mentirineſcio plane. 


The eftentazion of the JESUIT'S fv 


s. very great, who, ſay ,.. that the 


CHURCH is the Soul of the World; Þ 


that the. CLERGY are the Soul ffitt 


ef the Ghurch,and that the JESUITS 
are the Sou} of the Clergy. When ir ſhall 
appear (faith Mr. Baxter in his fafe 
Religion) in the ſacred Scripture, that 
S5on is: called- Babylon , and Babylon is 
called $ion-g' then (and. not. till then) 
will I believe that the Church of Rome 
1s a true;Church; What-1s her Reſp 
gion but, REBEL LION ?. What 
1s her Fatth-but F AN CY? What is 
her Mercy but CRUELTY? What are 
her Sprangn but SACREL EDGE? 

Suffer 


—— 


LD 
7 
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«Fuffer me to add this; if the DEVIL 


han POPES (thoſe Heads of Rome) 
ave done, let him change Seats with 
1 e that now 1s, but is not long 
5 be. I have ſomewhere read of one, 
no faid ,” thatthe EMPEROR 
as juſt as much leſs than the POPE, 
3a CREATURE is leſs than G OD. 


ne (not defeCtive in his Pradentials, 
nd who hath not giving a Bill of D+- 


RET CH had meaſured it to an 
ch? Bur the Popes own Compute is 2 
ittle more modeſt , for hefaith \, when 


N-ARIES, the Sus arid the Moor; 
dy the Sw 1s' meant the POPE, and 
y the Mot 1s meant the E M P E- 
ROR. Now if it be true {as they fay) 


than the Adoon, juſt ſo many times (not 
more or leſs)is the Pope bigger than the 


> Jat this Papal-Comment, that the Sun 1s 
' [thePope , and the Moon the” Emperor. 
' [1s not Rome (the)Babylon, and that for 

theſe following reaſons? Be- 


, k 
; [weep, and HERACLITUS laugh 
} 


an deviſe more execrable- Stratagens 


an 1t enter 1nto the thoughts of any 


porce to his Reaſon ) © that | this 


od made thoſe two great LU M1I-- 


that the Sun 18 6539 vnmes- bigger 


Emperor. But let DEMOC RITUuUS- 


o 


189. 


=_ 
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_ of a pradigiow MASSACRE, th 
great Ci 
' who would not underſtand this to be 
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Becauſe called (- Rew. 14.8.) 7 
great City, Suppole a man in Eny/and 
and he ſpeaks of burning the EF F 1 
GILES (bur no more.) of the Pope 
the City, who would not wnde 

it to be ſpoken of LON DO) 
Suppoſe a man in Frence,and he fpeak 


was at fuch a time mthe 


ſpoken of PARIS? In Johns tiax 
the Roman Empire prevailed , and 
Rome was called the Great) CITY 
Becauſe futing (Rev. 17. 3.) U; 
s Beaſt. Daniel (Ch. 7. 3. 17.) ſpeaks 
of four Beaffs, which are four Adong? 
chies. Thele are interpreted to be the 
Chaldees; the 1edes, and Perſians ; the 
Grecians and the Romays. | Bekc 
Johns time the three firſt were dead, 
and that which remained was the 
ROMAN-EMPIRE. [+64 
Becauſe it was to have ( Rev. 27.7.) 
Seven heads. Theſe ſeven heads (w.9.)f | 
are feven mountainr, Theſe ſeven} | 
mountains ,may be ſeveral forts of go-|| | 
{ 


verament, There are-alſo ten Horns 
(v. 12.)which are ten Kings, or Kong: 
doms, Now, what City but R OMI 

is 
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i9/cituated upon ſeven hills? So famous, 
and thar the Cir) it Gif is called SEP TL 
FICOLLIS. 

« ih Becauſe *ris the City(Rev. 17.18.) 
der} which reigned over the Kings of the 
) NJ earth, Thar POSITION is wi 


kf obtruded upon us, That the Church of 


Rome #* @ true Charch. If we conſult 


ime} and Sedomn,as if the F 
# all were concentred 1 
Vivere ſi ſantte cupitss, fdes Rn 
Omnia cums Ii 
ak} Let God and Chrift now yoy'-al oy 
4 thedivifion and deſtruction of Rome. 
heſj ' Seek theſe for the DIVISION 
N- of Rome. Do the TURES. pray, 
that ſeeing the Chriff;ans cannot love 
them , they may therefore hate one 
another ? Why may not we pray that 
SIMEON and LEVI may be 
drvided ? That Herod and Pilate may 
be T W Of There are very many 
, (implacably ) fer againſt Chr5f, and 


Chrif and his Croſs; againſt 
Chrift and his Crows ;# multiply cries, 


= 80 g80C FAS 


that 


therefore , and cry mightily unto him, 


Fo 
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- margent)i# the midſt of her , &c. 


(Fer. 17. 18.)-concerning the mock- 
ers of rhe Prophelic: Bring upon ber the 
evil day, and deſtroy ber with a double 


%. 
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that he would haſten--upon the Re 
914ans , or Rome , what he threatens as 
to the Egyptians, or Egypt, Thus 
(1.19. 2,3.) I will ſer (mingle, ſo'the 
margent ) the Egyptians againſt the 
Ep yptians (or Egypt againit Egypt )and 
they ſhall fight(or war every one ag ainſi 
bs brother, and every one againſt bis 
neighbour; city againſt city , and Kmg- 
fra Kingdom: And the ſpirit of 
Egypt (ball fail ( be emptied , fo the 


+4 + ins 4 bord jo fe js thre 


Seek theſe for the DESTRUCTION 
of Rome.Let God and Chriſt be ſought 
for the Re{urre&ion of the witnefles,and 
for the Expiration of the 4:2 Moneths: 
That the ſeven Angels may paur out 
their ſeven YViak: that the(great)CITY 
may be divided into three parts: That 
the C:ties of the Nations may fall:That 
(great) BABYLON may (come 
into remembrance God( Rev.16. 
19.) to give unto her the >, of the 
wine of the fierceneſs of his wrath. . Let 
the Father and the Son be ſpught con- 
cerning ROME , as they were ſought 


w PP TY) er 55S LP tu 
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' Break heOwith a double _ 
breach the Margett.. That is, with 
breach'upop: breach 3.99 ,.;defiruQion 
upon deſtruction, - But, take here 2 
PROSPECT. of the. Paricyjand 
Pgrallel ;' between old-- ' Babylori and 
Rome , in a manifold reſpe&t, and (a 
it were ) in ſplabical expreſſions. * 

As toi WANTONESS Old 


"er ma ft 56 7 


N 

IC 

d 

, {MERCHANDISE '® 

nt lon (Fer. 5 1.13.) was the 

Y s of the Chaldeegtull of Trade 

. ad Hee, Tius Rovye (Rev. 
I Ar 

© | "as > CRUELTY. Ol 

:. ow as full of Craeky. By the rivers 

ze bf Babylon (Pſa. 137. 1. here we' fat 

© . ; Jes » We wept When wa Nemens- 


” |ebe blood of Prophets , and of. Saimrs 
- ond [0 eee" fs "upon the 
E 


As 


0 
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As to SOR CER ern $51 


$0 RCERTES.'Old 
46. 72.) is. charged with + Exichans. 


—_— IDO LS aid IDOS/&| 
- TERS. The Image /of fold: which 
| hmm 7 mem ee 
eee 14. — xvh ary + wy 

ain of- nf wary} ace 
her te broke mbabiters of rh 
earth, 'with-the wins-of thy. fines 


-- ; 
Ks ow. TY EY F4,7 Ig S— 


cation, , 
'6 © A @ DESTRUCTI ON. 
Now this 5s'variouſly th be-reflacted 

I, -As to its WNIV B/RSALFTY, 
The deftruQtion of old: Bubylon\was to 


be unrect Thus ('fe:-#4. 225) 
; omBabylon the ntne and 


— nk leys re rd avid” 

SIS 
be univerfal. Thus'(Rev.51'8; wy: 
Do % to ſhine of he Bride; 1W 
rhe” Brideproum', by s i 
heard there. f 

2. 'As'to its Re A'PT: DITF. the 
deftrudtion of Babylon was to wa 

en 


ot. 


Nx” © Hog att aA, oe it tt /ls 


Hiiſeneron SEESER. 
a] 4-7 Tas (: 


Shay Fa— 


_ Em 
| The dofrudicn of old. Babylon 


he be c\Eko defignl 
A wogey Ang, fook. 


ar Log is br 
I 200006 af. i]; 


Ned;ef Nome (Rev. 18. 21.) 
a bone like 


LE 


Sea, 
tht 


to 


PARAL LET but now to 
ER, :Let Gud and Chriſt 


a Gad ) be Gughe, chat 


> T & .. IE — =1-L.-v IT ALA 2 —_ SEE © 
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| Kowa wake; Fes 4 di ſa 7 aha r6- 


T'be: SprattualniSfenkt. - 


oh Samnts 5 ant . F " 
wy tar IEEE 


rights (Rev; $5.6.) 

bet works 7 awdt OY rn ona Fir 
BL pon Bets anto'-ber| 
s 


— 


now - 1s'/ become 'a 
'BROTHE L-HOUSE, 


aving this Brand Too eſt Ped 


in Leo ce MERETR 72; 


£ 
CES AR, "Was: woht toi 
there was 'n0 Souyd 00 
is Ear;than Pri kyers more pt 
*Tis muck. note ghue-6f OHR tsT 
than of Caſa ASK vM E, anger 
35) Ted. 'In Gibon'(1, 
Fe Fehovab appeared bs Saltndew'ts 
 eddratuor'y: «nd God ſaid Aſk 
Shed I ſhall give thee. If -'$ O L'O- 
HEON A Srmcoinngy 


mal Fleaitur iratus Voce rogante Deuf# 
76 
'F,  FINI& 
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